
Possible protocol for re-opening. In view of the lifting of regulations by OHA, high vaccination rates in 
our local area, and continued dramatic decline in severe illness and death from Covid-19, the Core Crisis 
Team is considering having Havurah move toward reopening our building using an honor system protocol 
which would permit fully vaccinated persons to choose whether or not to wear a mask in the building. 
Unvaccinated individuals would be required to wear a mask. No vaccine verification process would be 
used and we would strongly emphasize the message of de-stigmatizing masks since many people will 
continue to wear masks for many reasons. This protocol is initially being implemented on a small-scale 
“pilot” basis for the Wednesday morning minyan group and B’nai Mitzvah celebrations, but no decision 
has been made for larger gatherings in the building and the CCT wants your input about this proposal. 
 
To be clear, the re-opening protocol discussion does not apply to High Holidays (which will be virtual this 
year), or Shabbat School (which will have a different protocol due to the largely unvaccinated student 
population), or private offices in Havurah. Whatever protocol is selected will apply to other gatherings in 
the public portions of the building. We are looking at moving forward with a phased reopening over the 
next few months and are hoping to celebrate together in our building for Simchat Torah. 
 
Community Forum – sign up to hear and be heard. We got robust and varied feedback about this 
proposal from our members who attended the first Community Forum on Sunday, July 11. If you want to 
understand more about the basis for this proposal, hear about the alternatives that are being considered, 
and share your input, please register to attend the Community Forum on Monday, July 19 at 7 PM in 
Room Aleph via the weekly email or calendar.  
 
Please also remember that the best way to protect yourself and others from infection is to get vaccinated 
against COVID-19.  
 
If you have any questions for the Core Crisis Team about the proposed re-opening protocolor the 
upcoming Community Forum event, please email info@havurahshalom.org and a member of the 
committee will get back to you.  
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Loree Devery, Ben Walters, Julia Lager-Mesulam, Miriam Reshotko, Oren Kosansky, Rabbi Benjamin 
Barnett, Deborah Eisenbach-Budner, Adela Basayne, Rachel Pollak, Brad Pector, Carrie Kirschner, 
Michael Heumann, Richard Goldenberg, Rachel Plotinsky, Joe Sullivan 
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