
Havurah’s Core Crisis Team met on May 27 to discuss next steps in Havurah’s “reopening.” 
Though regulations from the CDC and OHA have been dramatically liberalized, it is 
important to understand that the State of Oregon is currently requiring faith institutions (and 
all businesses) to implement “vaccine verification” policies and procedures in order for 
vaccinated individuals to attend indoor events without masks and distancing. 
  
At our meeting last week, we focused on B’nei Mitzvah celebrations and the Wednesday 
Morning Minyan group.  
 

B'nei Mitzvahs. We will likely start permitting B’nei Mitzvah families to celebrate in 
the sanctuary with a group of invited guests. The details are still under discussion, 
but we hope to share updated sanctuary guidelines with B’nei Mitzvah families in the 
next week.  
 

Wednesday Morning Minyan group. We are also looking at opening the sanctuary 
for the Wednesday Morning Minyan group in the next week or so. Again, details will 
be forthcoming.  

 

Other services and gatherings. In general, we are not planning on "opening" our building 
for other services and gatherings under Oregon's current vaccine verification guidelines. It 
is our hope that the vaccine verification requirement will be lifted in the near future. The 
governor has hinted that this may occur when the statewide vaccination rate of those 18 
and over reaches 70% (it is currently at 64.9%). At that time, we may be permitted to open 
up the building to vaccinated individuals WITHOUT masks and distancing. Unvaccinated 
individuals will likely still be encouraged (or required) to continue to mask and distance 
indoors. It is also possible that the “occupancy” requirements (currently 75% of capacity for 
faith institutions in “lower risk” counties) will be eliminated when the state gets to 70%. 
These anticipated changes will give Havurah an opportunity to significantly relax our 
gathering guidelines.  
 

We understand the critical importance of resuming face-to-face gatherings as soon as 
possible. We want to create an environment where it is safe to daven, celebrate, and learn 
together in close proximity. In crafting policy guidelines, we remain mindful of balancing our 
core values of inclusivity and protecting the vulnerable with our desire to be together. 
 

If you have any questions/concerns/ideas about the “reopening” process, please contact 
Loree Devery or Ben Walters via the Havurah Member Directory. 
 


