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On Being Impractical
When the congregant was informed by her Rabbi  
that the first Hanukkah candle will be lit that year on 
the evening of the December 10th ,she responded, 
“Hanukkah is early this year! “ “no it isn’t,” the Rabbi 
hastened  to assure her. “Hanukkah is precisely on 
time. It begins this year, as it always does, on the  
25th day of the Hebrew month of Kislev.

Whenever Hanukkah comes it brings A warmth which 
helps to take the edge off December’s frosty bite. The 
flickering candles have a special piece of wisdom that 
could inspire us.

After we recite the blessings which accompany the 
lighting of the candles, we add A prayer in which  
there is this tricking sentence: “these candles are  
sacred and we are not permitted to put them to  
any use; we may only look at them.”

Let’s understand what the prayer’s saying. We may 
not use the Hanukkah candles for any practical  
purpose. We may not read by their light. We may  
not use them to light other candles. In fact we may 
not use one Hanukkah candle to light another one.  
That is why we use the Shamash candle.

This sounds very  impractical, especially to us who live 
in a utilitarian world, who measure the value of 

all things by one question: “What is it good for?” The 
light of Hanukkah Candles, tradition tells us, is not to 
be used for anything; it is just for looking.

It figures. After all, how practical where the people to 
whom we owe the festival of Hanukkah? They were 
the most  impractical people. There were others, much 
more practical, who said: “why resist the  
Syrians, the bearers of the proud Greek culture?  
They are the wave of the future.  Why should we be 
different? Why can’t we be just like everybody else?”

These practical people were called Hellenists.  
They spoke the Greek language,  dressed like Greeks, 
participated in Greek sports, adopted Greek names,  
and neglected  the Sabbath, and other holidays.  
If these practical people had won out, they would 
have sounded the death-knell of Judaism.

Happily there were some very impractical Jews in  
the year 168 BCE. This may be the real miracle of  
Hanukkah – that there were enough impractical  
people who believed that security purchased at the 
cost of conscience is too dearly purchased; impractical 
people, not-trained and poorly-equipped who dared 
to challenge a far more mighty  enemy, “would rather 
fight than switch.”             
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And if we are here more then 2100 years later still celebrating  
Hanukkah it is because in all the intervening years there were enough 
impractical Jewish people,  humble, nameless heroes,  who often at 
great peril, lit the Hanukkah candles,  looked at them and knew who 
they were and what was expected of them.

When we pause to think about the matter we realize how deeply  
indebted we are to impractical people. Giving charity is impractical. 
After all, why should anyone voluntarily give away their possessions  
acquired at the cost of their time and effort? Giving time to ones  
Community is impractical. The time could be used for ones own  
entertainment, recreation or relaxation. Visiting the sick, comforting the 
mourners, and performing ask of kindness are all impractical – the time 
and energy could be better invested in furthering our own dreams and 
goals. Yet who will deny that it is precisely these impractical acts which 
humanize our lives and add A dimension of holiness to our existence?

So as we kindle the Hanukkah lights this year let us just look at them. 
Remember, they have no practical value. Or do they?

Chag Samayach 
Happy Holiday
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See what Rabbi Cove has to say 
about a variety of topics. 
www.beiteinu.org/blog
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We welcome the newest addition to the growing  
Beiteinu work force! Sam, who has recently  
graduated from Penn State with a Bachelor’s in  
Accounting, and a Master’s in Accounting, was also 
member of the Blue Band for 4 years while at Penn 
State and interned with EY in Colombia, South  
America. Now he  is enjoying his new job at  
Ernst & Young.
Living in Voorhees, New Jersey, he makes the trip  
over the bridge to PA to work, play, and visit his dad, 
Rabbi Howard Cove!

Meet our new Treasurer: Sam Cove!

Shabbat service with beautiful music
Great turnout for Shabbat service 
in November at the Upper Dublin 
Friends Meeting House with the 
wonderful music from Jeff Dershin!

http://www.beiteinu.org/blog
https://www.facebook.com/synagoguewithoutwalls
http://www.interfaithfamily.com/


                                                               On December 5 Gabrielle Kaplan celebrated her bat mitzvah. She is the 
daughter of Lisa and Josh and the sister of Jared. Gabrielle would also want us to know that Pixie the pet dog is 
a cherished member of the Kaplan family.
Gabrielle is very family oriented. She cherishes the time she gets to spend with her 11 cousins. She said she felt 
blessed when her younger brother was born. She speaks lovingly about  her grandparents and cherished times 
with them.
Gabrielle is a kind and sensitive person. When discussing the themes of forgiveness  and change  around Yom 
Kippur,  she shared the following story: She and her friends had acknowledged to each other how they judged 
and disliked others for silly reasons. They spent too much time gossiping and talking badly about others. She 
and her friends made a pledge. They committed to use their time in better ways. They made a pledge at that 
moment to be better people.
For her mitzvah  project (Community service) Gabrielle volunteered at the preschool camp where she  
attended as a little girl. The young children were blessed to receive the warmth, enthusiasm, and joy from  
their junior counselor. 
For Gabrielle, it was truly special to be able to celebrate as a bat mitzvah surrounded by many close  
family, friends, coaches and teachers. It was a true blessing for those of us who had the privilege of 
sharing this part of her life journey as well.

Mazal tov to Gabrielle and the Kaplan Family

On the Shabbat of December 12 Jake Schwartz will be called to the Torah as a Bar mitzvah. 
Jake is the son of Robbie and Wendy. He is the brother of Justin, Natalie and Alyssa. Jake 
also cherishes his role as a cousin, uncle, grandson and friend.
Jake has worked hard. He learned to read from the Torah, learned prayers and blessings in 
Hebrew and organized and carried out the a mitzvah project. He accomplished all this while 
taking advanced courses in school, and playing competitive soccer for his school team.
Jake is proud to be Jewish. He has expressed his appreciation of the history and  
accomplishments of our people. He cherishes the value Judaism places on family.  
He feels so good about being Jewish, he went out as” super Jew”, for Halloween.

One of Jake’s role models is his Bubby Arlene. He said he admires his bubby for being mentally and  
physically strong. Jake expressed gratitude for receiving so much kindness and love from his grandmother. 
Along with the presence of his bubby, Jake credits his parents, siblings and teachers with providing him  
with a good childhood.
Under the influence of his family, Jake was inspired to do a mitzvah project in support of the Eileen Stein  
Jacoby Fund for Cancer Research. He captained a team that helped raise thousands of dollars for  
cancer research.
Jake has acknowledged that before a big game, or difficult test, he will pray to God that things go well.  
We have all the confidence in Jake. Because of his hard work,  positive attitude, and family support,  
his bar mitzvah will be a blessed experience for Jake and all who will be fortunate to celebrate with him.
Mazal Tov to Jake and the Schwartz family

Celebrations



Bringing in the New Year 5776 was a wonderful experience shared  
with friends old and new and the Beiteinu family. A great sense of  
community, love and hope. Here’s what one person had to say: 

Hi Rabbi,
 All too often, people are quicker to write a letter of complaint than one of  
compliment and gratitude. I’ve written you probably 14 of the latter in the last 12  
years that I’ve known you – however I wrote them in my head, not with my “pen.”  
Because I realize that now especially, you’ve taken on a massive initiative in Beiteinu - 
I wanted to be sure to at last write a few words of gratitude.
I was so heartened to see such a large turnout for the high holiday services – and felt so  
proud of you and happy for you. What a wonderful acknowledgment of your many gifts.  
I know you still have more “mountains to climb,” but I hope you are taking a moment to  
acknowledge all you’ve succeeded in creating in “so short” a time. It doesn’t feel “short”  
when you are the one plodding through it, I know. But to remind you, businesses initiatives –  
no matter their kind – do not roll out overnight. Certainly, not even with the speed and ease that  
the thought leaders behind them expect and want them to. (a lesson I too have had to learn kicking  
and screaming in my lifetime). You are doing wonderfully well – and doing wonderful things. I want to  
acknowledge you. And, thank you.
And on the topic of the wonderful things that you do: there’s something else I’d like to thank you for. I often find myself 
in a synagogue more out of a sense of duty to our children and tradition, and my deep love for my husband who wants 
me there next to him. It can be a lonely experience. However, when I sit in one of your services – to include  
this most recent round, invariably you will say a thing or two that brings peace to my heart, dislodge the  
fog of some limited thinking (is what “wipes sleep from my eyes” means?) and inspires me to examine and  
adjust my perspective on things that are pressing on me. Rabbi, you have done this for me during some  
very difficult times in my Life. I imagine if you do this for me, there are other people  
who’ve not written their note to you yet, who feel the same way.  Thank you.
I’m wishing you a new year that is filled to its brim and beyond with  
all that is good and blessed - all that will bring you to your “10.”
Warm regards -  
Donna Hoffman, Yardley PA

Holiday Highlights

Check out the video highlights on our website! www.beiteinu.org/community-resources

http://www.beiteinu.org/community-resources


Ruth Kessler was one of the 10,000 Kindertransport children taken from their homes in Germany, 
Austria, and Czechoslovakia and transported to Liverpool Station in London, where they were met 
by foster parents. Her book “The Blue Vase” will be available for signing, along with a guided tour of 
the Liberty Museum, a talk by Ruth and a dessert reception. Presale of books will be offered.

Save Ruth Kessler at the  
National Liberty Museum
Month 6, 2016 - Details to follow.

The National Liberty Museum • 321 Chestnut St, Philadelphia, PA 19106 
www.libertymuseum.org

Datethe

Minyanim Every Thursday 7:30am
Meet us in Yardley, where we start the day with prayer,  

thought-provoking conversations, and reflection.  
Worship is followed by breakfast and friendly conversation.   

Please call Rabbi Cove at 267.243.8155 or email him at rabbi@beiteinu.org

Those who have attended programs and worship services at Beiteinu have remarked 
how the experience moved their hearts and engaged their souls. They also comment 
about the quality of conversations they have had with others in attendance before 
or after the service. One of the ways Beiteinu has been successful is by helping to 
create relationships and connections between people.
As Jewish people we recognize that our holidays and other meaningful life moments 
are celebrated and marked with food. Food is a remarkably effective way for  
encouraging connections. 
We ask you to consider helping us provide the challah and cake for our Onegs (the  
joyous time when we share and connect with others). If you or someone you care about  
is anticipating a birthday, anniversary or other life milestone, think about sponsoring an  
Oneg in that persons honor. This is a special way to celebrate the blessed occasion,  
while providing nourishment and spiritual sustenance for your Beiteinu community. 
Call or email us to inquire how you can provide this blessing for a loved one.

Sponsor an Oneg

Check out the video highlights on our website! www.beiteinu.org/community-resources

https://libertymuseum.org/


Thanks for Taking Our Survey!

DECEMBER:  
Friday Dec. 11 - 7:30pm – Shabbat Yardley Friends 
Meeting House – (Jake Schwartz B’nai Mitzvah)

JANUARY (2016): 
Friday Jan. 22 - 7:30pm - Shabbat Yardley Friends  
Meeting House

FEBRUARY: 
Friday, Feb. 5 - 7:30pm - Shabbat Upper Dublin  
Meeting House

Friday, Feb. 19 - 7:30pm - Shabbat Yardley Friends 
Meeting House

MARCH: 
Friday March 11 - 7:30pm  - Shabbat Upper Dublin 
Meeting House  

Friday, March 18 - 7:30pm - Shabbat at Yardley Friends 
Meeting House (Pre Purim Celebration)

APRIL: 
Sunday April 17 - Whole foods Market (Plymouth 
Meeting,PA - Passover program 12pm - 3pm

Tuesday, April 26 -6pm  - Interfaith Seder - Plymouth 
Meeting Church on the Mall  
Friday, April 29 -7:30pm - Shabbat at the Yardley 
Friends Meeting House (Jared Schwartz B’nai Mitzvah)

MAY:  
Friday, May 6 -7:30pm - Shabbat The Liberty Museum, 
Center City,Philadelphia with speaker/author Ruth 
Kessler

Friday, May 13 - 7:30pm - Shabbat Yardley Friends 
Meeting House

JUNE: 
Friday, June 3 - 7:30pm - last Shabbat of the season 
Montgomery county- Upper Dublin Meeting House

Friday, June 17 - 7:30pm - last Shabbat of the season 
Bucks County -Yardley Friends Meeting Houses 
(Marandola B’nai Mitzvah)

Important Dates

Dates, times and locations may change after this  
newsletter is sent out. Please double- check the  
website for times, locations and other events. 

Throughout the year we welcome your opinions. We decided to send out a survey to gauge how  
congregants felt about Beiteinu’s first year of service firsthand. We got some really great feedback  
and Jody Davies Schecter is our survey winner and will receive dinner for 10 at rosh hashanah 2016!

We were blessed with the love and caring that led  
many to donate to our #GivingTuesday campaign.  
We surpassed our goals. We were able to raise over 
$3000 from the generous spirit of so many of you.  
Additionally, there are a few matching donors that will 
send us over the top.

We will be able to get some much needed software, and 
help defer the many costs of the beautiful venues that 
we take advantage of to meet and pray.

Thank you, thank you, thank you all.

With a special thank you to the angel matching  
donors- Alan and Sue Kaplan and Howard Altman.

 
B’Shalom 
Rabbi Cove, Staci and the Beiteinu Family



Beiteinu would like
to thank our

local business
partners.

Want to have your  
business be seen by the  

ever expanding  
membership of Beiteinu?

Contact us for
advertising information.

rabbi@beiteinu.org

At Barclay Caterers, we’re known for creating 
not only a menu, but an entire event that  

revolves around you and your special occasion. 

barclaycaterers.com 
10960 Dutton Rd, Phila., PA 19154 

215.612.2837

Capturing the Best Moments...

651 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill PA 19444 
610.828.1142 • lafayettehillstudios.com

http://lafayettehillstudios.com/
http://barclaycaterers.com/
http://asharpevents.com/


Hanukkah Trivia Quiz
1. What holiday is not mentioned in the Torah?

2. How do we place candles on Menorah?

3. What was the miracle of Hanukkah?

4. What is the name of Judah Macabee’s father?

5. How many blessings do we say on  
the first night?

6. What four letters appear on Israeli Dreidel?

7. Which city in Israel do the best olives  
come from?

8. What is the name of the candle used to  
light the others?

9. Who was the father of Judah the Maccabee?

10. What is the meaning of the word “Maccabee”?

11. What did the Maccabees fight for?

12. What is the meaning of the word “Hanukkah”?

13. What is the total number of candles lit during 
the holiday of Hanukkah?

Answers to Hanukkah Trivia:  1) Hanukkah  2) Right to Left  3) The oil lasted for eight days.  4) Mutiya  hu (He is given credit for  
sparking the Maccabean revolt).  5) Three  6)  Nun, Gimel, Hay, Pay  7) Tekaoh  8) Shamash  9) Mattathias  10) Hammer   
11)  For the right to practice Judaism  12) Re- Dedication  13) 44

Creative Latka  
Recipes
mashable.com/2014/12/13/unus al-latke-recipes

Latke Sliders with BBQ Chicken  
and Pomegranate Coleslaw

Support Beieteinu Charitable  
Foundation by shopping  

at AmazonSmile
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases to Beiteinu Charitable 
Foundation whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.  
Same products, same prices, same service. It’s so easy!

smile.amazon.com

http://mashable.com/2014/12/13/unusual-latke-recipes/#3VfHx.EHtiqE
https://smile.amazon.com/

