
Support Legislation Focused on Racial Justice 

The Social Action Working Group of the Havurah Racial Justice Committee has a time 

sensitive opportunity for you to be involved in two important legislative actions 

happening now in the short session, so time is of the essence. These issues are as 

follows: 

Still in Prison Coalition - Senate Bill 1511 

This campaign seeks to allow people convicted by non-unanimous juries the chance to 

have their cases retried. In April 2020, the United States Supreme Court ruled the racist 

and antisemetic law in Oregon that allowed non-unanimous decisions was 

unconstitutional. Going forward, Oregon will require unanimous jury decisions. 

However, there are hundreds still in prison who were convicted by a non-unanimous 

jury and many who served their time but are still dealing with the implications of having 

a felony on their record. It is only fair that these people have the opportunity to have 

their cases retried. 

The coalition is asking the legislature to make this change possible through legislation.  

If this passes, it would mean that all those who have been convicted by a non-

unanimous jury have an opportunity to request a retrial. District Attorneys would decide 

whether to dismiss the case or have a retrial.  

How can you help support HB 1511: 

1. Two ways to Email Legislators (do them both) 

● Bend the Arc-PDX has created a simple and easy way for you to contact your 

legislators. Follow this link to do the same 

● Email legislators with a message crafted by Still In Prison Coalition 

2. Share the campaign on social media with tools from Still in Prison Coalition 

3. If you know someone impacted by the conviction from a non-unanimous jury share 

your story or have them share theirs 

The Transforming Justice Coalition - Senate Bill 1510  

This bill will implement criminal legal system policy reforms in 3 areas that 

disproportionately impact people of color: 

● Reduce racial disparities in traffic stops 

● Improve success for people on probation 

● Invest in communities to address racial disparities in the criminal justice system 

How you can help support HB 1510: 

1.  Add your name to a petition to support this legislation 

2. Email your legislator with a message crafted by Transforming Justice Coalition  

https://www.stillinprison.org/
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2022R1/Measures/Overview/SB1511
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2022R1/Measures/Overview/SB1511
https://www.bendthearc.us/oregon_retrials?utm_campaign=01262022_pdx_sip&utm_medium=email&utm_source=jewishaction
https://act.newmode.net/action/color-change/send-letter-demand-oregon-legislature-supports-justice-people-imprisoned-racist
https://www.stillinprison.org/amplify
https://www.stillinprison.org/share
https://www.stillinprison.org/share
https://www.stillinprison.org/share
https://transformingjusticecoalition.org/
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2022R1/Measures/Overview/SB1510
https://transformingjusticecoalition.org/addyourname
https://transformingjusticecoalition.org/takeaction#/32/


3. Share the campaign on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 

4. Share your story and ask others to share theirs 

If you have questions about either of these issues please reach out to Bob Brown, Jon 

Balgley, or Ben Andersone-Nathe 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TransformingJusticeOR/
https://www.facebook.com/TransformingJusticeOR/
https://www.instagram.com/transformingjusticeor/
https://www.instagram.com/transformingjusticeor/
https://twitter.com/TJCoalitionOR
https://twitter.com/TJCoalitionOR
https://transformingjusticecoalition.org/yourstory

