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You probably know that Havurah offers a rich program of adult learning. In addition to 
classes taught by Education Director Deborah Eisenbach-Budner and Rabbi Benjamin, many 
are led by our own members. Who are our current teachers? Below are their bios; take a look 
at the diversity of experience and interests they offer. (Find out more about this year’s classes 
on our website.) In future, we will publish teacher bios along with class descriptions. 
Whether you are already signed up or think you may do so another time, meet the people 
who are sharing their talents and perspectives with our community. We deeply appreciate 
their contributions. 

 
Joel Beinin retired from his position as a professor of Middle East history at Stanford 

University. He has lived, studied, and taught in Israel and Egypt. As a youth he was active in 
the Zionist movement; then, after studying Arabic and meeting Palestinian students, he began 
to think differently about Israel and Palestine. Working on the assembly line at an automotive 
factory also led him to become politically active in, and to write about, the Arab workers 
movement. 
 
Joel Bettridge is a professor of English at Portland State University. As co-chair of our 
Safety Committee, he provides leadership to our community in key areas including building 
safety, member safety, and cyber security. 
 

Roger Brewer, retired from his career as a chemist at Intel, has worked as a Spanish medical 
interpreter; he also speaks Ladino and Hebrew. He was a teacher in the Florence Melton 
Adult Jewish education program and has taught students in ESL, general science, and 
chemistry. He has a passion for all aspects of Jewish history, from Biblical times through the 
diaspora and up to modern Israel.  
 

Novelist and award-winning journalist Rebecca Clarren has been writing about the rural 
West for more than 20 years. Her newest work, An American Inheritance, tells the story of 
her great-grandparents, Jewish immigrant ranchers on the South Dakota prairie, and the 
Lakota who were displaced in order for her family to receive “free” land. 

 
Marsha Green has been an avid knitter for two decades. She focuses on making ritual items, 

such as prayer shawls and kippot, and enjoys teaching knitting skills to others. 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/staff.html
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Aliza Kaplan teaches law at Lewis & Clark College, where she serves as director of the 
Criminal Justice Reform Clinic and of counsel to the Forensic Justice Project. Previously, she 
was deputy director of the national Innocence Project and co-founded the New England 
Innocence Project. In addition, she is a documentary film producer with an Academy Award 
nomination. 
 

Oren Kosansky is associate professor of anthropology at Lewis & Clark College and the 

founding director of its Middle East and North African studies program. He has published 
widely on the history of the Jews of Morocco and directs the Rabat Genizah Project, a digital 
archive of Moroccan Jewish documents. 
 

Since November, 2020, Jenn Louis has been bringing food and necessities to nine homeless 

tent camps and helping redirect excess food from gleaners and distributors to people in need. 
Before she began this work, she won multiple awards during her two-decade career as a chef 
and owner of three Portland restaurants and a catering company and the author of three 
cookbooks.  
 

Karen Mitzner holds master’s degrees in teaching and transpersonal psychology. She 

worked as a medical writer and editor, and as an instructor and lecturer, at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. Currently she focuses on spiritual healing and the psychology of 
forgiveness. 

 
David Newman is a nurse practitioner. He also co-founded and serves as director of the 
Rafiki Village Project, which works in partnership with villages in Tanzania to help meet 
basic needs –  including access to education, health care, clean water, and economic 
opportunities – to break the cycle of poverty. As co-chair of our book group, he enjoys 
discussing books with other passionate readers, especially novels that challenge us to uncover 
their richness and depth.  
 

Laura Orgel holds a PhD in psychology. In her private therapy practice she works with 

children, adults, and seniors. Through Havurah, she brings her psychology training, her 
lifelong love of reading, and her upbringing as the child of a psychoanalyst and a writer to 
her perspective on the literature of trauma. Previously she has taught Havurah workshops on 
child and family issues, including parenting. 
 

Tivona Reith is an ordained rabbinic chaplain and director of studies for the ALEPH Jewish 

Renewal seminary. She has used psalms extensively in her chaplaincy, when sitting shmira for 
the deceased, leading life-cycle rituals, and in spiritual direction settings. As preparation for 
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her ordination in 2012, she studied a psalm a day through chant, art-play, and creative 
journaling, and loves exploring with others the rich layers of meaning and imagery in psalms. 
 

Born and raised in Israel, Racheli Ross is a native speaker of Hebrew. She works in the 

David Douglas school district as a speech and language pathologist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


