
Summary of Havurah Shalom Book Discussion Group Annual Meeting, 

3/15/22 

 

The year’s discussion (2022) confirmed last year’s discourse in which general 

satisfaction was expressed about how the book group functions, including the 

criteria for membership, book selection, the meeting time, and whether to invite 

participation from authors. If you want to read last year’s summary, see the HS Book 

Group webpage:  

https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/SummaryofHSBookGrpGeneralMtgon3.16.2

1.pdf 

 

However, there were also some changes agreed upon after discussions about 

several things that it would be helpful for you to know: 

 

Access to books: Starting now and going forward through the 8/22 to 7/23 new 

round of book discussions, the book group’s budget allows for the Havurah Shalom 

library to buy three copies of each book scheduled to be read and discussed. David 

Newman and Stacey Hankin are working on getting the books into the library. They are 

easy to find, since Marjorie Bennett, the librarian, has rearranged the library to include a 

shelf dedicated solely to the HS Book Discussion Group.  Look for it on the wall 

opposite to the library entrance in the middle shelf on the far-left corner. This access will 

begin as soon as Marjorie Bennett can purchase books from our list. Questions about a 

book’s availability? Email Marjorie Bennett marjorie.bennett@gmail.com. 

 

Balancing the selected reading list: Feedback from Elinor Gollay has moved 

us to consider more fully how to ensure that book club members experience reading a 

wide variety of books. This would include fiction and non-fiction, “lighter” and shorter, to 

more dense and longer books, as well as books that cover a variety of topics–racism, 

immigration, WWII, holocaust, etc. In order to do that, after the member vote that we 

have to determine book selections, the Co-Chairs will try to schedule the books with the 

discussion leaders (i.e., the people who suggested the book), in a way that allows as 

much as possible for books in the same category to be spaced out within the calendar. 

 

Hybrid version for meetings that include both Zoom and in physical presence 

is still a goal, so that we can include as many people as possible who want to attend 

discussions. However, we are still not sure when this will happen.  We would like to 

have people attend in person as soon as possible, and to have the virtual technology in 

place at the same time. Look for notices of when this will happen in the book group 

email list as well as in Hineinu and HaKol.. 

 

https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/SummaryofHSBookGrpGeneralMtgon3.16.21.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/SummaryofHSBookGrpGeneralMtgon3.16.21.pdf


Additional Suggestion for book discussion leaders: Having additional 

materials available to the book group members before the book discussion, such as 

interviews with the author, past reviews of the book, or other related material, has been 

very well received. It typically is read before the discussion, thus adding to the 

discussion and the enjoyment of the readers. 

 

Visit the HS Book Discussion Group webpage: 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/book-group Please consider this as a resource for 

answering your questions. 

 

Adoption of Rules for the Book Group Proposed by Stacey Hankin: 

1. Leader starts the meeting to order on time. 

2. Bring an open heart and good intentions. 

3. Assume others in the group have an open heart and good intentions. 

4. Be prepared to listen and contribute. 

5. Use your physical or electronic hand when you want to add to the discussion. 

6. Respect the moderator by staying within the framework of the discussion they 

spent time preparing for and waiting until they recognize your physical or 

electronic hand. 

7. Use the chat space only to post additional resources that are relevant to the 

discussion, e.g., other books, authors, and not as an additional discussion 

space. 

8. Leader ends the meeting on time. 

 

Suggestion for a Havurah Youth Book Group: This is still on hold pending 

further information about this possibility. One current suggestion is having a HS Book 

Group member read a book to a HS class of younger children. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/book-group

