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I know that many of us couldn't care less about the remainder of the football season. After

all, the Cowboys have clinched a spot and, more importantly, the Bills have as well.

Furthermore, pro football is an exploitative enterprise that relies on the destruction of

athletes’ bodies- predominantly black ones- for our entertainment; any nod to safety is just

so much window dressing. Having said that, I beg your indulgence for a moment as we

engage in some in-depth football analysis that is borderline Talmudic.

One of the major matchups of week 18, this week, that will determine the playoff landscape,

is the AFC matchup between the Las Vegas Raiders and the Los Angeles Chargers. So

significant is this meeting that the NFL and NBC Sports conspired to move the game to

Sunday evening
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, so as to heighten the tension and drama surrounding the game, and

capitalize on the Sunday Night Football audience for this winner-take-all battle.  There is one

scenario, however, that could take the wind out of NBC’s sails and render this game the

league’s worst nightmare. If the Colts win, there is only one spot available to the victor of the

Raiders/Chargers match. However, If the Jacksonville Jaguars upset the Indianapolis Colts,

the Colts are eliminated from playoff contention, and two potential spots are available for

both the Raiders and the Chargers…if they tie. It’s important to note that a Jaguars victory,
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https://profootballtalk.nbcsports.com/2022/01/02/week-18-schedule-changes-chargers-raiders-moves-to-s
unday-night-football/
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while not an impossibility, is not a particularly likely outcome; The Colts are 9-7, and have

been given a 93% chance of making the playoffs by fivethirtyeight.com. The Jaguars are 2-14,

about as reliable as the British car whose name they share. Furthermore, it is even rarer to

find a tie in an NFL match than on Shabbos afternoon in a Modern Orthodox community. A

tie in professional football can only take place if no one scores at the end of  overtime; there

is roughly a .2% chance of one occurring in any given NFL match. In this scenario, there is a

powerful disincentive to lose, but far less of an incentive to win. Theoretically, both sides

could decide, informally, to fix the game by avoiding heroic measures, agreeing, for example,

to run up the middle on every play until the clock runs out
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.  All this riveting analysis

presents a fascinating ethical dilemma. What happens when there is a disincentive, or a lack

of direct motivation, to putting in our best efforts? What does Judaism, and the Torah, have

to say about this?

Even though Pesach is a comfortable four months away, our Parsha deals with the mitzvot

governing the holiday of Pesach and, specifically, the Korban Pesach itself.

One of the unique laws of the Korban Pesach is that it had to be roasted whole, and

consumed in its entirety. Furthermore, there is a particular mandate unique to the Korban

Pesach- no bones could be broken when eating it.

שמות יב:מו

ֶצם ֥�א ִתְׁשְּברּו־ֽבֹו׃ ר ֑חּוָצה ְוֶע֖ יִת ִמן־ַהָּבָׂש֖ יא ִמן־ַהַּב֛ ל �א־תֹוִצ֧ יִת ֶאָח֙ד יֵָאֵכ֔ ְּבַב֤
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https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/news/this-bizarre-raiders-chargers-playoff-scenario-would-be-the-nfls-worst
-nightmare-and-it-could-still-happen/
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Exodus 12:46

It shall be eaten in one house: you shall not take any of the flesh outside the house; nor shall

you break a bone of it.

Why is this prohibited? What could be bad about slurping the delicious marrow out of a

Korban Pesach bone?

The Sefer HaChinuch
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offers a beautiful explanation. Part of the mitzvah of commemorating

our exodus from Egypt is to recall that we did so with our dignity intact, marching proudly

to our freedom like “ מלכיםבני ”- as royalty- and not runaway slaves. If we are a holy nation of

royal descent, it is beneath our station to consume food in a ravenous fashion, grinding down

bones and splitting them open like dogs. The Chinuch adds an expression that he

popularized through this mitzvah - “ הלבבותנמשכיםהפעולותאחריכי ”

For a person’s heart is drawn in after their deeds.

Even a person who is steeped in wisdom and whose heart is preoccupied with pure thoughts,

who desires to follow the Torah and perform Mitzvot, can become a less noble and more

degraded individual when they act frivolously and spend their time on narishkeit.

אפילו אם יהיה אדם צדיק גמור ולבבו ישר ותמים, חפץ בתורה ובמצות, אם אולי יעסק תמיד בדברים של דופי, כאילו

תאמר דרך משל שהכריחו המלך ומינהו באומנות רעה, באמת אם כל עסקו תמיד כל היום באותו אומנות, ישוב לזמן מן

הזמנים מצדקת לבו להיות רשע גמור, כי ידוע הדבר ואמת שכל אדם נפעל כפי פעולותיו, כמו שאמרנו.

ספר החינוך פרשת בא מצוה טז3
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While the thought of sitting and consuming the Paschal offering may feel distant to many of

us, the implications of the idea that our actions influence our feelings are readily relatable. In

the realm of food, there is the obvious. The way we act around food- whether we attack the

kiddush spread with atavistic gusto, or whether we expend a great deal of time and effort in

the acquisition of expensive food times or experiences- influences the kind people we are

and the values we espouse. Rabbi Moshe Weinberger recently spoke about a person who

bragged to him that he possessed a bottle of scotch that cost $200. Rabbi Weinberger

congratulated him, and then said, “But aren’t you embarrassed?” What he was saying was, “Is

this the kind of materialistic, food-obsessed person you aspire to be?” Beyond the way we

spend our money, and the way in which we eat, there is the manner in which we react to

setbacks and annoyances- both of which, in today’s world, are in abundance. For example,

using profanity is a perfectly acceptable mode of communication in most circles, as a way of

expressing a wide range of emotions, from joy and approval to anger and disappointment-

but speaking this way changes who we are. So does reacting in rage when we feel passionate

about an issue. When we let the Caps Lock to the talking rather than our words themselves,

we don’t just blow a fuse- we morph into people with short fuses, even if we only act this

way on occasion. When we fail to return the shopping cart, or run a stop sign at 3 AM, it also

has an effect on us, as it subconsciously instills within us the idea that rules don’t matter- and

sets a poor example for those around us, as well.

There is another important aspect to this message. In the same way that the way we eat, the

language we use, the way we react are all reflections of who we are- and indeed, influence
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who we are- the way we approach our religious obligations is the same way. There is no such

thing as a time when we don’t need to give it our all, in which we can let our guard down

and say that we don’t need to remain vigilant. Perhaps it is more convenient, or profitable, or

intelligent, not to put forth our best efforts on the football field, but an eved Hashem leaves

nothing on the field.

Rav Aharon Lichtenstein zt”l, the late, revered Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Har Etzion, was once

asked an interesting question by a talmid. This young man was poised to finish medical

school and had already matched for a residency. He had one or two exams left, and all he had

to do was pass them. He asked Rav Aharon whether studying for the test more than was

necessary simply to pass constituted bittul Torah, a waste of time better spent in Torah study.

Rav Aharon replied that he was obligated to expend the amount of effort necessary and

reasonable to perform well on the exam. He offered two reasons.. First, enrolling in the

course constituted a promise to his professor that he would demonstrate effort and

seriousness in the course. Failure to live up to this commitment was a breach of an implicit

contract. Beyond that unstated agreement, however, was a more serious issue, which was Rav

Aharon’s second concern. Excellence and laziness are both highly transmissible. Striving for

it in one realm instills within a person the discipline and work ethic to attain it in others, and

the converse is true as well. When we don’t put in our best efforts, when we engage in half

measures, when we break a few bones- it will carry over to every area of our lives.
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Today is the second yahrtzeit of our beloved Rebbetzin Annette Wolk z”l. If ever there was a

person who exemplified these qualities, it was her. She always took actions that led to

positivity and refinement- from the very beginning of the day, when she would take a power

walk around the Schultz Rosenberg Campus with her students. These few minutes of

exercise to take on the day put her students in a frame of mind to learn confidently. When

she danced at a wedding, she wasn’t just demonstrating happiness externally- it was a

reflection of what a joyous person she. Rebbetzin Wolk certainly felt passionately about

many issues, and she did not restrain herself from speaking her mind. This was particularly

true about education and Jewish observance. But even when she did speak her mind,  she

always did so with refinement and class. And she never did anything half measure; she gave

her all to every area of her life, wth discipline and excellence through and through. Let us

learn from the Korban Pesach- May our actions influence our deeds to be achieve excellence

and honor in every area of our lives, and may we continue to learn from, and live up to, the

example of Rebbetzin Wolk, who embodied its ideals to the utmost.
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