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Let There Be Light!
This year Hanukkah begins on the evening of
Tuesday December 16th. In the Hebrew calendar
it always begins on the 25th day of the month of
Kislev. Traditionally, the menorah is kindled at
night fall. The first night’s candle is on the far right
side of the menorah, and- night by night- the
candles are added from right to left. When the
candles are lit, the last one to be placed on the
Menorah, is always lit first, so they are lit from
left to right using the shamash, which is lit first.
Some families light one menorah as a household,
while others allow each member of the family to
light his or her own menorah.

It’s a Miracle!

The idea of miracles surround the holiday season.
Jews celebrate the oil that was meant to last for
only one day Burning brightly for eight days. It
was miraculous that a few hundred Maccabee
fighters defeated the mighty Assyrian Greek army.
It is a true miracle that we as a Jewish people are
celebrating Hanukkah over 2000 years after the
Maccabean victory. As Chaim Weizmann, one of
the most prominent
contributors to the
rebirth of Israel, said:
“Miracles sometimes
occur but one has to
work terribly hard for
them”.
The word Hanukkah
means “dedication”
and at the heart of the
festival is the message
that the rededication of
the temple would have been
impossible if there had not been
a powerful dedication on the part
of the Jewish people to their way of
life and their faith.

Had the Hellenists prevailed there would have
been no resistance, no war, no Temple, no
Jewish religion, no miracles. But because there
were enough jewish people who cared enough
about preserving Judaism, their distinctive way
of life, and their own spiritual identity, they
decided “they would rather fight than switch”.
Yes, miracles sometimes happened but we have
to work hard to make them happen.
This is a truth worth thinking about. People often
say they don’t believe in miracles, and yet their
behavior, or lack of it, indicates they believe in
miracles too much. They expect good things to
happen without any efforts on their part. No toil,
no sacrifice, no sir render of comfort or pleasure;
just relying on miracles to happen.
A student once asked his Rabbi why G-d gave
human beings the ability to have skepticism.
“After all,” he asked, “we have been taught that
everything G-d created has some beneficial
purpose, but what possible purpose could
skepticism serve? It only leads to doubts and
denial of faith.

The Rabbi answered.” There are times when it is
better not to have too much faith in God. When
A poor man comes to you for help because he and
his family are hungry, do not send him away with
the assurance that God will perform some miracle
for him. That is when you use your skepticism. Act
independently. You help the poor man your self”.

If we want our children to be comfortable in their
Jewishness, proud of their past and committed to
its future, what are we doing to make that wish
come true?

If we want our community to be secure and
unified, what are we doing to make that wish
come true?

In every age the miracle of Jewish survival was
renewed by dedication, devotion, and sacrifices
of people who cared enough to give their very
best. So at Hanukkah time, it’s quite all right to
believe in miracles, but left the latke remind us,
that on miracles alone we can’t live.

If we want the name Jew to stand for honesty,
integrity, and generosity, what are we doing to
make that wish true?

What the Bible Teaches Us

In laughter the pain of the heart is eased.

Proverbs 14:13

A story about a famous clown teaches a message for all of us. A British doctor once saw a patient who
was very sad and depressed. After a full examination the doctor said,” there is nothing wrong with you.
Go see a performance of the great clown Grumaldi, you will laugh, and be cured of your depression.”
The patient looked at the doctor, lowered his eyes and said sadly,” but I am Grumaldi”.
This incident reminds us that joy and laughter are indispensable to emotional and spiritual well being.
To make others laugh is a talent, but to be able to laugh ourselves is as necessary to living as air is
to breathing.
May the Hanukkah season bring you the gifts of joy and laughter to help you meet life’s challenges
in the new year.

Follow
the

Blog
This week:

The Jewish Identity

Rabbi Cove’s Weekly Blog Post
See what Rabbi Cove has to say about a
variety of topics.
http://beiteinu.org/rabbi_s_blog

Beiteinu.org is a non profit organization. In the spirit
of giving our mission includes providing financially
challenged families and individuals the opportunity
to worship with our congregation. For your
convenience, you can donate to Beiteinu
electronically on our website, beiteinu.org or write
a check and send it to: Beiteinu Charitable Trust
P.O. Box 231, Haverford, PA 19041

Community
Beiteinu in Bucks County!
There is exciting news coming from Bucks County! A group of families have
organized the first Beiteinu Classroom. Children and their parents will be
learning, praying and experiencing the joys of Judaism together.
If you would like more information about joining this group or have interest
in creating a new classroom please contact Rabbi Cove.

The First to Come to “Our House”
Interview with Jody Davies
This is the first year of Beiteinu. In the Summer
of 2014 we were blessed with our first families.
Jody, Phil and Samantha Davies were the first
to come into” our house”. As part of the first
Beiteinu Newsletter the editors felt it appropriate
to introduce our first family.
The Davies family Live in Lafayette Hill. Jody
and Phil own and run and Allstate Agency in
Conshohocken. Jody said:” the most satisfying
part of her job is to help people through difficult
situations that they cannot navigate themselves.”
RABBI COVE: Who have been some of your most
important influences?
JODY: My grandmothers and my mother Arlene.
My mother taught me that you could have a
career and still be an effective mother. She
showed me by her example that a woman could
be strong as well as loving.
I learned from my family the joy you can feel
when you share your blessings with others.
Over the years I have served as president of
the Whitemarsh Business Association. Through
this volunteer position I helped to establish
community scholarships as well as A
Thanksgiving day basket drive. When I give
and share with others I feel joy.
RABBI COVE: What do you consider to be some
of your most meaningful Jewish experiences?

JODY: Becoming a bat mitzvah at Suburban
Jewish Community Center in Havertown. I love
being able to cook and prepare for the Jewish
holidays. Once again I will be using my
grandmothers latke recipe for Hanukkah.
I would also includebecoming a member
of Beiteinu.
I feel like I belong. Attending the high holy day
services gave my whole family a spiritual high.
Hearing the voice of Danielle chant the melodies
and listening to Wilson play Kol Nidre on the
cello gave us goosebumps. Being in the rabbi’s
sukkah was also a special experience.
I am grateful for the blessings that Beiteinu has
given me and my family. I encourage others to
support the synagogue to ensure that many
more families like mine will experience meaningful
Jewish moments.
RABBI COVE:What are you most looking forward
to in the new year.
JODY: I look forward to spending time with my
mother, sister and daughter. Day

Important Dates
2014 Scheduled Events:
Friday, December 5th
Shabbat Services - 139 Rose Lane, Haverford
Tuesday, December 16th
Chanukah Begins at Sunset
Friday, December 19th
Shabbat Services Quaker Meeting - Yardley
7:30 pm
Chanukah Celebration		

2015 Scheduled Events:
Friday, January 9th			
Shabbat Services - Quaker Meeting, Yardley
Friday, January 23rd
Shabbat Services - (TBD Montgomery County)
Friday, February 6th			
Shabbat Services - Quaker Meeting, Yardley
Friday, February 20th 			
Shabbat Services - 139 Rose Lane, Haverford
Friday, March 6th 			
Shabbat Services - Quaker Meeting, Yardley
Purim
Friday, March 20th
Shabbat Services - (TBD Montgomery County)

Friday, May 15th 			
Shabbat Services - 139 Rose Lane, Haverford
Friday, May 22nd 			
Shabbat Services - Quaker Meeting, Yardley
Friday, June 12th 			
Shabbat Services - Quaker Meeting, Yardley
Last scheduled Yardley Shabbat Services
Friday, June 19th 			
Shabbat Services - (TBD Montgomery County)
Friday, August 14th 			
Shabbat Services at the Beach - Margate, NJ
(pending confirmation)
Sunday, September 13th		
New Year’s Under the Stars - 6:00 – 8:30 pm
ACE Conference Center, Lafayette Hill, PA
Monday, September 14th		
Rosh Hashanah Services - 10:30 am – 12:30 pm
ACE Conference Center, Lafayette Hill, PA
Tuesday September 22nd		
Kol Nidre - 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm		
ACE Conference Center, Lafayette Hill, PA
Wednesday September 23rd		
Yom Kippur Yizkor 10:30 am – 1:30 pm
ACE Conference Center, Lafayette Hill,PA

Friday, April 3rd 			
Community Seder Passover – First Night
Wednesday, April 15th			
Yom HaShoah begins at sunset
Friday, April 17th			
Shabbat Services - Quaker Meeting, Yardley

Dates, times and locations may change after
this newsletter is sent out. Please doublecheck the website for times, locations and
other events.

Minyanim Every Thursday 7:30am
Meet us at the home of Sue and Alan Kaplan, where we start the day with
prayer, Torah study, thought-provoking conversations, and reflection.
Worship is followed by breakfast and friendly conversation.
Please call Rabbi Cove at 267.243.8155 or email him at rabbi@beiteinu.org

Have a

Tasty Recipe?

Email your favorite Jewish Holiday
Recipe to: info@beiteinu.org. We are
going to feature a new recipe each month
on our website and social media.

Hanukkah Questions:
(Answers on next page)

1

Why is the festival called “Hanukkah?”

2

What candles should be lit?

3

How do we light on Friday evening?

Learn With Us

Beiteinu is starting with a Torah study class every Friday
morning at Rabbi Cove’s home. If you have an English copy of
the Torah, please bring it along with you. If not, please come with your questions and desire to learn,
and we will provide the text. We begin each session with a blessing over the Torah. Through these
words, we thank God for the ability to engage with, question, challenges and discuss the words of
Torah. Come out and give it a try. We will have coffee, bagels and other nosh during our study.
For directions and more information, please contact Rabbi Cove at 267.243.8155 or via email at
rabbihowardcove@gmail.com or rabbi@beiteinu.org.
As Beiteinu evolves and we identify specific interests and needs, other classes and opportunities to
learn will be organized. In the meantime, please check out the links we have provided to connect
with local resources for intellectual, spiritual and creative growth
Gratz College

Interfaith Family

Tablet Magazine

A Sincere Thank You From Beiteinu
In the first six months of our existence we have received many blessings. Many
individuals have generously given time, talent and resources to create and
establish Beiteinu on the Jewish scene.
Thanks go out to Rich Nedelman, Alan and Sue Kaplan for hosting and
nourishing our Thursday morning minyan in Yardley.
A shout out goes to Nina Denbin and Sandra Herman for being the
welcoming committee during our first High Holiday worship services.
Our deep appreciation goes out to Stan and Diane Casacio, Mack and Tobi
Emanuel, Al and Sue Kaplan, Jackie and Larry Shapiro for their material
blessings in support of the mission of Beiteinu.

Tell Us

What

You
Think!

What you would like to
see in this newsletter?
What activities you would
like to do? Email your
feedback to:

info@beiteinu.org

Answers to Hanukkah Questions:
1 The name denotes the day of victory: “Hanu Koh” – they rested on the 25th day, in other words, on
the 25th day of the Hebrew month of Kislev, the Maccabees rested from their enemies.
Another reason: following the Maccabees’ victory, the Temple was purified and “Hanukat HaBayit”
was made – the Temple was rededicated.

2 On Hanukkah any sort of candle may be lit. People who want to be meticulous with the mitzva use

olive oil. Olive oil gives a special light and reminds us of the miracle of the oil. Care should be taken
to have enough oil in the cups to burn for at least a half-hour, and preferably, 50 minutes.

3 On Friday evening Hanukkah lights are lit before Shabbat. First, the Hanukkah lights are lit, and

then the Shabbat candles. Since on Friday, the Hanukkah lights are lit earlier than usual, the candles
should be bigger in order in order for them to last at least 70 minutes. (It is also nice to see them
burning during the Shabbat meal.)
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