
“On A Mission to Alleviate 

Poverty in the Portland Region    
“We have a ca l l ing to  empower every  brother  
and sister  in  our  community  fac ing  hardship  
and hopelessness.  We walk together as  an 
a l l iance o f  interfa ith  communit ies because we 
bel ieve doing th ings  together  is  better  than 
do ing them a lone.  We lead with our hearts  and 

open our minds to  understand the causes of  p overty and the cha l lenges o f  escaping it .  We work hand -
in-hand with  fami l ies l iv ing  in poverty  by encouraging and support ing  them as  they  move to  stabi l ity.  
We bo ld ly  advocate for  systemic change to  help  el iminate the root  causes o f  poverty.  We know the 
road is  long but we bel ieve as Martin  Luther K ing,  J r .  d id  when he said,  “fai th i s  taking the f i rst  step 
even when you don’t  see the whole sta i rcase."    Tom Hering   

  

 

4TH OF JULY  

“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we 

shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support 

any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success 

of liberty”. John F. Kennedy   

 

 

JUNE 6 - INTERFAITH ALLIANCE MEETING- Featuring David Yaden 

Portland 2.0 Project,  by Bonnie Gregg 
 
Following opening prayer offered by Pastor Don Frazier,  Genesis 
Community Fellowship, Interfaith Alliance Co-Chair, Carol Turner, 
introduced Speaker Dave Yaden, Creator of the Portland 2.0:  
Joint Project supported by OPB and PSU. 
               
Dave shared document authored by himself and Jessica Vega 
Pederson, Multnomah County Commissioner: “Beginning in the 
late 1960s, the Portland region boldly decided to head in a 
direction different from other urban areas—turning away from 
sprawl and freeways, rebuilding a vital and active downtown, 

maintaining desirable neighborhoods and attractive public parks and amenities. It gained a reputation 
for urban success, civic vitality and innovation. Let’s call that Portland 1.0. “However, our quality of life 
has not been equally shared.  Some were simply left out, excluded.   Importantly, the burdens of our 
desirability, especially displacement and housing affordability, have fallen disproportionately on those 
least equipped to cope and those historically bypassed by our “urban success,” especially communities 
of color and lower income groups. “Growth is creating new strains. And circumstances have changed, 
including an increasingly diverse population, technology, the economy, modes of civic engagement. 

 “The Portland 2.0 project arose out of a belief that it is time to assess how things have changed and 
to ask some big questions about governance as a shared civic endeavor of citizens and leaders–about 

 

 

https://portland2.org/blog/


how things do or don’t get done, about the capacity of our civic infrastructure to shape and achieve 
Portland 2.0.  “Portland is at an inflection point.  The vision and investments that began in the 1960’s 
made our city an urban trailblazer.  Leaders chose light rail over sprawl and freeways, created an active 
downtown and reclaimed public waterfront – all hallmarks of that success.  But as our region grows, we 
feel the strain of rising housing prices, snarled commutes and income inequality. 

“We need new solutions to today’s problems, yet also a different mindset about how to get things done.  
After all, much has changed:  civic engagement has morphed with technology, our population has 
boomed, political power has become more diffused.  And we are concerned about those excluded from 
sharing the fruits of our region’s success, such as communities of color and low income individuals who 
have seen their neighborhoods razed or have been priced out of their homes by gentrification. 

In search of solutions, we recently brought together more than 250 civic leaders and activists, elected 
and emerging leaders, experts and members of the public to discuss how to once again move Portland 
forward.  Here are some of the key takeaways:  Portland has successfully invested in our sense of place, 
but not in our people.  We’ve protected our farmland and forests, devoted funding to parks, light rail 
and downtown.  But we haven’t invested as much in people, particularly the most vulnerable.  We need 
to care as much about our neighbors as our neighborhoods. Most of our past successes were based on 
building broad alliances. 

• Our politics have become more adversarial, advocating against leadership instead of engaging 
with leadership.  We need to focus less on what we are against, and more on what we are for.  

• We strive for livability, but too often have allowed those investments to accrue as personal 
wealth instead of our common wealth.   

• Our livability investments have disproportionately benefited property owners, often at the 
expense of those who don’t own property. We have financialized housing, making it an equity 
for quick profit instead of a bond – a long-term investment and a shared commitment to 
community, stability, and a sense of belonging. 

• We’ve become comfortable being uncomfortable around issues of race and equality.  Instead of 
being galvanized to act, we are content to discuss. 

• Our civic arena has expanded.  We no longer have white men in a smoke-filled room making 
decisions.  But this expansion needs to lead to empowerment of marginalized communities.  
Empowerment shouldn’t be seen as disenfranchising others, but rather as a more inclusive and 
equitable distribution of power. 

• We need to find ways to connect young, emerging leaders with the old guard, so that we can 
build trust and understanding. 

“We shouldn’t be afraid of challenging how we exercise our civic business, whether it is our forms of 
government or our methods of civic participation.  The event we convened was the beginning of what 
will be an ongoing dialogue about these issues and more.  We are encouraged by what we heard.  
Challenges present opportunities, and with shared values as our foundation, we are confident we can 
forge a better, more equitable Portland.” 

Dave advised that it is important to envision Portland as we want it to be, a city where everyone has 
affordable housing, good health care and education, jobs with sufficient income  not only to pay the 



bills, but allow individuals/families to prosper:  where communities of racial/ethnic/religious diversity 
can  live together in harmony; in an environment protected from pollution; where businesses and 
neighborhoods flourish; where everyone takes pride in “being a Portlander” and is willing to be 
accountable for making our highest aspirations come true.  He observed that while we figure out “the 
strategies” to achieve these goals, we need to keep our eye fixed on the Portland 2.0 vision of our 
future. 

Following Dave Yarden’s remarks, Carol invited meeting members to break into small discussion 
groups to  consider impact of the Portland 2.0 Project and its implications for how the Interfaith 
Alliance does its work. 

 

Comments following included: 

• We need to keep our oars in the water! 

• We need to support efforts to achieve economic/social equity. 

• We need to stop “being comfortable with being uncomfortable” whenever injustice occurs, and 
do something about it. 

• We need to listen to new voices together with those who have led the way in the past. 

• We need to make our own voices heard. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Les Wardenaar 

Les Wardenaar advised that the Interfaith Alliance currently has $2,800.00 in its budget and that he felt 
the Alliance was in “reasonably good shape” to add a part-time, paid, administrative assistant position.  
Assistant would be expected to work 5 or 6 hours a month @ $20/hour, reporting to Co-Chair, and 
assisting as needed copying materials, and doing other tasks as assigned.  It was suggested that perhaps 
an individual already employed by one of the congregations might be willing to take on this work.  
Interfaith Alliance members voted to approve this proposal. 

 

SUMMER RECESS 

During its summer recess, Carol Turner suggested members might want to review ECONorthwest study 
on Homelessness in Oregon:  A review of Trends, Causes and Policy Options in order to provide 
recommendations for actions by the Interfaith Alliance this fall. 

 

 

 

The meeting was closed by a prayer offered by Velynn Brown, daughter 
of Pastor Don Frazier, and Director of Faith and Equity, for the Center 
for Equity & Inclusion   velynn@ceipdx.org 
 

  

 

 

 
 



JUNE  11 - MAYOR WHEELER’S STAFF FOLLOW-UP MEETING WITH 

INTERFAITH ALLIANCE –by Bonnie Gregg 

 

In order to enable a more in-depth conversation 
regarding the crisis of poverty in Portland and the 
City’s efforts to solve it, members of the mayor’s 
staff met with members of the Interfaith Alliance 
on Tuesday, June 11th, at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church. 
 
Questions submitted by those attending the 
Mayor Wheeler May 13th presentation were used 
as a framework for the discussion.  Following 
welcome by Carol Turner, Co-Chair of the Interfaith 
Alliance, and opening prayer offered by 
Westminster Pastor, Beth Neel, Les Wardenaar, 
member of the Alliance led the conversation, 
explaining, “We are here to let the City speak to 
us.” 

 
The Housing Emergency 
Cupid Alexander advised that in 2015 Mayor Charles Hales had declared a State of Crisis in Portland, 
which has been renewed by Mayor Ted Wheeler.  Declaring a state of emergency allows the City “to 
leap frog bureaucracy”, enabling the City to implement actions to address the crisis.  Marc Jolin advised 
they have increased shelter capacity, developed village models, and implemented code changes, to 
assist the short-term crisis, enabling 35,000 people to be either prevented from becoming homeless OR 
sheltered OR assisted in obtaining temporary housing.  The least expensive option are measures to help 
people from becoming homeless in the first place.  
 
 Although the number and capacity of shelters have been increased, the number of homeless needing 
shelter continues to expand, so that in effect “there is always a line outside the door”, and an average 
2,000 people sleep outside every night. 
 
Helping people obtain temporary housing requires the involvement of service organizations such as 
Central City Concern.  In order to maintain a roof over your head requires an income sufficient not only   
to cover the cost of rent, but to pay utilities, buy food, clothes, medical care, transportation, etc.  Social 
security/ disability income, or minimum/low wages are often insufficient to cover these costs. 
 
Longer Term Zoning and Policy Management 
 

• Infill zoning changes will assist development.    

• City and Metro bonds are helping to increase affordable housing.  It is anticipated that through 
bonds and budgeting, 2,000 housing units will become available within the next 10 years, with 
provision made to accommodate low incomes. 

• Single Residency Occupancy (SRO’s) are being “modernized”. 

 

Marc Jolin, Joint Office of Homeless Services, Seraphie 

Allen, Policy Adviser and Community Affairs Liaison,    

and Cupid Alexander, Senior Policy Advisor  to Mayor 

Wheeler 

 



• Urban Renewal can help by promoting density of housing, provided efforts are made to protect 
current residents from displacement.  The Hill Block project was cited as a recent effort to do 
collaborative planning by members of the community.   
 

Because Portlanders have traditionally had single family homes, it is not easy to adapt to the concept of 
multiple housing.  Nevertheless, now may be the time to build such housing.  Purchasing parcels of 
property for development may be required.  A variety of options will need to be considered, establishing 
“a 10-year housing pipeline”, where hopefully “there will be space for all Portlanders.”   
 
There was agreement that there needs to be more cooperation among City Commissioners when 
housing proposals are presented   by faith communities to construct affordable housing on their 
property.  It was noted that Piedmont Union Church in North Portland has been trying for five years to 
build affordable housing on their property, but has been tied up in the approval process.    

 
Homelessness 
The mayor’s staff stressed the importance of understanding the spectrum of services provided to the homeless, as 
well as the overall structure of the economy, legal issues, etc. and the need “to find a balance” that serves all 
Portlanders. 
 
Campers who choose to put their tents in areas where there are no bathrooms and no garbage service or adjacent 
to neighborhoods with schools, present problems for the community.  Portlanders call the City, at about 500 calls 
per week, demanding they take action.  Before a sweep is conducted, “an assessment”  is done, often by Job Corp 
employees.  They rank the camp from 0-100, as to garbage, bio-hazardous waste, and aggressive behavior, etc.  If 
criteria is met, Sweep is posted.  
 
Other models have been explored in Salt Lake City, San Antonio, San Francisco, and Los Angeles.  Currently the 
Navigator Center modeled after San Francisco and Seattle seems to offer the most promise.  However, it isn’t as 
if no one knows what to do.  What is lacking are resources to accomplish it.  It’s a matter of money.  For instance, 
using the mortgage tax deduction to address the needs of the poor might make prove helpful.  Increasing federal 
support would make surely make a differnce.  In the meantime, people need to understand that the City is trying 
to manage with existing resources.   
 
“Look at what we’ve done,” they said.  “Help us find solutions.” The Mayor’s staff agreed to meet again in the fall 
with the Interfaith Alliance.   For more information, consult “Poverty in Portland: Strategies to address Portland’s 
Housing Need,”  Mayor Wheeler power point presentation at May 13 meeting. 

Mayor Wheeler 

Forum Poverty in Portland (1).pptx
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JUNE 13 - BUREAU OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY’S 

RESIDENTIAL INFILL PROJECT MEETING  by Sarah Carolus and Liz Stepp 

Chris Smith, the Vice Chairman of the Planning and Sustainability Commission, met with Advocacy members June 
13 to discuss the Bureau of Planning & Sustainability’s Residential Infill Project (RIP).  
 
RIP addresses Portland's housing crisis, because the housing unit supply is not keeping up with demand.  Income 
inequality is also a factor in the crisis. Proposed Oregon legislation (HB 2001) would require cities with population 
greater than 10,000 to allow duplexes in single-family residential zones.    Portland is projected to grow by more 
than 100,000 households by 2035. Two objectives of RIP: to minimize older house demolition and redevelopment 
of large “McMansions,” and to promote “missing middle” housing options by increasing opportunities to have 
more units per property.   
 
Current zoning regulations are from the 1950s when single family neighborhoods were emphasized.  RIP zoning 
is designed to create more, smaller and more affordable living units and will affect R2.5, R5, R7 and R10 (SFR) 
zones. Now: only single dwelling unit and one Accessory Dwelling Unit per property are options in these 
zones.  There will be more housing options and different building forms available under RIP - duplex, triplex, 
fourplex and combinations of those are new.  Building size will also be limited, and proposed no minimum 
required off-street parking spaces in all SFR zones.  So over time more parking will shift to on-street.  
 
Expensive neighborhoods, such as Irvington and Laurelhurst, will not be affected because land there is too 
valuable.  Neighborhoods predicted to see the most change by RIP would be those in an “opportunity area” 
band between 60th and 122nd and St. Johns.  The population predicted to be helped will be those in the 80 - 
120% AMI because affordability access will be better. There is an estimated range of 4,000 to 24,000 units to be 
created in the 20-year planning period.  Bonus density incentives are available for building at least one “affordable 
unit” (80% median family income) per development and for providing accessibility.   
 
 Displacement through buy-out and redevelopment is an issue, particularly in areas where the largest degree of 
change is forecast: Lents, Montavilla and Brentwood-Darlington neighborhoods.  East Portland houses people 
who have already been displaced, people of color and those of low income vulnerability. The Planning and 
Sustainability Commission sent to City Council a recommendation for displacement mitigation measures and 
programs to be included with RIP proposed zoning changes. City Council has a displacement study included in 
their current budget, but there’s no certainty of mitigation being added to RIP.  These neighborhoods need good 
displacement mitigation to counteract RIP effects. There is currently no good answer about how to create that 
mitigation and where funds would come for a mitigation plan. Commissioner Fritz is against RIP (not because of 
displacement fears).  Both Mayor Wheeler and Commissioner Eudaly are concerned with the displacement that 
might occur with RIP.  Chris recommended we speak to someone from the non-profit Anti Displacement PDX to get 
their views.  
 
The Planning and Sustainability Commission has concluded its work on RIP. Chris is 80% positive that it will pass 
and thinks it will be concluded in spring of 2020.  Work Sessions with P&SC members, Mayor & City 
Commissioners (prior to public hearings) are public and are televised.  Chris believes that more dwelling units at 
lower prices and smaller sizes will help Portland.  Minneapolis had done a similar approach, and Seattle has tried 
something more urban.   Another proposal from Planning and Sustainability - Better Housing By Design – is 
scheduled to go first, followed closely by RIP.  The BHBD will probably be passed by City Council this fall. This 
revises development and design standards in multi-dwelling zones (primarily addressing multi-story apartment 

buildings with ground floor retail) and includes incentives to promote creation of smaller units.   



ST JOHNS  HOMELESS 
CAMPS by Bonnie Gregg based on Allison 
Place reports in her article, “A TENT 
CAMP OUTSIDE ST. JOHNS CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH”, in the May 22nd issue of the 
Willamette Week 

 
In May we reported that St. Johns 
Christian Church had offered   the 
Hazelnut Grove Homeless Community a 
place to move  from their current location 
in the Overlook neighborhood, from 
which they have been ordered to vacate 
by the City.   
 

Allison Place reports that, “Denis Theriault, the spokesperson for the Joint Office of Homeless Services, 
says that while the St. Johns Christian Church is being considered as a site for the residents of Hazelnut 
Grove to relocate to, nothing is finalized, and that they are considering another location in St.Johns as 
well.  He acknowledges the church site does present fewer challenges than any other site, and that site 
construction could start as early as September and could be built by Spring 2020.”  Although members 
of St. Johns Christian Church are receptive to the move, that is not true among all residents of St. Johns, 
who have expressed concerns about having a homeless camp being planted in their neighborhood. The 
St. Johns homeless are also concerned.  Homeless advocate, Mimi German, says “For Hazelnut Grove to 
come here is not a problem;”  however, she added, “For St. Johns houseless to have nothing is a 
problem.” 
 
When a homeless village was swept out of their old location on a bike trail in St. Johns, German 
initiated the move of about 10 people to set up camp, unannounced, in a grassy lot across from the 
church. “The church sanctioned a village to come here,” says German.  “So, what’s the matter with 
this?”  In response to her pleas to let the group stay for at least two weeks to get some rest, St. Johns 
Pastor Libby wrote to German, “We  simply can’t have them camping on the property.  I’ve spoken 
with them and told them this.  They stayed last night, but they need to stop camping on the property 
today.”   Allison reports that the impromptu camp calls itself the Jason Barnes Village, named after a 
member of their group who was hit and killed by a drunk driver, while out collecting cans.  “It became all 
the more important for us to get this village going”.  Within days the group had firmly relocated onto the 
church property.  German said, “The pastor came by this morning with coffee and wants to speak with 
folks fron the Jason Barnes Village.  A port-a-potty was dropped off earlier in the afternoon.” 
 
Allison reports that “Laterice Brown, a houseless resident of the Jason Barnes Village, surmises that 
the reticence in letting people from Jason Barnes Village stay on church property is predicated on past 
interactions with homeless people who have camped in the area and not respected the space.  Brown 
says she understands where the parishioners are coming from.  “I can understand that.  No one wants 
to have to deal with that.  But me, my husband and my friends, we’re not like that.  We’re way 
different from that.  We’re not trying to be here forever; this is not a lifetime thing.  This is only 
temporary.”  https://www.wweek.com/news/city/2019/05/22/a-north-portland-church-offered-to-host-a-pod-village-for-

homeless-people-then-campers-arrived-unannounced/published May 22; updated May 22  
 

 

https://www.wweek.com/news/city/2019/05/22/a-north-portland-church-offered-to-host-a-pod-village-for-homeless-people-then-campers-arrived-unannounced/published%20May%2022
https://www.wweek.com/news/city/2019/05/22/a-north-portland-church-offered-to-host-a-pod-village-for-homeless-people-then-campers-arrived-unannounced/published%20May%2022


“Portland homeless camps clean- 

up program needs improving, 

auditors say” by Gordon R. Friedman and Molly 

Harbarger (The Oregonian/Oregon Live March 20, 2019 

 

”Managers of Portland’s program for finding and 
cleaning up homeless camps need to do a better 
job, City Auditors concluded. They need to better 
communicate with people who report camps and 
with those who live in them, the audit found.  
Camps need to be strategically prioritized for clean 
up, it said.  And tents, ID cards, credit cards and 
other property confiscated from illegal camp sites 
needs to be better catalogued and stored and 
more readily returned to its owners, the audit said. 
 
“On the other hand, “The cleanup program, which 

costs $3.6 million a year, does a satisfactory job of finding and cleaning Portland’s many homeless 
camps auditors concluded after interviews with program workers, field observations and document 
reviews.  For example, they found crews removed more than 2. million pounds of garbage from area 
camps in fiscal 2017 and are usually polite to people they are booting from illegal campsites.  But 
auditors also found much room to improve.  “Since 2015, Portland has had a streamlined system, called 
One Point of Contact, that allows people to notify officials of illegal campsites.  Contracted crews 
subsequently remove tents, garbage and other items from some of the sites that get reported and store 
campers’ seized belongings. The audit, conducted during summer and fall 2018, found that residents say 
they appreciate having a one-stop-shot for complaints about homeless people and camps, but frequent 
users say they find the pace too sluggish. Users of the system also complain they are not notified when 
camps they report are put on the clean-up list or actually dealt with.  The city says it will fix this. 
 
“When officials created the One Point of Contact system, they said the database would allow 
complaints of camps to be prioritized for clean-up.  Crews were to visit each site to judge it on 
biohazards, garbage and other factors such as whether campers are aggressive or openly using drugs. 
But auditors said they found little evidence that such prioritizing occurred nor what criteria were 
invoked when deciding which camp to tackle next or leave alone.  Auditors also found the city 
frequently ignores hundreds of residents’ complaints.  The week of June 4, 2018, for example, the city 
received 680 complaints about homeless camps but never followed up on them in 254 cases, auditors 
concluded.  That non-response doesn’t comport with the crackdown on illegal camping instituted by 
Mayor Ted Wheeler earlier in his term. “There’s nowhere trash is acceptable.  There’s nowhere 
needles are acceptable.  There’s nowhere graffiti on public right of ways are acceptable,” Wheeler 
said in 2017. 
 
“The clean-up crews are supposed to give occupants of tents and tarps 48 hours to 10 days’ notice to 
pack up their stuff and move on before a sweep.  The crews dismantle any structures left behind, lay 
items on the ground, photograph and document them, then either throw items in the trash or take 
them to storage. But homeless people interviewed by auditors complained they are not given time to 
pack their things and have trouble retrieving confiscated property.  And the imprecise eight-day 
window leaves many feeling anxious a sweep could come at any moment. 

 



 
“Homeless people and advocates say that retrieving items from a single storage location – a warehouse 
in Southeast Portland – is not easy for people without cars.  And homeless people reported to auditors 
that they sometimes gave up on trying to get their property back because crews at the city warehouse 
took so long  finding it.  The city also did not store valuables such as IDs, credit cards and prescription 
medications separately from shelves full of blankets, tent parts and other property.  Officials have since 
instituted a separate filing system for those items, the audit said. 
 
“Auditors found a deep divide among Portlanders over camp removals.  Some found the so-called 
“sweeps” to be harsh.  Others said illegal camping should never be tolerated. “We had extremes from, 
“You’re harassing people, you should leave them alone,” to the polar opposite, which essentially was, 
“Arrest these people,” said lead auditor, Kristine Adams-Wannberg.  Wheeler and Chief Administrative 
Officer, Tom Rinehart responded to the audit with a letter saying they will follow through on auditors’ 
recommendations and have already begun making reforms. Camping on public property is illegal in 
Portland.  Auditors noted that Wheeler’s administration has allowed homeless people to break those 
laws while the city works to find people housing.  Adams-Wannberg said auditors did not probe 
Wheeler’s decision to let the law go unenforced. read:https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/201 
 

CITY SWEEPS OF HOMELESS CAMPS 
BY Michael O’Mahoney. 

 
Last week we supported friends outside who were swept three times in just seven days -- and it will happen again this week as 
well. The City is conducting approximately 100 sweeps a week now. We estimate that this negatively impacts over 400 
people weekly who are trying to survive outside. There is nowhere for them to go, so they move essentially out of eyesight 
and wait to be forced to move again.  I think the point of the sweeping is to harass those living outside enough so they choose 
to either leave the City (and go to a neighboring area) or they 'buckle' and enter a shelter (which they dread). Either way, they 
are gone from our sight.  My heart aches as we see this happen again and again. I know there are problems when people are 
living outside; I also know they are precious gifts from God. Marilyn Robb was with me one day last week and wrote the 
following poem for Ty and Wyndi. 
 

THE GROUND WILL NOT REMAIN BENEATH MY FEET - by Marilyn Robb 06/01/2019 

 

The ground will not remain beneath my feet. 

It shifts each time the trucks arrive.... 

Each time the men with hardened hearts 

consume all of my earthy goods 

and bind them in their plastic bags. 

The ground will not remain beneath my feet. 

Each time I move I hope to stay. 

I stake my claim 

and build my home. 

A stranger’s blankets for my bed. 

A different earth to feel against my bones. 

The ground will not remain beneath my feet. 

I am a homeless, helpless nomad. 

Like the Israelites of Moses’ time, 

I long to find the promised land.... 

but the ground will not remain beneath my feet. 



 Cully Housing Action Team 

(CHAT)”  Notes  by Marilyn Mauch - 

Tuesday, June 4, 2019 

The meeting, attended by approximately 25 
people,  was “chaired” by Anna Gordon, 
Community Program Manager for Living Cully. 
New members of the CHAT Leadership Team 
were introduced.  They are composed of folks 
interested in taking an active role learning 
how to lead Cully housing, energy saving and 
other community improvements. A video 

recording was shown of the Las Adelitas event held on May 18th  celebrating progress being made on the 
property formerly housed by the “Sugar Shack.” The derelict building is totally gone and one sees now a 
sea of new cement pavement.  Erection of the building hasn’t commenced yet.  Las Adelitas is the name 
chosen for the 141 affordable housing complex with community meeting space that Hacienda CDC plans 
on building at the site.  (Note:  Hacienda CDC is also a part of the Living Cully organization.) .  
 
About 225 people attended including many children.  There was a lively band and several singers, face-
painting for the kids, a fabulous balloon-tying corner creating really magnificent animals, a stall for 
writing post-cards to City Council members explaining the Cully residents’ great desire for the Las 
Adelitas affordable housing complex to happen and a video recording site for people to tell their desires 
for the proposed affordable housing/community gathering space.  Hacienda CDC and City dignitaries 
gave speeches.  And, five of the Latino moms had made an absolutely delicious posole (chicken, tomato 
and hominy soup).  
 
A drone-facilitated camera took a picture of many of us forming the number 141.  A video was made of 
activities and folks at the event and will be posted soon on the Living Cully facebook page.    The varied 
assembly of folks attending the event included Latinos, Caucasians, young and old with lots of parents 
bringing their children.  
 
Marilyn reported “ For me, absolutely, the most touching memento, and an unexpected one, is that 
some of the exterior tiles that covered the notorious Sugar Shack building have been embedded in the 
cement pad covering the site, as if to remind folks that out of an unfortunate, blight in the 
community, affordable housing and a community gathering space will hopefully take its place. “  
 
Fair access in renting (FAIR) ordinance  Anthony Bencivengo from Portland Tenants United briefed the 
Cully folks on a proposed law which the Portland City Council is currently considering. Anthony invited 
them   to sign a petition of support which he had brought with him and said that at this point while 
Commissioners Eudaly and Hardesty are supportive of the law, Commissioner Fish seems to be  “not 
sure.”  Anthony thought that Mayor Wheeler was a “question mark” at this point, perhaps tending to 
"yes."  I believe he said that Commissioner Fritz was likely to be opposed.  City Council voting will occur 
week 17 -21 June. 
 
Oak Leaf Welcome Home Party, Saturday, July 20 – 11 am – 2 pm – We’re invited!!  The Oak Leaf 
Mobile Home Park is like new – reports are that the site and homes are just terrific.  We’re invited to 
come and view the facility on the 20th.  There will be a barbeque and music. 

 

 



 
NEW/ADDITIONAL Campaign Event to gather support for bringing to reality the Las Adelitas’ 141 
affordable housing complex! 
This campaign is a follow-on to the Las Adelitas Plaza event held on May 18th at the former Sugar Shack 
site.  Although Hacienda CDC Hacienda is  confident necessary funds will materialize to complete the 
project, they are still looking for 13 million more in dollars needed.  The representatives asked for 
CHAT’s support to highlight the need for this additional funding.   
 
CHAT has now reviewed and refined their message.  Rather than stressing the dollars still needed 
and  focusing on any particular source for the funds, they’re slightly repackaging their message to BUILD 
AWARENESS among City officials and the City Commissioners about how much the prospective housing 
complex means to the residents of Cully and their great desire to see this project to fruition regardless 
of the source of the funding.   
 
On TUESDAY, JUNE 18th Cully families and friends are invited to a fun family event in the park opposite 
City Hall AND 500 postcards will be delivered by Cully children (100 postcards to each Commissioner and 
the Mayor).  CHAT will not request a formal appointment with the City Council members, but rather call 
in advance to tell Council member staff what day and time they are coming to drop off the postcards 
AND to invite any member of the offices to come to the park and say hello. 
 
CHAT will need to rent a bus which will hold about 50 persons. Also, volunteers are planning on doing 
door-to-door outreach alerting Cully residents about the event and inviting people to come.  The bus 
charge will be about $300.   Since their current budget doesn’t include transportation costs, Anna 
Gordon said financial assistance on the bus cost would be very helpful.   
 

Upcoming Event: 
 

JULY 20TH -  OAK LEAF MOBILE HOME PARK “COMING HOME PARTY” 

When: Saturday, July 20th 2019 from 11:00am - 2:00pm 

Where: Oak Leaf Mobile Home Park, 4556 NE Killingsworth 

Parking at St. Charles Church: 5310 NE 42nd Ave. 

 

Over the last 9 months, Oak Leaf residents have been living temporarily off-site while St. Vincent de Paul 

of Lane County (nonprofit park owners) made improvements to the park, including new mobile homes, a 

community center and food pantry, and kid’s play area. These changes were possible because residents 

and neighbors came together to protect the park from closure in 2016. Let’s come together again and 

welcome home Oak Leaf neighbors with food, storytelling, entertainment and kids activities. f you are 

able, bring canned food to kick-start the food pantry! "The new oak leaf lives because the community 

lives." Thanks to Port of Portland for sponsoring the event!  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.opb.org%2Fnews%2Farticle%2Fportland-oregon-oak-leaf-mobile-home-park-redevelopment-affordable-housing%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4e5ee259fa1343d294a608d6f5d4d82d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636966691842216644&sdata=X6%2FrNovDGbSJHGAtBifRnNnm65QtZjsGpWXLxSTxOqU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.opb.org%2Fnews%2Farticle%2Fportland-oregon-oak-leaf-mobile-home-park-redevelopment-affordable-housing%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4e5ee259fa1343d294a608d6f5d4d82d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636966691842216644&sdata=X6%2FrNovDGbSJHGAtBifRnNnm65QtZjsGpWXLxSTxOqU%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

Interfaith Alliance on Poverty 

Congregations include: 
 

Westminster Presbyterian, Fremont United Methodist, 
Congregation Beth Israel, Madeleine Catholic Parish, First 
Unitarian, Wy’East First Unitarian, St. Andrews Catholic 
Parish, Rose City Park  Presbyterian, Augustana Lutheran, 
Genesis Community Fellowship, Ainsworth United Church of 
Christ,  Grace Memorial Episcopal,  and Central Lutheran 
working with St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Parish and 
Portland Central Nazarene Church/Agape Village. 
 

& Community Partners 

 including  Ecumenical Ministries Of Oregon, League of 
Women Voters of Portland, Living Cully, Multnomah County 
Library, Northeast Coalition of Neighbors, Oak Leaf Mobile 
Home Park, Oregon Coalition of Christian Voices, Joint Office 
of Homeless Services, Oregon Housing Alliance, St. Vincent 
de Paul of Lane County, Home for Everyone, Transition 
Projects,  and  the Muslim Education Trust. 

 

Interfaith Alliance on Poverty 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 
Interfaith Alliance Co-Chairs: Carol Turner, carol@carolfturner.com; 
David Groff, dgroff45@yahoo.com  
 
Advocacy Action Team:  Tom Hering, tehering@gmail.com; Sarah 
Carolus, scarolus3@gmail.com 

Transition to Stability Action Team: Dave Albertine 
davea51@gmail.com.; Rae Richen, rrichen@hevanet.com 

Poverty Awareness/Communication Action Team:  Holly Schmidt, 
schmidt.holly@gmail.com; Claudia Roberts,  clarobb@juno.com 

Newsletter:  Bonnie Gregg, Bonniejgregg@msn.com  - Comments 
are appreciated.  Newsletter articles regarding issues of poverty 
(preferably 400 words or less) are welcomed for consideration. 
Deadline for submission:   24th day of the month. 
 
Website:  allianceonpoverty.org:  Tom Hering, 
tehering@gmail.com 
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