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E 
very Jewish festival, like Shabbat each week, 
begins with kindling light. At Hanukah, though, 
we relate to the light differently. Shabbat candles 
provided light which our ancestors used to see 
into the evening. The light of the ḥanukiyah, on 
the other hand, is specifically not utilitarian. In 

Ha-nerot Hallalu, a series of verses traditionally recited after 
lighting, we say about the Hanukah candles: “We are not per-
mitted to use them.” No matter how noble the purpose, they are 
not meant to be used in any way. The instruction is “…rather, 
only to look upon them.” The lights of Hanukah exist for their 
own sake. 

What a radical instruction. Our tendency is so often to en-
counter the world 
through a lens of trans-
action: what we derive, 
how we benefit. Even 
if it is for a wholesome 
end, we still seldomly 
break away from this 
framework. What hap-
pens when we, instead, behold and appreciate something, or 
more importantly someone, for their own sake, as a light in and 
of themselves? 

This teaching about the light of Hanukah has returned to 
me this year, bearing wisdom for this moment. In the wake of 
these elections, there’s an agitation right now among many on 
the left regarding where to turn from here. Culturally, many are 
grappling with whether and how to reach across to those among 
the millions of people who would have made a very different 
choice for the future. And within the political left there is much 
disagreement between moderate and progressive, arguments 
about tactics and messaging, about the pace at which to call for 
change and the scale within which to imagine it.  

In response to these tensions, this image of the light for its 
own sake speaks to me. It echoes a question I hear from trusted 
colleagues: What happens when we shift the conversation from 
one of “issues” to one of people? When we engage through the 
framework of people and how they are impacted, we perceive 
complexities and richness and opportunities that remain hidden 
when simply examining issues. Those who are ideologically 
distant from me are not a monolith, and so the question of my 
engaging with them is not a simple one. In order to genuinely 
do so, I cannot approach any single individual as a means to an 
end, as an object to convince for the sake of winning. Rather, if 
I believe this is a worthy endeavor, I must find ways to ap-
proach others as full human beings in their own right, carrying 

with me the curiosity 
that this awareness 
requires and nurtures.  
Similarly, regarding 
the intra-partisan disa-
greements on the left, I 
believe that our role as 
“people of faith and 

fierce love” (to quote our IMIrJ friends) is to demand that poli-
cies are viewed through the lens of the impacts they have on 
human lives. So, while strategy is essential, we must never lose 
sight of the vision for which we are striving, in which actual 
people are protected and cared for. The transactional mode of 
compromise must not impede our tireless commitment to build-
ing a world in which people and communities who are margin-
alized and under attack are harmed no longer. 

As we light our hanukiyot this year, may we each carve out 
time and space to appreciate the light — its warmth and beauty 
and clarity — for its own sake. And may we be nourished and 
strengthened to carry that practice into our encounters with oth-
ers and our work for a more just and loving world.  

Volume 43: Issue 3 

What happens when we, instead, behold and appreciate 
something, or more importantly someone,  

for their own sake, as a light in and of themselves? 

by Rabbi Benjamin Barnett 

Light for Its Own Sake 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 B
ra

d 
Pe

ct
or

  



 

2 

Thursday, December 17 

To find this form, go to havurahshalom.org/submit and click on the corresponding link. 

From the Rabbi 
Office Info // Events 
Adult B’nei Mitzvah 

COVID Guidelines  
Asylum in the U.S. 

Building Community 
Poverty & Homelessness 

Forests & Logging 
Hanukah 2020 

High Holidays Recap 
Tributes 

Gratitude 
Calendar 

1 
2 
3 
3 
4 
4 
5 
5 
6 
7 
8 
8 
9 

Contents 
The office will be closed until further notice. You can still reach staff during these hours. 

January Hakol 
Submission Deadline 

Monday – Thursday 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Friday  
10:00 am – 3:00 pm Hours of Operation 

Every Tuesday at noon Weekly Email  
Deadline 

To find this form, go to havurahshalom.org/submit and click on the corresponding link. 

Havurah Staff 
 

Benjamin Barnett, Rabbi – benjamin@havurahshalom.org 
 

Adela Basayne, Program Director – adela@havurahshalom.org 
 

Deborah Eisenbach-Budner, Education Director – deborah@havurahshalom.org 
 

Carrie Kirschner, Assistant Coordinator of Education – ace@havurahshalom.org 
 

Brad Pector, Communications & Membership Coordinator – brad@havurahshalom.org 
 

Rachel Pollak, Office & Facilities Manager – rachel@havurahshalom.org 
 

Leah Shoshanah, Music Coordinator – leah@havurahshalom.org 

Hakol is Havurah Shalom’s monthly newsletter that is edited and designed by the Communications & Membership 
Coordinator. If you have any questions or comments please email him at brad@havurahshalom.org.  

Havurah Shalom 

Events 
Book Group: A Woman is No Man  
by Etaf Rum  

Tuesday, Dec. 22, 7-8:30 pm – Room Bet 
 

This debut novel by an Arab-American voice, takes us inside 
the lives of conservative Arab women living in America. In 
Brooklyn, eighteen-year-old Deya is starting to meet with 
suitors. Though she doesn’t want to get married, her grand-
parents give her no choice. History is repeating itself: Deya’s 
mother, Isra, also had no choice when she left Palestine as a 
teenager to marry Adam. Though Deya was raised to believe 
her parents died in a car accident, a secret note from a myste-
rious, yet familiar-looking woman makes Deya question eve-
rything she was told about her past. As the narrative alter-
nates between the lives of Deya and Isra, she begins to under-
stand the dark, complex secrets behind her community.  
Discussion led by Stacey Hankin. 
 

Grappling with White Supremacy  
& White Nationalism as Jews 
Tuesdays, Jan. 19, Feb. 2, Feb. 16, March 2, 7-8:30 pm 
– Room Gimel 
 

Through readings, writing prompts, and discussion, this class 
will explore and help us grapple with where Jews fit, as indi-
viduals and as a community, on the minority/majority and 
oppressed/privileged continuums. The class is limited to 16, 
with hevrutah groups meeting in the intervening weeks, facil-
itated by members of the IMIrJ Countering White National-
ism Cohort. Please bring your openness to new ideas and 
your capacity to engage in experiential learning. Sign up 
here.  

Havurah Adult Writers Workshop  
(for Non-Writers!) 
Tuesdays, Jan. 14 - March 4, 7-9 pm – Room Bet 
 

Have you thought about trying to write prose? Do you want 
to try with others? This year’s Havurah Adult Writers Work-
shop (for Non-Writers!) might be for you! The workshop is 
for anyone who wants to explore prose writing – and is NOT 
a published writer or working on a big writing project. The 
focus is memoir writing generated through reflection, engag-
ing prompts, discussion, and feedback. While the Jewish ex-
perience often comes up in memoir writing in a Jewish com-
munity, our process examines the writer’s personal explora-
tion from any perspective. Participants develop one piece 
from the workshop and may choose to read at a culminating 
Friday Oneg Reading for the Havurah community. Sign up 
here. Led by David Kertzner.  
 

Jews of the Middle East & North Africa 
 

Mondays, Feb. 1 - March 22, 7-8:30 pm – Room Bet 
 

This class will focus on the modern history of the Jewish 
communities of the Middle East and North Africa, from 
~1860 to the present. We will begin with a brief discussion of 
Spanish Jewry (Sephardim) and the Jewish communities of 
Iraq, Iran, Yemen, and Ethiopia. We will devote particular 
attention to the communities of Morocco, Algeria, Iraq, and 
Egypt. We will examine the complex relationship between 
these Jewish communities, the local cultures and European 
colonialism. We will also discuss the sociology, politics, and 
culture of these communities in Israel today. Sign up here. 
Taught by Joel Beinin, Emeritus at Stanford University. 

havurahshalom.org/submit
havurahshalom.org/submit
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/jewishness-and-whiteness-grappling-with-the-dilemmas-.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/jewishness-and-whiteness-grappling-with-the-dilemmas-.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/writers-workshop-for-non-writers.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/writers-workshop-for-non-writers.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/jews-of-the-middle-east-and-north-africa.html
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Adult B’nei Mitzvah Group Forming! 
Join by Contacting Deborah Eisenbach-Budner 

Learning 

Havurah COVID Safety Guidelines 
 

Havurah updated its COVID Safety Guidelines in November 2020 to respond to the rise in COVID-19 cases and to 
provide greater clarity around our gathering rules in light of the stricter guidelines released by health authorities. 
The Havurah Building remains closed and (except for the very limited exceptions identified in our COVID Safety 
Guidelines) all our services and events are being held online via Zoom. The guidelines are now posted at the links 
above and our website's COVID information page (under the "News" tab in the dropdown menu). 

We want all of you to know that there was a significant process that preceded the release of these guidelines and 
we have written a short letter explaining that process and our guiding principles. We invite you to take a moment 
to read our letter. We also encourage you to reach out to any one of us if you have any questions or concerns 
about the updated guidelines. 

Thank you, 
Miriam Reshotko, Ben Walters, Loree Devery & Julia Lager-Mesulam (Havurah Shalom Presidents) 

A 
re you interested in deepening your knowledge 
and commitment to Torah, Tefillah (Prayer), and 
Kehillah (Community)? Expanding your Jewish 
literacy skills, confidence, and sense of connec-
tion with Judaism? Going through this process in 

community and celebrating your Jewish learning in Havurah? 
Then consider joining the new Adult B’nei Mitzvah Group! 

This group will study together from early April 2021 – Feb-
ruary 2023, almost two years, with Havurah Education Direc-
tor Deborah Eisenbach-Budner, Rabbi Benjamin, and other 
teachers.  

This Adult B’nei Mitzvah process is for people who want to 
nourish their intellectual and spiritual selves, individually and 
within the context of an ongoing learning community. One 
might have never become a B’nei Mitzvah, or they might have 
had a Bar/Bat Mitzvah – in form but not in substance. There 
are some things that you can go back and do again (but better 
this time)! 

You will learn how to read Hebrew (or increase your 
knowledge), translate sections of prayers – while grappling 
with their spiritual and other meanings, engage a section of 
Torah through close translation and commentary, chant from 
the Torah, and navigate Shabbat services. The pre-requisites 
are: 1) the willingness to learn and grow, maybe in surprising 
ways, 2) the ability to participate on Wednesday evenings for 
almost 2 years as well as monthly Shabbat morning services. 
Some people undertake this with a friend or family member. 
Some people don’t know anybody in the group at the begin-
ning. 

A few Havurahniks reflect on this process:  
 

“The ABM class was a seminal experience for me, one of the 
most important in my life. It was intellectually stimulating and 
emotionally fulfilling and opened so many avenues for me to 
connect deeply with Judaism and the ancestors.” 
 
– Annie Goldberg (a brand new Havurah member at the time) 
 

“One of the main reasons I did this was to meet new Havu-
rahniks and bond with them. The experience met that expecta-
tion more than I could have imagined.”  
 
– Dave Weil (a very longtime member at the time) 
 
“For a longtime I felt like I wrestled with being ‘Jewish 
enough’ and doing it right. I have been chewing on the ques-
tion of what it means to be a Jew through this b’nei mitzvah 
process. Yes, there is value in knowing the religious rituals of 
my ancestry. However, I believe Judaism runs deeper than 
knowing the correctness of prayers and trope. The ancient He-
brew scroll leaves room for interpretation, similar to the expe-
rience of music and its corresponding written notes. This pro-
cess has taught me both the music and the notes.” 
 
– Beth Yohalem-Ilsley 
 
“18 brave souls, including myself, said ’yes’ not 100% sure as 
to upon what we had agreed. The group was very diverse in 
age, gender, and Jewish background. Some could already read 
Hebrew while others could not decode a single word. Others 
had connected to their Judaism rather late in life or had con-
verted as adults. Some had grown up in very Jewish homes and 
others not so much. What we shared was a willingness to go on 
this journey together… And what a journey it has been. We’ve 
laughed, we’ve argued, we’ve shared successes and fears. 
Through it all, we’ve embraced our Jewishness, our heritage 
and our community.”  
 
– Barbara Simon 
 

I am excited to begin working with a new group. If any-
thing above sparks your interest, please contact me as soon as 
you can. I meet with each prospective participant to hear about 
your goals and interests and help you figure out if this process 
is a good match for you.  

 HAKOL    December 2020 

https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/HavurahCovidGuidelines-November252020v2.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/HavurahCovidGuidelines-November252020v2.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/HavurahCovidGuidelines-November252020v2.pdf
https://www.havurahshalom.org/covid-19
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/PresidentsLetteronCOVIDGuidelines-Dec.22020.pdf
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Kehillah Tikkun Olam 

Havurah Shalom 

Amplify Our Impact  

Not So Welcome Anymore? 

M 
any Havurahniks can look 
back generations to ances-
tors who first came to the 
United States. Central to 

the immigration stories we tell our-
selves and our children is the belief that 
this nation offers refuge to people flee-
ing danger. Those beliefs have been 
tested by immigration policy over the 
past four years. These policies have 
impacted thousands of people like Ma-
ria and Carlos, asylum seekers from 
Guatemala who are currently being 
sponsored by Havurah. 

According to a recent New York 
Times editorial, the current administra-
tion has taken over 400 actions against 

immigration since taking office, 
“attacking virtually every aspect” of the 
system. For Central Americans like 
Maria and Carlos, that has meant the 
separation of families at the US border 
with Mexico. And while according to 
law, anyone can apply for asylum with-
in the US, the current administration 
has put in place so many barriers as to 
effectively shut-off any opportunity for 
people seeing asylum to ask for it. Poli-
cies such as metering (slowing down 
the numbers of people allowed to cross 
the border), Remain in Mexico 
(requiring asylum seekers to wait in 
Mexico until their turn has been called), 
and the requirement that asylum seek-

ers apply in third-party countries before 
their applications will be accepted, 
have made it virtually impossible for 
people to seek asylum. 

Maria and Carlos were lucky. They 
crossed the border seeking asylum be-
fore the current restrictive programs 
were put in place. 

With the incoming Biden/Harris 
administration, we can hope that many 
of these policies will be reversed. In the 
meantime, we are grateful to the 60 
Havurah families who have contributed 
to supporting Maria and Carlos as they 
begin their new lives--in an America 
we all hope will soon feel more wel-
coming. 

T 
he connection between social justice and our Jewish 
roots has drawn many of us to this congregation. 
Whether you’re already involved in one or more Tik-
kun Olam groups or projects, co-teaching your chil-

dren in Shabbat School, or sharing drashim connecting Torah 
to current issues, have you wondered how to build momen-
tum? Do you want to connect more broadly to others doing 
social justice work within or outside of the Havurah communi-
ty?  

Havurah is a long-time member of the Metropolitan Alli-
ance for Common Good or MACG (sounds like “mack gee”). 
Through MACG, over two dozen congregations, non-profit 
community groups, and health care providers across the tri-
county region work together to build relationships and momen-
tum around issues important to us:  

• Strengthening social connections during the COVID-19 
pandemic 

• Housing 

• Climate change and environmental justice 

• Immigrant rights 

• Racial justice (coming soon)  
 

Havurah’s MACG Core Team contributes to ongoing action 
teams, supports trainings, and encourages congregation mem-
bers to participate in local civic campaigns in solidarity with 
diverse voices across this broad-based alliance. Together, we 
build power and take action to improve the quality of life 
across our region. 
 
Participate in social justice organizing training: 

• December 2020: A series of four 2-hour trainings, from 6-
8 pm on Dec 8, 10, 15, and 17. Register at: 
www.macg.org.  

• Coming this spring! Havurah’s MACG Core Team will 
host a multi-session training on building leadership 
through strengthening our relationships with each other 
and our congregation as a whole and engaging in public 
action. Many Havurahniks have completed MACG leader-
ship training in the past! 

 
Attend one of our virtual movie night discussions: 

• February 23 & April 6 
 

On each movie night, the MACG Core Team will host a movie 
or video (which can be watched on your own time or with the 
group) and discussion about bottom-up organizing. We will 
learn from examples of effective community organizing – and 
consider how to apply related strategies within the social jus-
tice work we are doing.  
 
Join the MACG Core Team: 

• Monthly meeting to support hosting these events and con-
necting Havurah the current action areas 

• Encourage Havurah participation in MACG events 
 

Interested in learning more about MACG and its principles? 
Check out: 
 

www.macg.org 
www.industrialareasfoundation.org 

 
Talk with Michael Heumann, Bob Brown, or Adele Thompson 
to learn more about Havurah’s connection with MACG. If 
you’re interested in participating on the MACG Core Team, 
please contact Michael Heumann via the Havurah Member 
Directory.  

Asylum Over the Past Four Years 
Sanctuary  

Committee 

MACG Builds Community Power in the Pursuit of Social Justice    

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/10/opinion/sunday/trump-immigration-child-separations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/10/opinion/sunday/trump-immigration-child-separations.html
http://www.macg.org
http://www.macg.org/
https://www.industrialareasfoundation.org/
https://www.havurahshalom.org/member/directory
https://www.havurahshalom.org/member/directory
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I 
n May 2020, voters in our region approved a support-
ive housing services levy that Havurah Shalom en-
dorsed. The measure will provide an unprecedented 
opportunity to address our homeless crisis at a scale 
that will have the resources to match the scope of the 
need.  

The 10-year levy will be funded through a 1% marginal 
tax on all taxable income of more than $125,000 for individu-
als and $200,000 for joint filers, and a 1% tax on profits from 
businesses with gross receipts of more than $5 million. Before 
COVID-19, it was expected to generate over $200 million an-
nually to be spread by formula to the three counties in the met-
ro region.  

The measure will dedicate significant funding for rental 
assistance and supportive services to help stabilize people ex-
periencing or at risk of homelessness. The hope is to also sig-
nificantly reduce the rates of homelessness across the region. 

Implementation planning is underway at the regional level 
(Metro), as well as in each county (Multnomah, Washington, 
Clackamas).  

Metro has appointed a regional citizen oversight commit-
tee to provide transparency and accountability of program im-
plementation. Each county is currently developing a local strat-
egy and initial funds should start being available in late 2021. 

There are many opportunities to get involved. For more 
information click here! 

by Steve Rudman  

Havurah Shalom  

Regional Homeless Services Update 

“The Short Story”: A History of the IAP 
A short history of the Interfaith Alli-

ance on Poverty:  
 

2015 Winter  
Members of Westminster Presbyterian 
explored ideas to deal with poverty. 
 

2015 Fall  
Half-Day Forum featuring national 
poverty expert Dr. Donna Beegle 
(Communication Across Barriers) with 
12 faith communities in attendance. 
 

2016 Winter  
Northeast Interfaith Alliance launched 
with 3 action teams: Transitions to Sta-
bility, Becoming a Poverty Informed 
Community (now called Poverty 
Awareness & Communication), and 
Advocacy. Each team plays a critical 

role in helping fulfill their mission of 
alleviating poverty in the Portland, Ore-
gon region.  
 

For the full story click here! 
 
As full members of IAP any Havu-

rah member can join any of these three 
action teams and/or attend events open 
to all IAP congregations. One such 
event sponsored by the Transitions to 
Stability action team. The team is cur-
rently planning for “The Alternative” 
study/book group beginning early 2021. 

The ideas in The Alternative have 
been tested in many places in Califor-
nia and are currently being tested in 
several places in Oregon. They are long
-lasting ideas and important to the 
changes that need to be made in how 

we treat and trust poor folks to be a part 
of their own success. 

 

Please take a look at these two 
important websites: 
www.fii.org  
www.thealternativebook.org 
 

Copies of The Alternative can be 
found both new and used on the web. 
Multnomah county library also has 
copies, which, at this writing can only 
be put on a "later" shelf, however we 
trust that our libraries will open again 
soon! And look at the website for Fami-
ly Independence Initiative (FII) which 
is implementing the ideas The Alterna-
tive proposes. If you are interested in 
more information, please contact Gloria 
Halper via the Member Directory. 

by Jeffry Gottfried 

I Have Met the Enemy and It Is Me! Is it You Too? 

F 
or more than 50 years, I have been a forest activist in 
Oregon. In recent years I have been speaking out 
against Wall Street Logging, the ownership of Oregon 
Forests by investors who have no idea the extent of 

the ecologically-devastation cause by frequent clearcutting of 
Oregon's Forests, especially in the Oregon Coast Range, while 
paying no corporate income tax to the State. Knowing this 
about me, you can imagine how I felt when I recently discov-
ered that the Teachers Insurance Annuity Association (TIAA), 
the company that manages my retirement, owns and is in the 
process of clearcutting 144,000 acres of forest in Clatsop 
County, alone! 

Since that shocking discovery about a month ago, I have 
been in contact with officials at Lewis and Clark Timberlands, 
the local TIAA-controlled business, but it’s clear that my con-
cerns need to be heard higher up in this billion dollar retire-
ment investment company. I’m now planning my next move to 

use my minuscule ownership status to try to influence Lewis 
and Clark Timberlands to manage their forests using "climate 
smart" principles that would consider their forests' abilities to 
sequester carbon and be a buffer against climate change, as 
opposed to cutting their trees at 30-40 years of age as is com-
monly the timber cutting cycle in the timber industry, an age at 
which trees are not, as yet able to take up enough carbon diox-
ide to make a significant difference. 

I want to meet other TIAA retirees and others whose re-
tirements are currently managed by TIAA in order to have a 
stronger impact on TIAA by harnessing the collective power of 
the colleges, universities and other educational institutions that 
you work or worked for. Thanks! 

 
Please contact Jeff Gottfried via the Havurah Member Direc-
tory.  

 HAKOL    December 2020 

https://mailchi.mp/heretogetheroregon/new-year-new-resolutions-new-resources-12550510?e=7eab96e8b7
https://www.allianceonpoverty.org/about-us#history
https://www.fii.org
https://www.thealternativebook.org
https://www.havurahshalom.org/member/directory
https://www.havurahshalom.org/member/directory
https://www.havurahshalom.org/member/directory
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Hanukah 2020 

Hanukah 2020 at Havurah! 
Dec. 10 - 17, 6 pm every night (with some special events before or after) 

Welcoming Hanukah 
Thursday, Dec. 10, 6 - 6:30 pm 
Join the Havurah community to welcome Hanukah 
with a communal menorah lighting, blessings, and 
singing led by Rabbi Benjamin. 
 
Hanukah & Human Rights Shabbat 
Friday, Dec. 11, 6 - 7 pm 
Leah Shoshanah and Rabbi Benjamin will lead us in 
an evening of music, prayer and connection as we 
light the Hanukah candles together and welcome in 
Shabbat. We will also hear other Havurah voices 
reflecting on the festival’s themes of revolution and 
human rights. 
 
Hanukah Havdalah: A Festival of Lights 
Saturday, Dec. 12, 6 - 6:30 pm 
Led by Andrine, Howard , and Diane. End Shabbat 
with a fun and bright Havdalah service and then 
we’ll light our menorahs followed by an exciting 
fire/LED Poi demonstration by Chava. 
 
Hanukah Cooking & Candles 
Sunday, Dec. 13 
5 - 6 pm: Latke cooking 
6 - 6:30 pm: Candles, Songs, and Stories 
Join our very own chef, Jenn for latke making. Cook 
latkes alongside Jenn or enjoy a scrumptious cook-
ing demo of the BEST potato latkes as well as tasty 
butternut squash latkes. RSVP here for recipes. Fol-
lowed by Hanukiah lighting, guitar-accompanied 
singing, and stories at 6 pm. 
 

Jewish Mystical Realist Songs & Stories 
Monday, Dec. 14, 6 - 6:30 pm 
Bring in the light, unpack the joy, and travel to the 
heartland of Jewish Mystical Realism. Music with 
Steve Mesulam and a new story from Chelm with 
Cassandra Sagan. 
 
Multi-Generational Songs & Stories 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, 6 - 6:30 pm 
Join us for an evening of multi-generational songs 
and stories led by Tivona, Carolina, Elinor, and Buff 
— something for everyone to brighten the night! 
 
Oh Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel! 
Wednesday, Dec. 16, 6 - 6:30 pm 
Sing songs, light the menorah, hear a short story, 
and play virtual dreidel! 
 
“Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, 
We can't be in one room. 
But stop kvetching; 
Tradition lives on Zoom!” 
 
The AlteRockers Host Hanukah! 
Thursday, Dec. 17, 6 - 6:30 pm 
What’s the best thing to put in sufganiyot? Your 
teeth! Join the AlteRockers as they tell jokes, rock 
Yiddish songs, and share stories. A festive last night 
of Hanukah for all! If you’re an AlteRocker, stick 
around for some schmoozing. 

Let's bring more light to Hanukah and celebrate together this year — all eight days. During the week of Hanu-
kah, a communal menorah lighting will be held. Each night also features a brief program of singing, storytelling, 
jokes, or dreidel playing. Join any or all nights, from 6 - 6:30 pm (or as described below), followed by opportuni-
ties to stay on and schmooze. All evening programs are family-friendly and for all ages. We'd love to see every-
one all nights, but feel free to pick and choose! 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/latke-cooking-with-chef-jenn-louis.html
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Holidays 

Meeting the Moment 

I 
n early 2020, the most dramatic 
of changes we anticipated in the 
coming High Holiday cycle was 
the integration of our new 
machzor. Then COVID-19 hap-
pened. For two months, service 

leadership and tech leaders raced to 
meet the moment, supporting weekly 
spiritual practices over Zoom while our 
collective breath was taken away by the 
swiftly shifting landscape. Havurah’s 
High Holidays 5781 (2020) tells a story 
of our community that I’d like to reflect 
back to you. It is a story of integrity, 
collaborative innovation, and bountiful 
participation. 

When the planning team met in ear-
ly May to soberly face the challenge of 
High Holidays under the constraints of 
the pandemic, Rabbi Benjamin ground-
ed our discussion and decision making 
in the core needs of the community 
during the holiday cycle: safety, con-
nection, and making meaning. 

In non-pandemic Portland, safety 
shows up in onsite security staff, bag 
checks, and the presence of volunteers. 
During a pandemic, safety was threat-
ened by merely showing up – by sing-
ing together. Harm could arrive unwit-
tingly and unintentionally in an asymp-
tomatic member. It could superspread 
through aerosols from songs. Harm 
might arrive in the form of a data secu-

rity breach, Zoom bombing, or other 
tech failure during services. Staying at 
home, singing at our screens on mute 
was an act of securing the safety of our 
members. We were shielded from 
ShulCloud crashes on both Erev Rosh 
Hashanah and Kol Nidre. Our virtual 
tent, the web portal secured by 
CVENT, experienced no failures and 
blocked Zoom-bombing intruders while 
providing a secure entrance to our 
members and community guests.  

Typically, access manifests in our 
radical inclusion and no-ticket policy: 
in free childcare, special seating sec-
tions, self-selecting Aliyot, and the 
mention of page numbers. In this pan-
demic, the key facilitator of access is 
technology. The imperative to promote 
the adoption of our CVENT web portal 
guided us to invest in a rich tapestry of 
Elul programming that offered an on-
ramp to both this technology and the 
holiday cycle. Each week of Elul over-
flowed with member offerings for re-
flection, writing, cooking, poetry, so-
cial justice, daily Zoom shofar blows, 
and DIY kits. Havurah musicians creat-
ed a wealth of on-demand options to 
sing and meditate to. Members were 
invited to connect and find nourishment 
– to make meaning and to build com-
munity online. Those riches now live 
here our website and can be accessed at 

your leisure. 
Everyone had a front row seat this 

season. We gathered in our sanctuary, 
ark draped with holiday banners, To-
rahs dressed in their High Holiday fin-
ery. Havurah flower fairies brought 
beauty into the homes and screens of 
service leaders. Frontline leaders both 
on and off camera developed compe-
tence and expertise to deliver intimate, 
interactive, deeply meaningful services 
as well as problem solving skills when 
issues arose. And, yes, in addition to all 
of this, we integrated our new machzor.  

Over 500 families tuned in for Erev 
Rosh Hashanah, and over 700 on Kol 
Nidre. People joined from the comfort 
of their living rooms in Portland and 
from across the country. Families in 
Michigan and New York united on 
Zoom. Ilene Safyan was with us in 
Portland and in Minneapolis, and, once 
again, mother and daughter harmonized 
in the closing moments of Neilah. 

We met the moment in line with our 
values and our ethos, through the sweat 
and creativity of our devoted staff and 
participatory community. 

Next year in the Tiffany Center. 
Together. If we are not there yet, we 
have a template for how to come to-
gether safely, to connect and to make 
meaning in a uniquely Havurah fash-
ion. 

by Sacha Reich on behalf of Steering and the High Holiday Planning Committee 

 HAKOL    December 2020 

High Holidays 5781 

Screenshots from Kol Nidre 5781 on Zoom 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/media
https://www.havurahshalom.org/media
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General Contributions 
Adam AvRuskin, in honor of Sharon Stern. Thank 
you so much for your encouragement and support 
of learning. 
 
Adult Education Fund 
Laurie Brown and Teri Noesen, in honor of of Emily 
Simon. Thank you for giving of your time and 
teaching us on Zoom. So appreciated! 
 
Tikkun Olam Fund 
Shera Sinell and Andrew Ehrlich, in memory of our 
parents, Sam and Shirley Siness and Arthur and 
Felicia Erlich. 
 

Havurah Endowment Fund 
Arleen Slive and Dick Mastbrook, in honor of Susan 
Lazareck, Jason Labinger, Sam Sirkin, Liz Schwartz, 
Mimi Epstein, David Ellenberg, Susan Brenner, Ed 
Kraus and Rabbi Benjamin. Thanks for all your help! 
Sorry if I forgot you! 
 
Building Fund 
Roberta Schmalz, in memory of our wonderful 
Grandmother, Hilda Siegel. 
 

Michael Evans, in memory of Hyman Evans. 
 
Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
Katherine McDowell and Ken Lerner, in memory of 
Selma Lerner. 

Tributes 

Havurah Shalom 

Gratitude 

A 
s we continue to navigate our world and ways to 
connect with each other safely we are grateful to 
those who are making those connections possible.  
To the Bikkur Holim Group who has organized a 

support group for those who have lost loved ones this year.  
To the new music co-chairs whom enthusiastically and crea-

tively stepped up to lead the committee and collaborate with 
Leah Shoshanah Havurah’s new Music Coordinator. 

To all who donated to Havurah in honor of the meaningful 
Chagim. We appreciate all donations.  

To those who are planning a variety of Hanukkah events! 
It’s going to be fun! 

To everyone who is supporting those who need support and 
meals through Lotsa Helping Hands. Those acts of kindness 
and support are so meaningful and greatly appreciated.  

To the amazing AlteRockers who are planning events and 
supporting people during COVID.  

To our dedicated Space Jam Committee who continue to 
explore options for our space needs when we can be in person 
again! 

To our IT support team for always making sure our services 
and events run smoothly and for supporting our service leaders. 

To our Garden Committee for pruning, clearing, sweeping, 
weeding and laying bark dust and for contemplating how we 
manage keeping our outside space clean and safe for everyone.  

To the Exec Team of Steering for engaging in a meaningful 
dialog about the best way for us to participate in post-election 
actions and to all who took action. 

To Wendy Weisman for her thoughtful and meaningful fa-
cilitation of the post-election community meeting. 

To Chris Coughlin for representing Havurah and Defend 
Democracy PDX Coalition. 

To those members who are holding space for BIPOC mem-
bers to discuss goals of the group and what success of that 
group looks like.  

To all those who continue to support Maria and Carlos and 
their needs.  

To all who are engaged in our ongoing work with Lift Ur-
ban Portland, Interfaith Alliance on Poverty, Portland Homeless 
Families Solutions and MACG. 

And to all those many, many tasks that weren’t mentioned 
thank you! We are a community because of each of you and 
your participation however, that may look. If there is something 
you would like to have mentioned please connect with Julia 
Lager-Mesulam via the Havurah Member Directory to be in-
cluded next month. 

by Julia Lager-Mesulam 

Havurah Shalom will soon call  
to the Torah the following B’nei Mitzvah: 

 

January 6 
Ariel Carroll  

Child of Keren Rosenblum & Justin Carroll 
 

January 30 
Logan Mafchir-Werth 

Child of Anna Mafchir & Andrew Werth 
 

Please join us in celebration and welcome 
them to our community. Mazel tov! 

And a special thank you to Susan Lazareck, for the immense 
amount of time you have spent supporting Havurahniks in need 
through your leadership in Lotsa Helping Hands. We are so 
grateful to have someone like you at Havurah and look forward 
to see you helping people in new ways.  
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