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Completing Our Lives
The celebrated American playwright Lillian Hellman 
made some impressive contributions to the American 
stage over the years. She is regarded as one of 
 America’s foremost dramatists. We would imagine 
that a life filled with so much creativity would be 
judged as successful. And yet, Lillian Hellman called 
her autobiography  “An Unfinished Woman”.   
According to Ms. Hellman, the title reflects the fact 
that she left too much of herself unfinished because 
she wasted too much time.

For her, life had been only partially lived. In retrospect 
she realized how much more she could have made of 
her gifts and her years.

This is the kind of thought that should preoccupy  
us at the High Holy Days season. Are we living  
unfinished lives? Usually we think of unfinished lives 
as lives interrupted by a premature death. But as  
Lillian Hellman makes quite clear to us, we can live 
many years and then confront ourselves with  
the uncomfortable feeling that we are really  
unfinished people – a great many gifts  
undeveloped, an assortment of powers  
unused, incredible potential uncultivated,  
and large amounts of time misused.

Life for us is like a finishing school in  
which we are called upon to work on the 
god given material with which we were 
blessed. A human being has been defined 
as the only animal who is not content to 
remain in its original state. The message 
of the Holy days is to remind us what 
the main business of life is- to live fuller, 
more complete lives.

The High Holy Day prayer book offers 
us, I believe, a formula to achieve more 
fulfilled lives. We are challenged to utilize 
the disciplines of prayer and repentance to 
achieve fuller lives. What can these  
disciplines do for us?

 

It is no secret that more and more of us are praying 
less and less. A thousand activities are competing for 
our time. The world in which we live and move is a 
noisy and busy place. We are caught up by things, we 
have no time for thoughts. 

One of the perils of growing older is that we tend  
to think less and less. We feel that we have all the 
answers. Unless we make an appointment with  
ourselves regularly and keep it faithfully and utilize it 
constructively, our lives will remain unfinished. The 
function of prayer is not to enable us to acquire what 
we should like to possess, but rather to become what 
we are capable of being. We are summoned to include 
the discipline of meditation, reflection and thinking 
into the rhythms of our lives.

 



In addition to prayer the holy days summon us to 
repentance. Repentance is really that concern with 
our deeds. Through the act of repentance we make a 
commitment to act better in the year ahead. 

There is a story about Picasso that can help us  
appreciate the power of repentance. It seems that 
an art dealer in Paris brought a painting bearing the 
artist’s signature and he wanted to have the painting 
authenticated by Picasso. The master looked at it and 
said quickly: “it’s a fake.” Two years later the same art 
dealer acquired another signed painting. Once again 
he showed it to the artist, and once again Picasso 
replied, “it’s a fake.” .But this time the dealer  
protested heatedly “why I myself was present when 
you painted this canvas. With my own eyes I saw you 
do it.” Whereupon Picasso shrugged and said,” I often 
paint fakes.”

How often do you and I paint fakes. In our various 
roles we play how many times have we brought less 
than our best to the tasks and responsibilities that 
demand our best? Too frequently we bring only a  
portion of ourselves to our husbands and to our 

wives. We are fractional parents and fractional  
children. As brothers and sisters we hold back, giving 
marginal concern and divided attention. 

How often are the words that we speak face- devoid 
of any real meaning. Our” How are you?” is as  
perfunctory as the “Fine, thank you,” which greets  
us in return.

Repentance is a summons to each of us to narrow 
the gap between our performance and our potential, 
between what we are and what we could become. 

As we approach the New Year our tradition  
encourages us to think about our lives. It urges us to 
assess our growth in terms of human dimensions – 
the dimensions of the mind, heart and soul. Have we 
stayed the same size or have we grown?

 Now is the time to become the very best and  
finest human beings we can become so that when 
the end draws near we shall be comforted with the 
knowledge that we made the most of our best to 
complete our lives.

What do you get when you combine an 80° late summer  
afternoon, the ocean, a sandy beach under your feet,  

candlelight, friendly and kind people, beautiful music and 
prayer, followed by wine, cheese and good conversation?  

The answer: Beiteinu at the beach.
Enjoy the sounds of the waves, the warmth of the sun, the 

spirit of friends, while singing and praying with Rabbi Howard 
Cove and the Beiteinu family.

August 14th at 7:30 PM  
Jerome Avenue Beach • Margate City, NJ



Belonging 
Do you have a desire to connect with others who share similar interests or going through 
similar life experience? For example: Read and discuss good literature. Living through career transition. 
Experiencing a crisis of faith. Are single and want to meet good people. Let us know of your interests 
and we will do our best to make those connections.

Serving 
Do you ever think of helping the greater community?  Do you find you have time to use the blessings 
God has given you to help lift the lives of others? There are many opportunities to make a difference 
in our community. Please check the community bulletin board on the Beteinu website or call Rabbi 
Cove. It will not require a lot of your time to make a big difference in the lives of fellow human beings.

Reaching 
If you or a loved one is not feeling well and would like a prayer offered at a Beiteinu prayer service, 
please email the person(s) name to rabbi@beiteinu.org. If you or someone you know is in the hospital 
or recovering at home and would feel comforted by a visit from Rabbi Cove please notify the Rabbi at 
rabbi@beiteino.org.

Growing 
On Thursday mornings  around 7:30 the Beiteinu community gathers to start the day with prayer, 
Torah study and breakfast. You are always welcome to experience this very spiritual and meaningful 
time. Please call Rabbi Howard to find out the address and receive directions.

Sharing 
Are you celebrating a birthday? Perhaps a Bar /Bat mitzvah is approaching? Do you have an  
anniversary coming up? Is there a graduation or other milestone moment you are anticipating? In 
gratitude for reaching one of life’s peak moments, may we suggest you share your pride and joy with 
the Beiteinu Community. Perhaps you would like to do what Burt and Roberta Sutker did to mark their 
60th wedding anniversary. For a modest contribution to Beiteinu the Sutkers sponsored the dessert 
reception(oneg) following our Shabbat service in June. 

Community 
Engagement

Minyanim Every Thursday 7:30am
Meet us in Yardley, where we start the day with prayer,  

thought-provoking conversations, and reflection.  
Worship is followed by breakfast and friendly conversation.   

Please call Rabbi Cove at 267.243.8155 or email him at rabbi@beiteinu.org

Being a member of Beiteinu is more than  
just a synagogue... 
 



Beiteinu invites you to join Rabbi Howard Cove and his congregation 
as we come together in worship for the High Holy Days

New Years Under the Stars

Come and join us for the head of the year 5776, outside, (weather permitting) and  
services inside at the Ace Conference Center located in Lafayette Hill, PA.

Enjoy musical entertainment courtesy of Adam Weitz , featuring A-Sharp Events.  
Dance and rejoice with family and friends as the sun sets. Enjoy culinary delights 

from Barclay Caterers or bring your own picnic. All this culminating with a  
service including the shofar blowing under the stars.

Click the link below and let Barclay Caterers prepare a meal for you!  
Orders must be placed on or before September 9th by 12pm. 

www.barclaycaterers.com/rosh-hashanah-under-the-stars

Sunday, September 13th  • 6:00 pm – shofar will be blown at sundown



ROSH HASHANAH DAY 
Monday, September 14th • 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Join us for a meaningful service during which we will once again be blessed with the beautiful  
sounds of Dawn Hirsch as our cantor.  Services will include traditional melodies, stories, readings,  
and meditations.

KOL NIDRE 
Tuesday, September 22nd  • 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
A special and moving service featuring a stirring instrumental rendition of the Kol Nidre prayer,  
a cellist performance, and the beautiful vocals of Megan Brown.

YOM KIPPUR DAY 
Wednesday, September 23rd • 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Once again we will be graced with Dawn Hirsch as our inspirational cantor. A special and beautiful  
way to reflect and plan for a new year!

YIZKOR SERVICE 
Wednesday, September 23rd ( following Yom Kippur services) • 12:15 pm – 1:00 pm 
Our Yom Kippur service continues at the Ace Conference Center at 12:15pm with Yizkor.

SHABBAT IN THE SUKKAH 
Friday, October 2nd • 7:00pm  (services followed by oneg) 
Following the serious mood of the Holidays, celebrate nature and the fall with the festival of Sukkot. 
We invite members to join Rabbi Cove and Staci at their home. (Must RSVP. Seating is limited)

Tickets may be purchased online at: www.beiteinu.org/join 
Or by check mailed to:
Beiteinu, P.O. Box 231, Haverford, PA 19041
Name:

Address: 

City:                                                      State:            Zip: 

Phone:                                   Email: 

I have enclosed my payment in the amount of $

Photography by: Paul CSI



Beiteinu and Rabbi Howard Cove, invite you to join us in welcoming in the New Year and  
High Holidays. We strive to offer options that are best for each individual and your needs

FULL MEMBERSHIP
Individual: $396 

Family: $796

FULL MEMBERSHIP
Family under 35: $288 

Individual under 35: $144

HIGH HOLIDAYS
$250/ per person 

Children 18 and under $25

MINYAN 
SHABBAT 

SPECIAL SERVICES ONLY
$218 pp

Over 35 years of Age Full membership allows you to share in 
all the high holiday festivities as well as joining us for Shabbat 
service, minyan, and all other activities and events.

Over 35 years of Age Full membership allows you to share in 
all the high holiday festivities as well as joining us for Shabbat 
service, minyan, and all other activities and events.

High Holidays Only Unable to commit to membership at this time 
but still want to come for the high holidays.......no problem. Enjoy 
all High Holiday events including New Year’s Under The Stars, 
Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidre, Yom Kippur Day and Yizkor Service.

Want to be a part of the Beiteinu family but unable to make 
it to the holidays. Great, join us on Thursday Morning minyan, 
Shabbat services and other special events throughout the year.
New Years Under The Stars: Erev Rosh Hashanah: $36

AUGUST: 
Friday, Aug.14 Sabbath at the beach-
SEPTEMBER: 
Sunday, Sept.13 New Year under the stars at the 
Ace Center-6pm
Monday, Sept. 14 RH at the Ace Center-10am
Tuesday, Sept. 22 Kol Nidre at the Ace Center-7pm
Wednesday, Sept.23 Yom Kippur at the Ace 
Center-10am
Sunday, Sept. 27 dinner in the Sukkah 5pm
Monday, Sept. 28 sushi in the Sukkah
OCTOBER: 
Friday, Oct. 2 Sabbath in the Sukkah 7pm
Friday, Oct. 16 Sabbath at the Friends Yardley 7:30pm
NOVEMBER:  
Friday, Nov.6 Sabbath at Montgomery County-7:30pm
Friday, Nov. 20 Sabbath at the friends Yardley-7:30pm
DECEMBER:  
Friday Dec. 11 Sabbath Yardley 7:30pm – (Jake 
Schwartz B’nai Mitzvah)  

 

JANUARY (2016): 
Friday Jan. 22 Sabbath at the friends Yardley-7:30pm
FEBRUARY: 
Friday, Feb. 5 Sabbath Montgomery County-7:30pm
Friday, Feb. 19 Sabbath at the Friends Yardley-7:30pm
MARCH: 
Friday March 11 Shabbat in Montgomery County
Friday, March 18 Sabbath at friends Yardley-7:30pm 
 (Pre Purim Celebration)
APRIL: 
Sunday April 17 Whole foods market (Location?) 
Passover program 12pm-3pm
Tuesday, April 26 at Plymouth meeting Mall interfaith 
Seder-6pm
Friday, April 29 Sabbath at the Friends-7:30pm 
 (Jared Schwartz B’nai Mitzvah) 
MAY:  
Friday, May 6 Sabbath Montgomery County-7:30pm
Friday, May 13 Sabbath at Friends Yardley-7:30pm
JUNE: 
Friday, June 3 last Sabbath at home-7:30pm
Friday, June 17 Sabbath at the Friends Yardley-7:30pm 
(Marandola B’nai Mitzvah)

Important Dates

Dates, times and locations may change after this  
newsletter is sent out. Please double- check the  
website for times, locations and other events. 



Book a Meeting & Save

Are you planning a meeting?

Enjoy 25% Savings on Our
Day Meeting Package Rate

YOU PROVIDE THE DATE AND WE’LL TAKE CARE OF THE REST!

VALID ONLY FOR NEW BOOKINGS  
TAKING PLACE THROUGH SEPTEMBER 7, 2015 
AND BASED ON AVAILABILITY

CONTACT LANAY ZARALLO
610-940-4783

Beiteinu would like
to thank our

local business
partners.

Want to have your  
business be seen by the  

ever expanding  
membership of Beiteinu?

Contact us for
advertising information.

info@beiteinu.com

At Barclay Caterers, we’re known for creating 
not only a menu, but an entire event that  

revolves around you and your special occasion. 

barclaycaterers.com 
10960 Dutton Rd, Phila., PA 19154 

215.612.2837



P.O. Box 231, Haverford, PA 19041  267.243.8155      
rabbi@beiteinu.org                      beiteinu.org

“Ask a Jew a Question...’’
Holidays in Jewish thought are far more than commemorations of past events, Rosh Hashananh is  
certainly more than a Jewish January 1st.

The essential opportunity of Rosh Hashanah is to clarify for ourselves what our truest, “bottom line” 
priorities are in life. No time is more appropriate than today for asking ourselves some basic  
questions in order to clarify—and remind ourselves—what it is that is truly important to us and who  
it is we ultimately want to be.

To reflect on some of the following questions is quite apropos on this, the day of judgment.

1. When do I feel that my life is meaningful?

2. Those who mean the most to me—have I ever told them how I feel?

3. Are there any ideals I would be willing to die for?

4. If I could live my life over, would I change anything?

5. What would bring me more happiness than anything else in the world?

6. What are my three most significant achievements since last Rosh Hashanah?

7. What are the three biggest mistakes I’ve made since last Rosh Hashanah?

Follow Blog
Rabbi Cove’s Blog Post
See what Rabbi Cove has to say about a variety of topics. 
www.beiteinu.org/blog/

the


