
Havurah Shalom Book Group Reading Schedule 
_______________________________

____ 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
September 22, 7 - 8:30 pm     

 

The Third Man by Randolph Splitter     Fiction:  368 Pages 

 

Randy Splitter is a local Portland author. Based on massive historical research, this is as much a 

memoir as a novel. The plot begins in pre-World War II Vienna and revolves around the 

Kindertransport from Vienna to Britain.  Some 10,000 Jewish children from Nazi-occupied 

territories, including the author’s cousin, were sent to Britain and adopted by local families. The 

principal characters are two Viennese Jewish families, but the book gradually focuses on two 

individuals who survived the Holocaust and their moral choices. At age five, Julie Bernstein is 

sent to in England via the Kindertransport. Ignaz Natanson, a butcher's apprentice, escapes to 

England on his own. The plot is refracted through the lens of the 1949 film noir “The Third Man.” 

Randy has indicated a willingness to attend our discussion. 

 

Discussion led by Joel Beinin 

 

 

OCTOBER 2022 

 
October 23, 7-8:30 

 

The Netanyahus by Joshua Cohen      Fiction: 240 Pages 

 

 

Corbin College, not quite upstate New York, winter 1959–1960: Ruben Blum, a Jewish 

historian—but not an historian of the Jews—is co-opted onto a hiring committee to review the 

application of an exiled Israeli scholar specializing in the Spanish Inquisition. When Benzion 

Netanyahu shows up for an interview, family unexpectedly in tow, Blum plays the reluctant host 

to guests who proceed to lay waste to his American complacencies. Mixing fiction with 

nonfiction, the campus novel with the lecture, The Netanyahus is a wildly inventive, genre-

bending comedy of blending, identity, and politics. 

 

Discussion led by Stacy Hankin 

 



 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2022 

 

 
 

November 22, 7-8:30 

 

Beyond a Two State Solution  by Jonathan Kuttab   Nonfiction:  110 pages 

 

Several members of the Portland Jewish community met and were impressed by Jonathan 

Kuttab last year (even if they did not necessarily agree with him). Kuttab explains that the two-

state solution (that he supported) is no longer viable. He suggests that any solution be 

predicated on the basic existential needs of the two peoples, which he discusses  in exceptional 

detail. He formulates a 1-state solution that challenges both Zionism and Palestinian 

nationalism. This book invites readers to begin a new conversation based on reality: two 

peoples will need to live together. Separation is no longer possible or (for some) desirable. 

 

Discussion led by Joel Beinin 

 
 

 

 

December 2022 

 
December 27, 2022 

 

The Overstory by Richard Powers      Fiction:  509 pages 

 

This book is about nine Americans whose unique life experiences with trees bring them 

together to address the destruction of forests. This is Powers' twelfth novel. He was 

inspired to write the work while teaching at Stanford University, after he encountered 

giant redwood trees for the first time. “Powers is the rare American novelist writing in the 

grand realist tradition, daring to cast himself, in the critic Peter Brooks’s term, as a 

“historian of contemporary society.” He has the courage and intellectual stamina to 

explore our most complex social questions with originality, nuance, and an innate 

skepticism about dogma. At a time when literary convention favors novelists who write 



narrowly about personal experience, Powers’s ambit is refreshingly unfashionable, 

restoring to the form an authority it has shirked.” [The Atlantic] 

People see better what looks like them,” observes the field biologist Patricia Westerford, 

one of the nine—nine—main characters of Richard Powers’s 12th novel, The Overstory. 

And trees, Patricia discovers, look like people. They are social creatures, caring for one 

another, communicating, learning, trading goods and services; despite lacking a brain, 

trees are “aware.” After borers attack a sugar maple, it emits insecticides that warn its 

neighbors, which respond by intensifying their own defenses. When the roots of two 

Douglas firs meet underground, they fuse, joining vascular systems; if one tree gets ill, 

the other cares for it. The chopping down of a tree causes those surrounding it to 

weaken, as if in mourning. Trees speak, sing, experience pain, dream, remember the 

past, and predict the future. The past and the future, it turns out, are mirror images of 

each other. Neither contains people. 

The Overstory was a contender for multiple awards. It was shortlisted for the 2018 Man 

Booker Prize on September 20, 2018[2] and won the 2019 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction on 

April 15, 2019,[3]as well as the William Dean Howells Medal in 2020. Reviews of the 

novel have been mostly positive, with praise of the structure, writing, and compelling 

reading experience. 

 

Discussion led by Marjorie Walters 

 

 

JANUARY 2023 

 
January 24, 2023 

 

Paradise  by Abdulrazak Gumah      Fiction:  247 Pages 

 

Tanzanian writer, Abdulrazak Gurnah, won the Nobel Prize for literature in 2021. He is only the 

second Black African to have received this honor.  The Swedish Academy praised Gurnah for 

his “uncompromising and compassionate penetration of the effects of colonialism and the fate of 

the refugee in the gulf between cultures and continents”.   

 

Published in 1994, Paradise tells the story of a boy growing up in Tanzania in the early 20th 

Century. The story is told through the eyes of Yusuf, a gentle boy taken at the age of 12 as an 

indentured servant to pay off his father’s debt.   From the simple life of rural Africa, Yusuf is 

thrown into the complexities of precolonial urban East Africa - a fascinating world in which 

Muslim black Africans, Christian missionaries, and Indians from the subcontinent coexist in a 

fragile, subtle social hierarchy. Through the eyes of Yusuf, Gurnah depicts communities at war, 

trading safaris gone awry, and the universal trials of adolescence. Then, just as Yusuf begins to 

comprehend the choices required of him, he and everyone around him must adjust to the new 

reality of European colonialism. The result is a page-turning saga that covers the same territory 



as the novels of Isak Dinesen and William Boyd, but does so from a perspective never before 

available on that seldom-chronicled part of the world.   

 

“Paradise is at once the story of an African boy's coming of age, a tragic love story, and a tale of 

the corruption of traditional African patterns by European colonialism…It is an evocative portrait 

of Africa on the brink of change, his book is less a political indictment than a poignant meditation 

on the nature of freedom and the loss of innocence, for both a single sensitive boy and an entire 

continent” New York Times Book Review.   

 

Discussion led by David Newman 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2023 
 

February 28, 2023 

 

How to Find Your Way in the Dark by Derek B. Miller   Fiction:  368 Pages 

 

Twelve-year old Sheldon Horowitz is still recovering from the tragic loss of his mother only a 

year ago when a suspicious traffic accident steals the life of his father near their home in rural 

Massachusetts. It is 1938, and Sheldon, who was in the truck, emerges from the crash an 

orphan hell-bent on revenge. He takes that fire with him to Hartford, where he embarks on a 

new life under the roof of his buttoned-up Uncle Nate. Sheldon, his teenage cousins Abe and 

Mirabelle, and his best friend, Lenny, will contend with tradition and orthodoxy, appeasement 

and patriotism, mafia hitmen and angry accordion players, all while World War II takes center 

stage alongside a hurricane in New England and comedians in the Catskills. With his eye 

always on vengeance for his father’s murder, Sheldon stakes out his place in a world he now 

understands is comprised largely of crimes: right and wrong, big and small. 

 

Discussion led by Beth Kaye 

 

MARCH 2023 
 

March 28, 2023 

 

A Girl is a Body of Water  by Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi   Fiction:  545 pages 

 
Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi sets her blazing new novel, “A Girl Is a Body of Water,” in the 

conflicted nation of her adolescence: 1970s Uganda, under the brutal rule of dictator Idi Amin. In 

her twelfth year, Kirabo, a young Ugandan girl, confronts a piercing question that has haunted 

her childhood: who is my mother? Kirabo has been raised by women in the small village of 

Nattetta—her grandmother, her best friend, and her many aunts, but the absence of her mother 



follows her like a shadow. Complicating these feelings of abandonment, as Kirabo comes of age 

she feels the emergence of a mysterious second self, a headstrong and confusing force inside 

her at odds with her sweet and obedient nature. 

Seeking answers, Kirabo begins spending afternoons with Nsuuta, a local witch, trading stories 

and learning not only about this force inside her, but about the woman who birthed her, who she 

learns is alive but not ready to meet. Nsuuta also explains that Kirabo has a streak of the “first 

woman”—an independent, original state that has been all but lost to women. 

Kirabo’s journey to reconcile her rebellious origins, alongside her desire to reconnect with her 

mother and to honor her family’s expectations, is rich in the folklore of Uganda and an arresting 

exploration of what it means to be a modern girl in a world that seems determined to silence 

women. Makumbi’s unforgettable novel is a sweeping testament to the true and lasting 

connections between history, tradition, family, friends, and the promise of a different future. 

 

Discussion led by David Newman 

 

APRIL 2023 

 
April 25, 2023  

 

The Hundred Years War on Palestine  by Rashid Khaladi      Nonfiction:  336 pages 

 

 

Drawing on a wealth of untapped archival materials and the reports of generations of family 

members―mayors, judges, scholars, diplomats, and journalists―The Hundred Years' War on 

Palestine upends accepted interpretations of the conflict, which tend, at best, to describe a 

tragic clash between two peoples with claims to the same territory. Khalidi traces a hundred 

years of colonial war on the Palestinians, waged first by the Zionist movement and then Israel, 

but backed by Britain and the United States, the great powers of the age. He highlights the key 

episodes in this colonial campaign, from the 1917 Balfour Declaration to the destruction of 

Palestine in 1948, from Israel’s 1982 invasion of Lebanon to the endless and futile peace 

process. Khaladi does not create a chronicle of victimization, nor does he whitewash the 

mistakes of Palestinian leaders or deny the emergence of national movements on both sides. In 

reevaluating the forces arrayed against the Palestinians, Khaladi offers an illuminating new view 

of this conflict. 

 

Discussion led by Stacy Hankin 

 

MAY 2023 

 
May 23, 2023 

 

The Septembers of Shiraz by Dalia Sofer    Nonfiction:  368 Pages 

 



A story of a Jewish Family during the Iranian revolution. In the aftermath of the Iranian 

revolution, rare-gem dealer Isaac Amin is arrested, wrongly accused of being a spy. Terrified by 

his disappearance, his family must reconcile a new world of cruelty and chaos with the collapse 

of everything they have known. As Isaac navigates the terrors of prison, and his wife feverishly 

searches for him, his children struggle with the realization that their family may soon be forced 

to embark on a journey of incalculable danger. 

 

Discussion led by Mischa & Salome DuPont 

 

 

 

JUNE 2023 

 
June 27, 2023 

 

Children of Stone by Sandy Tolan     Fiction: 480 pages 

 

Tolan, author of The Lemon Tree, tells the story of Ramzi Aburedwan, a boy from a Palestinian 

refugee camp who participated in the 1st Intifada. Children of the Stone chronicles Ramzi's 

journey--from stone thrower to music student to school founder--and shows how through his 

love of music he created something lasting and beautiful in the midst of the violence of the 

occupation. Returning to the West Bank after studying in a French conservatory, Ramzi 

establishes a network of music schools based in West Bank refugee camps. Musicians from 

around the world, including Daniel Barenboim, the Israeli musician and music director of La 

Scala in Milan and the Berlin Opera, help Ramzi realize his goal. 

 

Discussion led by Joel Beinin 

 

JULY 2023 

 
July 25, 2023 

 

Behold the Dreamers by  Imbolo Mbue        Fiction:  400 Pages 

 

Winner of the 2017 PEN/Faulkner award for fiction, this debut novel tells the story of Jende 

Jonga, a Cameroonian immigrant living in Harlem.  Jende has come to the United States to 

provide a better life for himself, his wife, Neni, and their six-year-old son. In the fall of 2007, 

Jende can hardly believe his luck when he lands a job as a chauffeur for Clark Edwards, a 

senior executive at Lehman Brothers. Clark demands punctuality, discretion, and loyalty—and 

Jende is eager to please. Clark’s wife, Cindy, even offers Neni temporary work at the 

Edwardes’s summer home in the Hamptons. With these opportunities, Jende and Neni can at 

last gain a foothold in America and imagine a brighter future. 

 



However, the world of great power and privilege conceals troubling secrets, and soon Jende 

and Neni notice cracks in their employers’ façades. 

 

When the financial world is rocked by the collapse of Lehman Brothers, the Jongas are 

desperate to keep Jende’s job—even as their marriage threatens to fall apart. As all four lives 

are dramatically upended, Jende and Neni are forced to make an impossible choice. 

 

Discussion led by David Newman    

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 


