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In 2016, the Havurah community 
voted to change our governance 
model by adjusting Steering mem-
bership to reflect the different areas 
that encompass our communal life–
Avodah (Spirituality), Kehillah 
(Community), Limud (Learning), 
Makom (Place, added later), Had-
racha (Governance) and Tikkun 
Olam (Social Action).  

The goal was to create a Steering 
and committee format that would 
foster better collaboration, and the 
governance model was called Gesher 
(bridge).  In May, a small group of 
memberscame together to form Gov-
ernance 2.0 and undertook a re-
evaluation of how the Gesher design 
was working for Havurah leader-
ship. Through a survey to committee 
chairs, focus groups for Steering 
members, and interviews with staff, 
the information gathered validated 
that this structure contributed to en-
hancing the values and participatory 
goals that leadership strives for at 
Havurah. 

Our huge growth in membership 
over the last five years has been a 
strong indication that the participa-
tory model embraced since Havu-
rah’s founding is attractive to many. 
Members have continued to step up 
to the challenge of keeping Havurah 
vibrant and active, even during this 
time when we are not able to be 
together in person. Our dedicated 
Leadership and Staff have been kept 
busy providing support to commit-
tees, programs, services, classes and 

activities in many areas.  
 The Governance 2.0 workgroup’s 

in-depth review of how our current 
practices impact the ability of our 
leaders, both volunteer and paid, 
examined the areas of tension be-
tween Havurah’s goal of continuing 
to be a member-driven governance 
structure and the need for institu-
tional practices required for a larger 
congregation. The experience and 
wisdom of Leadership and Staff re-
sulted in both identifying areas of 
concern as well as next steps that 

can work to address these concerns 
and promote more sustainable gov-
ernance practices. 

A set of recommendations has 
been provided to Steering for their 
review. As the Steering Committee 
considers and makes decisions about 
these recommendations, the Govern-
ance 2.0 workgroup will share what 
the next steps could look like and 
invite members to participate in pos-
sible improvements in how we sup-
port our member-driven participatory 
congregation. 

 
 
Governance 2.0 Task Force: Debbi 
Nadell, Wendy Weissman, R.E. Sze-
go, David Kertzner, Alanna Hein, 
Julia Lager-Mesulam, Shelley Sobel 

By Shelley Sobel 

Checking in on our governance structure 

Governance 2.0 Update 

Carlos and Maria, refugees from Guatemala, celebrate his 18th birthday with members of 
the Havurah Sanctuary Committee. Havurah Shalom is sponsoring Maria and Carlos as 
they seek asylum in the U.S. 

Is it working and what 
do we need now? 
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Content found in Hakol is contributed 
by members of Havurah or aggregated 
by the editor. News, updates, photos 
and features are welcome from all but 
may be subject to content and space 
considerations. Email the editor, Rachel 
Pollak, with any questions. Find contri-
bution form links here. 

Hakol Contribution Deadline 
Jan. 18 

 
Weekly Email  

Contribution Deadline 

Tuesdays by Noon 

Benjamin Barnett, Rabbi 
benjamin@havurahshalom.org 
Adela Basayne, Program Director 
adela@havurahshalom.org 
Deborah Eisenbach-Budner,  
Education Director 
deborah@havurahshalom.org 
Carrie Kirschner, Assistant  
Coordinator of Education 
ace@havurahshalom.org 
Rachel Pollak, Office & Facilities 
Manager 
rachel@havurahshalom.org 

The office is closed while staff 
largely work from home due to 
Covid, but is open by arrangement. 
Staff can be reached during business 
hours. 

Havurah Shalom will call to the Torah 
the following B’nei Mitzvah: 
 

January 8 
Noah Rosenbaum 

Child of Laura Rosenbaum and Daniel 
Pollack-Pelzner 

 
January 15 

Lennon Goldberg 
Child of April and Cody Goldberg 

 
Please join us in celebration and wel-
come them to our community. Mazel 
tov! 

B’nei Mitzvah 

General Contributions 
Zicra Lukin and Noah Siegel, with grati-

tude on the occasion of Eden's bat 
mitzvah. Special thanks to Rabbi Ben-
jamin, Rachel, and Anita for all of 
their help in making this such a won-
derful day. 

Sarabeth Lukin, in honor of the Siegel-
Lukin family. 

Hanna Tiferet Siegel, in honor of Rabbi 
Benjamin, with gratitude for your 
compassionate and gentle guidance of 
our granddaughter, Eden Genie Siegel-
Lukin, on becoming a bat mitzvah. 

Shira and Ronald Ramer, in honor of 
Noah Karoli's bar mitzvah. 

Racheli Ross and Josh Ross, in honor of 
Rachel Pollak and Anita Haeems. 
Thank you for your incredible patience 
and help with Shani's bat mitzvah. 

 
Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
Anne M. Goldberg, in honor of Rabbi 

Benjamin for so heartwarmingly and 
inspirationally lifting me up when I 
most needed it. 

Reena Lewis, in memory of Rachel Lew-
is. 

Racheli Ross and Josh Ross, in honor of 
Rabbi Benjamin. Thank you for your 
help and support with Shani's bat 
mitzvah. 

Faith and Chad Galderisi, in honor of 
Gavin Galderisi becoming a bar mitz-
vah. 

 
Music Fund 
Adela Basayne and Nick Iliinsky, in hon-

or of my mother, Eleanor Babat, z"•l. 
 
Religious Articles Fund 
Jody Anderson and Sharon Stern, in 

memory of Henry Stern.  
 
Adult Education Fund 
Reena Lewis, in honor of Roland Issac 

Lewis.  
 
Educator's Discretionary Fund 
Racheli Ross and Josh Ross, in honor of 

Deborah. Thank you for your help and 
support with Shani's bat mitzvah. 

 
Sanctuary Fund 
William Singer, in memory of Gerda 

Segall. 
 
Havurah Endowment Fund 
Nancy Spigal, in memory of Harvey 

Spigal. 
Mimi and Bob Epstein, in loving 

memory of Olga Monoker, Mimi's 
mother. 

Tributes 

Havurah Shalom Staff 

Hours of Operation 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/submit
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T IKKUN  O LAM  

Hanukah tells the story of Jewish 
people fighting for self-
determination and liberation. Dur-
ing Hanukah, we recount and are 
called to emulate the actions of a 
small, determined group mobiliz-
ing for liberation.  

We also look to those who are 
fighting for these priorities today.  

On Sunday, Dec. 5, a small 
group of Havurahniks joined Nev-
er Again Action Seattle and the 
Jewish Coalition for Immigrant 
Justice NW to answer the call of 
Union Combativa – the collective 
of incarcerated and formerly incar-
cerated migrants and families 
leading La Resistencia’s powerful 
organizing for migrant justice. 
Their goal is also to shut down the 
Northwest Detention Center 
(NWDC), in Tacoma, Wash.  

Thanks to the powerful and cre-
ative organizing of groups such as 
La Resistencia, HB 1090 was 
signed into law this year, making 
operation and use of all private, 
for-profit prisons in Washington 
state illegal. While this may force 
out GEO Group, whicg runs the 
NWDC, they will certainly fight 
the law to maintain their presence 
and stranglehold over migrants' 
lives.  

You too can support this critical 
work by donating to the Rekin-
dling Justice Campaign. These 
much needed funds will help fuel 

La Resistencia, Union Combativa's 
organizing efforts in the months 
to come. 

Mobilizing for liberation in the past and today 

Sanctuary Committee  
Update 

Top: Shari Raider 
and Robert 
Trachtenberg ad-
dress protesters at 
the Northwest De-
tention Center in 
Tacoma, Washing-
ton on Dec. 5. Han-
ukah Solidarity Day 
at the Northwest 
Detention Center in 
Tacoma, Wash. 
 
Right: From left, 
Robert Trachten-
berg, Ed Reckford, 
Bob Brown, Shari 
Raider and Nancy 
Becker protest for 
migrant justice and 
to shut down the 
Northwest Detention 
Center. 

Havurahniks mark 
Hanukah Solidarity 
Day in Tacoma 

https://neveragainactionseattle.com/
https://neveragainactionseattle.com/
https://www.facebook.com/JCIJNW/
https://www.facebook.com/JCIJNW/
https://laresistencianw.org/
https://columbialegal.org/governor-inslee-signs-bill-banning-for-profit-detention-into-law/
https://columbialegal.org/governor-inslee-signs-bill-banning-for-profit-detention-into-law/
https://www.freefunder.com/campaign/rekindling-justice
https://www.freefunder.com/campaign/rekindling-justice
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We are at an exciting point in 
laying the groundwork to launch 
the first phase of what we antici-
pate being an ongoing effort 
around Anti-Racism and Belong-
ing work within Havurah. This 
work will continue to evolve as 
there are more opportunities to 
engage community members.  

As we have centered BIPOC 
members in our anti-racism work, 
several of our BIPOC members 
have shared experiences of not 
belonging—of feeling excluded 
or otherwise not welcomed to 
show up in our community in the 
fullness of who they are. While 
Havurah is a wonderful and wel-
coming community, we shouldn’t 
assume that we are immune from 
the racism that is woven into the 
fabric of our society, and is cer-
tainly present within predomi-
nantly white Jewish communities.  

In the early meetings of the An-
ti-Racism and Belonging (ARB) 
Workgroup we recognized that 
talking about race and racism can 
be very challenging for many 
communities and we wanted to 
engage an outside expert to assist 
us in developing ways to better 
understand people’s experiences 

of belonging or exclusion here at 
Havurah as well as our overall 
understanding of the scope and 
awareness of the problem so that 
we can better target our actions 
and initiatives. We also talked 
about some of the benefits of col-
laborating with a multi-racial con-
sulting team, and especially one 
who had worked with other Jew-
ish communities.  

Therefore, we submitted a re-
quest through the budgeting pro-
cess, and Steering allocated fund-
ing for Havurah to engage with a 
consultant to collaborate with us 
on this first phase of community 
engagement to gather more sto-
ries of people’s experiences here 
at Havurah as they relate to feel-
ings and experiences of belong-
ing so we can get a better sense 
of the work we need to do to im-
prove them. We developed a 
Statement of Work and shared it 
with the community to help us 
with outreach. We reached out 

through national Jews of Color 
networks, and Rabbi Benjamin 
had conversations with some of 
his colleagues whose congrega-
tions are working in this space.  

We have had conversations 
with nine consulting teams, five 
of whom submitted proposals. 
The ARB workgroup is now fol-
lowing up with references on the 
team that best met the criteria. 
We are working with Steering to 
figure out next steps, and look 
forward to sharing more infor-
mation with the broader Havurah 
community soon.  

We hope you have seen some 
of the Hakol articles about Anti-
Racism and Belonging work. If 
you missed previous Hakol arti-
cles talking about this work, you 
can find them in the May Hakol - 
page 1 and page 8, the June 
Hakol - page 8, the July Hakol - 
page 8, the Aug. Hakol - page 
11, the Oct. Hakol - page 5, and 
the Dec. Hakol - page 4. 

First Phase of Anti-Racism Efforts Set to Begin 

T IKKUN  O LAM  

Anti-Racism  
and Belonging  

Workgroup Update 

Upcoming consultant hire will help us learn about experiences 

As we have centered  
BIPOC members in our 

anti-racism work, several 
of our BIPOC members 

have shared experiences of 
not belonging—of feeling 
excluded or otherwise not 
welcomed to show up in 

our community in the full-
ness of who they are.  

Michael Anderson-Nathe, Rabbi 
Benjamin Barnett, Bob Brown, 
Chris Coughlin, Alanna Hein, Ma-
ria Lisa Johnson, Karen St. Clair 
 
If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Bob Brown or Chris 
Coughlin in their roles as points of 
contact for this work. 

Anti-Racism and Belonging 
Workgroup Members 

https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/May2021Hakolv4.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/June2021Hakolv4.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/June2021Hakolv4.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/July2021Hakolv6.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/August2021Hakolv5.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/October2021Hakolv2.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/December2021Hakol.pdf
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The Poverty and Homeless 
committee is pleased to share 
news of a new relationship we 
are building with the Rose Haven 
Day Shelter for women and chil-
dren. They provide daily meals, 
showers, a place to receive mail, 
clothing, computer access, and 
(as Covid restrictions begin to 
relax) classes, child services, and 
a warm place to hang out during 
the day. 

Rose Haven is preparing to 
move into a larger facility at NW 
18th Ave. and Glisan–formerly a 
World Cup Coffee. Our commit-
tee attended an open house to 
visit this new location, scheduled 
to open on International Wom-
en’s Day, March 8. We believe 
this location, so close to Havu-
rah, will provide many opportu-
nities for our members to volun-
teer in the future.  

One suggestion already being 

discussed is having a weekly af-
ternoon of homework help and 
tutoring. Other ideas are wel-
come. 

In the short term, we are 
adopting a family for the holi-
days to provide gifts and basic 
necessities. We will keep our 
Havurah community informed of 
more opportunities to connect to 
Rose Haven. If any of you would 
like to  be involved with plan-
ning or brainstorming, please 
contact Marcia Suttenberg or 
Gloria Halper. 

For more information about 
Rose Haven, please visit their 
website or this Youtube link. 
Happy 2022–we look forward to 
working with you in the coming 
year. 

By Marcia Suttenberg 

Volunteer at Rose Haven 
Poverty and  

Homelessness  
Committee Update 

Our recently renamed parent organiza-
tion now uses the active verb 
“Reconstructing.” I think Mordecai 
Kaplan would appreciate this change. 
He founded the Society for the Ad-
vancement of Judaism in 1922, which 
later became the core of the Reconstruc-
tionist Movement. He wrote Judaism as 
a Civilization in 1934. The problem de-
lineated in his book was how to live a 
Jewish life in the modern age. Now, 90 
years later, we still face this problem. 
Today we have the organization Kaplan 
founded to help us with these same is-
sues. 

If you have not yet done so: Check 
out the Reconstructing Judaism website! 

Here are some examples of what you 
can find: 
 
Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan as an American 
Thinker – Article on Mordechai Kaplan 
and his thoughts on American Judaism, 
along with other religious thinkers of 
the time 
 
Divrei Torah for each weekly parasha 
written by Reconstructionist Rabbis 
 
Evolve: A project on modern problems 
with a newsletter and a podcast 
 
Virtual Holiday Boxes: resources for hol-
idays 
 
Hashivenu Podcast: Jewish Teachings on 
Resilience 
 
And don’t forget the 2022 National 
Conference: B’Yachad: Reconstructing 
Judaism Together! 
 
Evan King is our Reconstructing Juda-
ism Liaison–please check with Evan if 
you have further questions! 

Actually, just now we are look-
ing for only a couple of hands 
willing to help coordinate this 
function because, after several 
years, Linda Appel will be re-
signing as one of the coordina-
tors. 

This is not a difficult position 
and not even very time consum-
ing. It involves learning to use 
the Lotsa Helping Hands web-
site, keeping the membership list 
up to date, and making an-
nouncements when help is re-
quested. 

We’ve had few requests for 
help the past six months or so, 
but even during times when the 
service has been more heavily 
used, it is not onerous.  

Instead, it is very, very reward-
ing.  

For more information or to vol-
unteer (please), contact Linda 
Appel or Adele Thompson. 

By Linda Appel 

Want to lend a Helping Hand? 

Lotsa Helping  
Hands Update 

S TEER ING  

By Karen Ballard 

Get to Know  
Reconstructing Judaism 

T IKKUN  O LAM  

K EHILLAH  /  C OMMUNITY  

http://www.rosehaven.org/
https://youtu.be/U1KW5ZIpOSI
http://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/article/rabbi-mordecai-kaplan-american-thinker
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/article/rabbi-mordecai-kaplan-american-thinker
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/divrei-torah
https://evolve.reconstructingjudaism.org/
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/connect/virtual-holiday-boxes
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/learn/hashivenu-podcast
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/
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Come plant trees with your Neighborhood for 
Tu B'Shevat! We'll be planting trees in spon-
sored events with our Havurah Neighborhoods. 
Your Neighborhood Captains will be in touch! 
 
January 22, 9 am, Planting Trees in Happy 
Valley – Sponsored by the North Clackamas 
Watershed Council & Friends of Trees. Children 
15 & under may come accompanied by an adult. 
RSVP 
 
January 22, 9 am, Planting Trees with SOLVE 
at Springbrook Park in Lake Oswego – They 
only accept children 13 years & above. RSVP 
 
January 29, 9 am, Planting Trees in the Fan-
no Creek Trail Area  – Sponsored by Friends of 
Trees, City of Beaverton and Clean Water Ser-
vices, and Tree for All. Children 15 & under may 
come accompanied by an adult. RSVP 

Neighborhood Tree Plantings 

The Climate Action team, in conjunction with the Tikkun 
Olam Cluster, is hosting a variety of programs in January, 
inspired by the Shmita year and Tu b’Shevat. Please join us 
in learning, inspiration, and community. 
 
Climate & Social Justice Activist Spiritual Support Group 
Monday, Jan. 10, 7 pm – Zoom Room Bet 
Join us for informal sharing, discussion and occasional medi-
tation as we wrestle with the long-haul while working on 
urgent issues of our time. We’ll share how we deal with the 
anxiety, terror, discouragement and sometimes hopelessness 
that can accompany our work, motivating one another to 
keep on participating. Hosted by Harriet Cooke. RSVP  
 
Becoming Rooted: Discover a Different Relationship 
with Nature 
Wednesday, Jan. 12, 5 pm – Offsite Online Link 
Hear Randy Woodley speak about his new book Becoming 
Rooted: One Hundred Days of Reconnecting With Sacred 
Earth. It raises awareness of the sacredness of Earth and 
deals with the continuing impacts of colonization of indige-
nous lands. This event is hosted by Ecumenical Ministries of 
Oregon and will be recorded. RSVP  
 
Mending Circle 
Sunday, Jan. 16, 3:30 pm – Zoom Room Dalet 
Do you have socks to darn, pants to hem, buttons to sew 
on, rips to repair, a zipper to fix? Inspired by the Shmita 
year and quilting circles, you are invited to repair your 
clothes in the company of others. We’ll gather by Zoom to 
say hi, chat, and share questions and tips about clothing re-
pair. RSVP  
 
Becoming Rooted Discussion Group Kickoff 
Tuesday, Jan. 18, 7 pm – Zoom Room Bet 
Come to HCAT’s kick-off meeting to discuss the Jan. 12 
author talk (listing above) about Randy Woodley’s book Be-
coming Rooted. We’ll decide how we want to structure our 
reading and further discussion of the book, to culminate in 
time for Passover and Earth Day. For more information, con-
tact Michael Heumann. RSVP  
 
Tu b’Shevat Seder 
Date and time to be determined 
Join us for a Tu b'Shevat Seder, which will include updates 
on the progress being made on climate forest actions in Ore-
gon and nationally.  

A CTIV IT IES  IN  J ANUARY  

HCAT brings inspiration, learning 
Long Range Plan Data Analysis Kick-off 
Sunday, Jan. 9, 10 am – Zoom Room Gimel 
The Long Range Plan Committee is moving into 
data analysis and reporting. Join us for the kick-
off to this process, or if you have questions, 
please contact Adela Basayne or Debbi Nadell. 
RSVP  
 
Lev Tahor Chanting Circle  
Thursday, Jan. 20, 7 pm – Zoom Room Bet and 
in-person 
Facilitated by Rabbi Benjamin. We’ll gather in 
community for an evening of contemplative 
practice, chanting interspersed with silence, 
guided by teachings from the tradition. Everyone 
is welcome. While most people will participate 
via Zoom, a small group will gather in the sanc-
tuary to build energy together. Capacity is lim-
ited, so if you are interested in being present in 
person, please contact Rabbi Benjamin. RSVP 

AlteRocker Happy Hour 
Thursday, Jan. 27, 4:30 pm – Zoom Room Heh 
Come schmooze with us. And mark your calen-
dars for monthly schmoozes - the last Thursday 
of the month! 

Look forward to... 

https://friendsoftrees.org/event-calendar/
https://www.solveoregon.org/opportunity/a0C8W00000V8XtsUAF
https://friendsoftrees.org/event-calendar/
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/hcat-spiritual-support-group.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/becoming-rooted-discover-a-different-relationship-with-nature.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/mending-circle.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/becoming-rooted-discussion-group-kickoff.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/long-range-plan-data-analysis-kick-off-.html
mailto:benjamin.barnett@havurahshalom.org
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/lev-tahor-chanting-circle4.html
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When Detective Ron Stallworth, 
the first black detective in the histo-
ry of the Colorado Springs Police 
Department, comes across a classi-
fied ad in the local paper asking for 
all those interested in joining the Ku 
Klux Klan to contact a P.O. box, he 
does his job and responds with inter-
est, using his real name while posing 
as a white man.  

A few weeks later the office 
phone rings, and the caller asks Ron 
a question he thought he’d never 
have to answer, “Would you like to 
join our cause?” This is 1978, and 
the KKK is on the rise in the United 
States.  

Ron answers the caller’s question 
that night with a yes, launching 
what is surely one of the most auda-
cious and incredible undercover in-
vestigations in history.  

Ron recruits his partner Chuck to 

play the "white" Ron Stallworth, 
while Stallworth himself conducts all 
subsequent phone conversations. 
During the months-long investiga-
tion, Stallworth sabotages cross 
burnings, exposes white suprema-
cists in the military, and even be-
friends David Duke himself.  

Black Klansman is an amazing 
true story that reads like a crime 
thriller, and a searing portrait of a 
divided America and the extraordi-

nary heroes who dare to fight back. 
Discussion led by Harriet Cooke in 

Zoom Room Bet. 

Black Klansman: Race, Hate, and 
the Undercover Investigation of 

a Lifetime 
 

by Ron Stallworth 
Nonfiction/Memoir, 208 pages 

 
Tuesday, Jan. 25, Zoom Room Bet 

Book Group investigates case of Black Klansman 
January Book 

A DULT  L EARNING  

The Soul of  
Judaism: Jews 
of African  
Descent in 
America, by 
Bruce D. Hayes. 
This academic 
but accessible 
book uses the 
tools of sociolo-
gy, Jewish Stud-
ies and African American studies to 
explore the histories of Black Jews in 
America, how they view themselves, 
and their experiences in all four con-
temporary movements.  
 
Davy the Punk, by Bob Bossin. In 
the early 20th century, Toronto re-
ceived hundreds of thousands of im-

migrants from 
Europe. The sons 
of some of the 
Jewish immi-
grants made their 
living in the 
(illegal) gambling 
industry between 
the World Wars. 
Bob Bossin, folk 
singer and racon-
teur, tells stories of his father, “Davy 
the Punk,” illuminating much about 
the culture, law enforcement, and 
antisemitism of that place and time. 
 

From time to time, books are do-
nated to the Havurah Library that 
don’t find a place in our permanent 
collection. (Please note that we dis-

courage donations–it’s a small library 
and we have to be deliberate about 
what we keep in it.) Sometimes they 
are wonderful books that we already 
have enough copies of; sometimes 
they don’t fit with our mission or 
aren’t of general interest. To accom-
modate that, there is now a shelf in 
the library labelled “Book Ex-
change” that operates like a Little 
Free Library–take a book or leave a 
book, no checkout or return involved. 
Take a look next time you are in the 
library–you might find a treasure! 
 
 
If you are interested in participating 

in a discussion about the mission and 
future of the Havurah Library, con-
tact Marjorie Bennett. 

New books and book exchange come to the library 



8 Havurah Shalom 

Take a look at the upcoming classes offered by the 
Lifelong Learning Committee!  
 
Location/Modality Note: Most of the classes have 
been pre-assigned a Zoom Room, but if conditions 
and Havurah policies change, there is a chance 
teachers may hold classes in person and/or in hybrid 
form. Please look for announcements about class 
status or RSVP to receive updates. 
 
Old-School Ashkenazi Favorites 
Sunday, Jan. 23, 2 pm – Zoom Room Bet 
Do you remember kasha varnikas and blintzes and 
other traditional dishes from the Old World? Take a 
trip back to old school New York Jewish immigrant 
cuisine with Jenn Louis. This one-hour session will 
visit the dishes brought to America when Jews came 
from the Old World. Class will be a combination of 
demonstration, lecture and Q&A. Led by Jenn Louis. 
RSVP 
 
In-Depth Torah Study: Parshat Beshalaḥ 
Wednesdays, 12 sessions starting Feb. 16, 7 pm – 
Zoom Room Dalet 
A thorough decoding of Exodus 13:17-17:16, Song 
of the Sea. We continue to build vocabulary and 
delve into what it means to escape oppression, re-
joice, receive privilege at the expense of others, and 
keep moving. We will refer to ancient and modern 
midrashim (interpretation) that stem from the nuanc-
es of the Hebrew text. Basic Hebrew decoding abil-
ity needed (even slowly). Led by Deborah Eisenbach
-Budner. RSVP 
 
The True Cost of Free Land: A Jewish Re-
sponse to the Dispossession of Indigenous 
Lands 
Wednesdays, 6 sessions starting Jan. 26, 7 pm – 
Zoom Room Heh 
Using primary Jewish sources and contemporary 
analysis, we will analyze examples of collective 
apology and learn about Indigenous-led efforts for 

how to move forward. Participants will also have an 
opportunity to investigate how they personally have 
benefited from theft of Indigenous land. Led by Bec-
ca Clarren and Rabbi Benjamin. RSVP 
 
Writers’ Workshop (for Non-Writers!) 
Thursdays, 8 sessions starting Jan. 27, 7 pm – Zoom 
Room Heh 
Friday Oneg Reading, Apr. 1 
Explore memoir writing through reflection, engaging 
prompts, discussion and feedback. With support 
from the group, develop a short piece in more depth 
and share at a low-key, Friday Oneg for the Havurah 
community. Facilitated by David Kertzner. RSVP 
 
Judaism’s Magical Practices 
Tuesdays, 4 sessions starting Jan. 25, 7 pm – In Per-
son at Havurah 
See article on Page 9. – RSVP 
 
Hebrew Conversation Class 
Postponed, new dates TBA. 
Come join us as we practice our basic Hebrew con-
versational skills while we plan an in-person party. 
Vocabulary will center around the food, invitations, 
music to play, a game or other entertainment for the 
party, the decorations, etc. and then the last class 
will be the party itself. Six sessions of fun in He-
brew! Participants should be able to read basic He-
brew and have some basic conversational skills. Led 
by Racheli Ross. 
 
Israel Since 1948 
Mondays, 8 sessions starting Feb. 7, 7 pm – Zoom 
Room Bet 
See article on Page 9. – RSVP 

The Lifelong Learning Committee is beginning the 
process of soliciting and scheduling classes for next 
year. If you have any interest in teaching a class of 
any sort–spiritual/religious, cultural/historical, or ex-
pressive–please contact co-chair Joel Beinin. 

A DULT  L EARNING  

Winter 2022 classes: What will you learn next? 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/old-school-ashkenazi-favorites.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/in-depth-torah-study-parshat-beshala.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/the-true-cost-of-free-land-a-jewish-response-to-the-dispossession-of-indigenous-lands.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/writers-workshop-for-non-writers-.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/judaisms-magical-practices.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/israel-since-1948.html
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Are you curious 
and willing to ex-
pand your sense of 
what Judaism is 
and has been? Do 
you already have 
some sense of 
Jewish practice 
that could be 
called magical, 
non-rational, or 
pre-
Enlightenment? 

Or, maybe, you 
just want to ease 
the winter dol-
drums with some 
new learning? 

If any of these 
are true for you, 
please join us for 
an exciting collaborative class–in per-
son!–taught by Oren Kosansky, pro-
fessor of Anthropology at Lewis and 
Clark University, and Deborah Eisen-
bach-Budner, Havurah’s Education 
Director.  

Many of the “magical” elements of 
Judaism have dwindled post-
Enlightenment and with the moderni-
zation of religion in general. Howev-
er, we can still see traces in religious 
and cultural practices from Jewish 
communities in Eastern Europe, 
North Africa, and other places. This 

class will touch on several that may 
be less familiar–amulets, protective 
jewelry, golems, dybbuks, pilgrimag-
es to the graves of saints–as well 
practices that are familiar, like mezu-
zot and Torah sacredness.  

We will enjoy discussions about the 

underlying questions and relation-
ships between spirituality, everyday 
practices and human needs, religion, 
and magic. This class will hopefully 
be recorded for later viewing; it will 
not be available by Zoom.  

Per the Havurah Covid Safety poli-
cy, those who are participating in an 
indoor Havurah event need to be ful-
ly vaccinated. Those not medically 
eligible for vaccination must have a 
negative COVID test before entering 
the building. 

Please RSVP here. 

The conflicts between Israel its Pal-
estinian and other Arab neighbors is 
only one of the challenges that the 
new state of Israel faced in the wake 
of the Arab-Israeli War of 1948. Un-
doubtedly, those conflicts and the role 
of the military were major forces that 
structured Israeli society. In addition, 
this course considers: the post-1949 
mass immigration; relations between 
Ashkenazi veterans of the pre-state 

era and newcomers (mostly Holocaust 
survivors, Mizrahim, and later Ethio-
pians); the Palestinian Arabs who be-
came citizens of Israel; relations be-

tween the Jewish religious establish-
ment, the state, and the Jewish peo-
ple; the status of women and the fem-
inist movement; the employment of 
large numbers of eastern European 
and Asian migrant workers since the 
1990s; and how Tel-Aviv became a 
haven for the LGBTQI+ community. 
We will also examine the popular cul-
ture scene.  

Led by Joel Beinin. RSVP 

In-person class to explore Judaism’s Magical Practices 
A DULT  L EARNING  

Judaism’s Magical Practices 
Tuesdays, 4 sessions starting Jan. 
25, 7 pm – In Person at Havurah 

Class Information 

Jewish amulets for protection and healing were common in the past. Similar objects and practices will be covered in 
this class taught by Deborah Eisenbach-Budner and Oren Kosansky. 

Israel Since 1948 will look at Israeli society and culture 

Israel Since 1948 
Mondays, 8 sessions starting Feb. 
7, 7 pm – Zoom Room Bet 

Class Information 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/judaisms-magical-practices.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/israel-since-1948.html
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The Havurah Israel/Palestine 
Committee has agreed to co-
sponsor Reconstructionists Ex-
panding Our Conversation about 
Israel/Palestine, a national series 
sponsored by a number of syna-
gogues.  

There will be a range of per-
spectives expressed in these ses-
sions, and our co-sponsorship 
does not represent endorsement 
of any particular point of view. 
The emphasis on open and re-
spectful discussions is consistent 
with our committee’s mission.  

A group of prominent Recon-
structionist rabbis 
from around the 
country will lead a 
series of nine Zoom 
sessions next year 
about Israel/
Palestine. The pre-
senters will be 
“guided by the val-
ues of justice and the dignity and 
equal worth of all human life, 
[seeking] to promote discussion 
of the histories and current condi-
tions of Israel/Palestine that chal-
lenge the boundaries of current 
Reconstructionist approaches.”  

Participants will “re-examine 
customary assumptions about the 
role of Israel in diaspora Jewish 
life.”  

As a starting point, the organiz-
ers state, “We oppose Israel’s 
domination of the Palestinian 
people in all its forms and hope 
to deepen our relations with Jews 
and Palestinians seeking a future 

of justice and equality in Israel/
Palestine. We welcome those 
who consider themselves Zionists, 
non-Zionists, and anti-Zionists, 
and those unsure about how they 
define themselves even as we ex-
plore the meanings of those 
terms.”  

The organizers of the sessions 
further state that they “are com-
mitted to conducting discussions 
with open hearts and minds, re-
spectful listening, and acknowl-

edgement of our 
shared commit-
ment to the Jewish 
values of tzedek 
ve-chesed (justice 
and compassion) 
for all.”  
Each 90-minute 
session is free and 

will include a lecture and discus-
sion. They will take place at 5 pm 
Pacific Time. Each session will 
stand on its own and people can 
pick and choose those that are of 
interest.  

It is our understanding that the 
sessions will be recorded.  

The I/P committee is remaining 
flexible about the option of post-
session conversations within Ha-
vurah.  

If enough people attend and 
want to reflect on what they have 
heard and learned, we will figure 
out a way to provide opportuni-
ties.  

For detailed information about 
the presenters, a link to the dis-
cussion guidelines (that partici-
pants are urged to read), and 
links to the sessions, please visit 
the Israel/Palestine portal. 

 
If you have any questions, 

please contact Lee Gordon or Eli-
nor Gollay, Israel/Palestine Com-
mittee co-chairs.  

By Elinor Gollay 

Series will expand the Israel-Palestine conversation 

Israel/Palestine  
Committee Update Jan. 12 – Rabbi Rebecca Alpert, 

“Reconstructionism Without Zi-
onism” 

Jan. 26 – "We Find Ourselves in 
Tears": A Conversation About 
Israel/Palestine with Reconstruc-
tionist Rabbinical Students Sarah 
Brammer-Shlay, Solomon Hoff-
man and Rachel Kipnes 

Feb. 9 – Rabbi Brant Rosen, 
“Decolonizing Jewish Liturgy” 

Feb. 22 – Rabbi Toba Spitzer, “A 
New Conversation: A Land for 
All” 

March 9 – Rabbi Laurie Zimmer-
man, “Rethinking Israel Educa-
tion: Teaching Jewish Kids to 
Think Critically about Israel/
Palestine” 

March 30 – Rabbi Ari Lev For-
nari, “Becoming an Abolitionist: 
Antiracism and Antizionism” 

April 12 – Rabbi David Teutsch, 
“History and Challenge: Recon-
structionism, Zionism, and the 
Two-State Solution” 

April 26 – Rabbi Brian Walt, 
“Nakba Denial and Teshuva/
Reparations” 

May 11 – Open Conversation 

Zoom Session Schedule 

L IMUD  /  L EARNING  

The presenters will be 
“guided by the values 
of justice and the dig-
nity and equal worth 
of all human life,” 

https://sites.google.com/view/iphavurahshalompdx/
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With the passing of the winter solstice 
last month, I am glad to report that the 
days are gradually getting longer; let’s be 
grateful for every extra minute of light! 
As we head into the secular New Year, 
let’s keep in mind all that we have to be 
thankful for: 
 
To all the members, and especially to 

the BIPOC members, of the Anti-
Racism and Belonging workgroup, 
who are carrying heavy work burdens 
and continue to show up and give of 
themselves to move anti-racism work 
forward at Havurah. 

To Debbi Nadell, Karen Westerman 
and Sam Sirkin, for moving the Long 
Range Planning work forward by 
working on getting more answers to 
the survey and analyzing the data in 
time for the Leadership Retreat. 

To Adela Basayne, Debbi Nadell and 
Shelley Sobel, for their work on plan-
ning the annual Leadership Retreat at 
the end of the month.  

To the Governance 2.0 team, for their 
work that culminated in a list of rec-
ommendations based on input from 
staff, leadership, and volunteers. 

Steering has plans in place to begin 
implementing these recommendations 
imminently. 

To Steve Mesulam, Buff Medb 
Neretin, Ericka Kimball, Marian 
Rhys, and Cindy Merrill, for organiz-
ing and running two wonderful virtual 
Hanukah celebrations with latkes, sto-
rytelling, music and singing. 

To Rachel Pollak and the Hybrid Task 
Force, for upgrades made to equip-
ment that make connecting between 
in-person groups and remote individu-
als more effective!!! 

To Joel Beinin, for his ongoing leader-
ship on the Israel/Palestine Committee 
as well as the Lifelong Learning Com-
mittee. 

To Kathy Gordon, Jennifer Bruml, 
Julia Lager-Mesulam, Natalie Ler-
ner, and Sarah Wetherson, for their 
dedication to the formation of the 
Racial Justice Committee. And much 
gratitude to those who have been 
graceful in the difficult tasks and am-
biguities associated with a new com-
mittee formation.  

To Adela Basayne, for her wisdom and 
for reminding us that there are many 
different ways that we organize our-
selves to work together with a com-
mon goal. 

To the IT Committee and Tech Team, 
who provide support to our B’nei 
Mitzvah families to enable their hybrid 
simchas to go off without a hitch. 

To the members of the Kitchen Commit-
tee, who have responded to the press-
ing need to replace our “beloved” old, 
leaking dish sanitizer and are busy 
putting plans in place to gut the dam-
aged areas and redesign them into a 
functional and versatile portion of the 
kitchen. 

To our amazing staff, who continue to 
forge ahead despite the uncertainty 
that has become our world, with fabu-
lous, meaningful, creative program-
ming and dedicated support for our 
ever-growing congregation. 

 
And to all those many, many tasks, 

groups, and specific people that were not 
mentioned, thank you! We value your 
participation and contributions, however 
that may look.  

If there is something you would like 
mentioned, please send it to Miriam Re-
shotko (email listed in the member direc-
tory – please put “gratitude” in the sub-
ject line) to be included next month. Be 
sure to take a moment to breathe and 
appreciate all of our blessings, including 
being part of the Havurah community. 

By Miriam Reshotko 
Havurah Co-President 

Gratitude to Havurahniks for All You Do 
S TEER ING  

Havurahniks gath-
ered Dec. 12 for an 
art class on Zoom, 
resulting in a flock 
of owls! Led by Car-
olina Martinez, the 
class was geared 
toward relaxation 
through art. It was 
part of the Tikkun 
Olam's cluster's 
Shmita year pro-
gramming. From left, 
art by Buff Mdb 
Neretin and Amy 
Cong. 

T IKKUN  O LAM  
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Sunday 
M

onday 
Tuesday 

W
ednesday 

Thursday 
Friday 

Saturday 

January 2022 
U

p-to-date inform
ation including Zoom

 room
s, event descriptions 

and any changes in plan can be found on the w
ebsite calendar. 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/calendar

