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I imagine many of you read in 
horror about the attack on the Pales-
tinian village of Huwara at the end 
of February, when hundreds of Israe-
li settlers stormed through the town. 
For hours they shattered windows 
and set fire to cars, businesses, and 
homes, many with people inside. 
One person was killed and a few 
hundred were injured. Even some 
Israeli leaders have called it a 
pogrom. 

One of the most chilling images 
was video captured of settlers pray-
ing Ma’ariv, the evening service, 
with fires blazing in the background. 
Many Jews were shocked to see 
that. I was not shocked, but I am 
horrified. What does it mean for us 
to witness people chanting Hebrew 
verses moments after ransacking 
homes and a community and poten-
tially committing murder? Regard-
less of what they do or say after-
ward, the actions are vile. But still, 
what is that Judaism? The disso-
nance is dreadful.  

As I reflected on my reaction to-
ward those men praying, I was 
brought back to a moment from 
years ago, on a tour with the group 
Breaking the Silence. One of the 
participants was demonizing the set-
tlers, whose terrorizing of Palestinian 
residents of Hebron we were learn-
ing about. Yehuda Shaul, our tour 
guide and founder of the organiza-
tion, challenged him: “This is not 
about condemning those people,” he 
said. “This is about calling out a sys-
tem that enables them to carry out 
these acts.” Which is not at all to 

say that the individuals who attacked 
Huwara shouldn't be brought to jus-
tice. They most certainly should be. 
And that is just the point: they have 
not been. Even though Israeli sol-
diers were there all night, hardly any 
of the attackers were detained. 
Those who were, were eventually 
released.  

So to point the finger only at 
those who directly caused the vio-
lence is to miss the way in which —
 in this instance and in so many oth-
ers — those at the very heart of 
power within the State, while not 
praying over violence, very much 
sanctify it.  

In the immediate, the pogrom was 
an act of revenge for the killing of 
two young Israeli men, Yagel and 
Hillel Yaniv. Their deaths are tragic 
and wrong. My heart aches to imag-
ine their parents’ grief. The story of 

Huwara, though, does not begin 
with those murders. And while I 
know that some Israelis and Jews 
see Huwara, and this political mo-
ment in general, as exceptional, it 
does not strike me as such. Donniel 
Hartman of Jerusalem’s Hartman 
Institute offered recently that, “the 
current government is actually a re-
flection of the decay that’s been go-
ing on for quite a while…it’s a 
mirror.” Hartman is by no means a 
radical. So perhaps he represents a 
willingness on the part of more 
Israelis, and more Jews, to honestly 
examine that reflection. Perhaps the 
current protests and the reaction to 
Huwara might crack that door of 
possibility open.  

I don’t know whether that’s 
possible. But it seems like the only 
way through toward a different 
reality. May it be so. 

By Rabbi Benjamin Barnett 

In the Wake of Huwara 

cap 

Costumed spielers tell secrets on the bima during the Purim Celebration last month. 

https://www.breakingthesilence.org.il
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Weekly Email  
Contribution Deadline 

Tuesdays by Noon 
 

Misheberach List Form 

Susan Steele, mother of Kyle Steele, 
mother-in-law of Megan Koler, died 
March 21. 
 
Caryl Reichman, mother of Larry 
Reichman and grandmother of Mira 
and Louis, died Feb. 28. 

Condolences 

Havurah will call to the Torah the 
following Banot Mitzvah: 

 

April 29 
Olive Colman 

Child of Alison & Laurence Colman 
and 

Avna Siegel-Lukin 
Child of Zicra Lukin  

and Noah Siegel 
 

Please join us in celebration and 
welcome them to our community. 

B’nei Mitzvah 

Tara Anderson,  
Participation & Publications 
Coordinator 
tara@havurahshalom.org 

Benjamin Barnett, Rabbi 
benjamin@havurahshalom.org 

Adela Basayne,  
Program Director 
adela@havurahshalom.org 

Deborah Eisenbach-Budner,  
Education Director 
deborah@havurahshalom.org 

Carrie Kirschner, Youth  
Education & B'nei Mitzvah 
Program Coordinator  
carrie@havurahshalom.org 

Rachel Pollak, Office &  
Facilities Manager 
rachel@havurahshalom.org 

Havurah Shalom Staff 

Hakol Contribution Deadline 
April 14 

 
Havurah Website Calendar 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
Beth and Andy Shreve, and Joanna, 

Rick and Lee Miller, in apprecia-
tion of Rabbi Benjamin's support. 

Jeannie and Samuel Teitelman, in 
memory of Bertha Goldberg. 

Jeannie and Samuel Teitelman, in 
memory of Jacob Teitelman. 

Beth and Andy Shreve, in memory 
of Marsha Miller, mother of Beth 
Shreve. 

Harriet and Richard Steinberg, in 
memory of Lester Steinberg, father 
of Richard Steinberg and father-in-
law of Harriet Steinberg. 

Adult Education Fund 
Layton and Gene Borkan, in 

memory of Bob Epstein. 
Monica Moriarty, in memory of my 

mother Marian and my father Paul. 
 
Spiritual Life Fund 
Susan Brenner and Ed Kraus, in 

memory of Leatrice Brenner. "She 
loved feeding people." 

 
Tikkun Olam Fund 
Frances Payne Adler, in memory of 

my father, Samuel Payne. 
 

Havurah Endowment Fund 
Adela Basayne and Nick Iliinsky, in 

memory of Henry Sherman Ba-
sayne, beloved and remembered 
daily. 

 
General Donations 
Nikki and Yoshio Kurosaki, in honor 

of Rachel Shimshak's Bat Mitzvah. 
 
 
 
 

Tributes 

Havurah Shalom: Our 
mission is to provide a vi-
brant, diverse, participatory 
Jewish community steeped 
in spirituality, learning, and 
acts of social responsibility. 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/misheberach-requests
https://www.havurahshalom.org/calendar
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Every year at Passover I ask my-
self, where am I stuck? What is my 
narrow place, my Mitzrayim? This 
year, in regard to climate change, I 
have been pretty stuck in a dark 
sense of the inevitability of it all.  

Fortunately, thanks to Havurah 
and the Climate Action Team, some 
light is flickering in. During the 
month of April, HCAT will be host-
ing two enlightening, enlivening 
events to help dispel the darkness. 

During the week of Passover, 
April 11, 7 p.m, Havurah will be 
honored to host a night of “stand-up 
tragedy” celebrating the new book, 
"I Want a Better Catastrophe" by 
renowned climate activist, author, 
and humorist Andrew Boyd. Without 
making light of the climate situation, 
Boyd brings light to our climate cri-
sis. With interviews from some of 
the great climate activists and spir-

itual thinkers of our time, Boyd navi-
gates climate change with “grief, 
hope, and humor.” See the event 
listing in Hakol for further details. 
We hope to see you there! Our 
HCAT book group plans to discuss 
this book later this spring. Keep your 
eye on Hineinu for upcoming details. 

Furthering our hope, HCAT will 
be hosting a second event April 23, 
from 3-5 p.m. Electrify Everything! 
As our energy sources and grid de-
velop more rapidly into climate 
friendlier options away from fossil 
fuels, we can all learn how we can 
plug into this developing piece of 
the climate solution puzzle. Tabling 
and refreshments will be provided. 

For the legislative piece of the 

puzzle, members of HCAT met with 
legislators last month. We continue 
to submit testimony that helps devel-
op and strengthen laws to help pre-
vent the worst of climate change and 
create a more just transition. You 
can keep up with some of these bills 
by joining the Climate Solutions 
listserv, where we post opportunities 
to submit testimony. 

HCAT monthly meetings are open 
to all. Usually the fourth Monday of 
the month, 5:30 p.m. in Zoom room 
Gimel. Check the Havurah calendar 
for details. 

Pesach blessings to all! and to-
gether, may we move through the 
narrow place of hopelessness, into 
the light of community, possibility, 
and activism! 

 
For more information about 

HCAT, contact Harriet Cooke or 
Elianne Lieberman (on HCAT sab-
batical through mid-April). 

By Harriet Cooke 

Getting unstuck from climate despair at Pesach 

Havurah Climate  
Action Team 

Rabbi Heschel writes, “To do a 
mitzvah is to outdo oneself, to go 
beyond one’s own needs and to illu-
mine the world. But whence should 
come the fire to illumine the world? 
Time and again we discover how 
dim is the light within. There is not 
enough strength within our power to 
transcend ourselves...  But there is 
an ecstasy of deeds, luminous mo-
ments in which we are raised by 
overpowering deeds above our own 
(weary) will; moments filled with 
outgoing joy and intense delight!” 

Last year, as a community, we 
missed the mark. We fell far short of 
the needs of our community to have 
a place at a seder table. We were 

just beyond the worst of Covid, and 
that was enough for too many of us 
to not open our doors to the 
stranger, or even our Zoom rooms. 

I can’t tell you how much light 
has been provided at my seder tables 
over the years by welcoming of the 
stranger. It is a reciprocal light from 
my guests to my seder and together 
we create the light! When we open 
our hearts and our homes, the unex-
pected shows up, Elijah slips 
through our doors.  

 Please help us make up for last 

year, with more than enough places 
at our tables. And for those who 
have small homes, or do not yet feel 
comfortable offering an in-person 
opportunity, consider preparing a 
zoom seder and invite a guest or 
two. 

May this year be the year we 
break through the Mitzrayim of our 
reservations, and make some reser-
vations at our seders! Welcome the 
stranger AND members of our com-
munity. 

 
—Harriet Cooke and Tikkun Olam 
committee 
 
See the Havurah Shalom Passover 
web page for great resources from 
Tikkun Olam for our seders. 

By Harriet Cooke 

Making It Right in 5783: The Mitzvah of Matzah 

Tikkun Olam Cluster 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/pesach.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/pesach.html
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Passover Resources from the Tikkun Olam Cluster  
 
The Tikkun Olam committees have created and collected resources that you can use at your Passover se-
der. These and many other resources are available on the Havurah website under Holidays/Pesach. Here 
is a description of resources that are currently available. 
 
Passover Recipe Collection  
As part of this year’s Passover celebration, the Tikkun Olam cluster put out a call for Passover recipes—
and the Havurah community responded! We’ve collected old family favorites, new variations on an old 
theme, and other meaningful recipes for the season. Hopefully, these will enliven your seder meals for 
years to come. Download the recipe book here. 
 
Passover Songs  
Do you want to learn some new Passover music or have music resources you can use during your Seder? 
There are music resources available. Click here to hear many beautiful Passover songs from Cantor Barba-
ra Slader's CD. 
 
Seder Readings  
We have collected readings with a social justice theme to use at your seder. 
 
• The Modern Plagues of Climate Change (T’ruah) 
• The Four Questions for the Passover Seder: Ukraine and Israel/Palestine (Evolve) 
• Why is this Seder Night Different from All Other Nights? (by Havurah member Harriet Cooke) 
 
Reflections 
The Mitzvah of Matzoh (by Havurah member Harriet Cooke) 
 
For Kids  
Havurah member Adele Thompson created something just for kids: A Passover Message Only for Kids: 
What You Can Do This Passover. Show this resource to your kids (however you define that) and let 
them have fun with it. 
 
Hagaddot  
Reconstructing Judaism offers several Hagaddot, including A Night of Questions and the #Black Lives 
Matter Passover Supplement. 
 
Reconstructing Judaism offers many Passover ideas in this Virtual Passover Box. 
 
The committees of the Tikkun Olam Cluster include the Sanctuary Committee, the Poverty and Homeless-
ness Committee, the Climate Action Team, the Metropolitan Alliance for Common Good (MACG) Core 
Team, and the Racial Justice Committee. Please check the Tikkun Olam Cluster web page on our web-
site for more information about each committee and whom to contact for more information. All the com-
mittees welcome and encourage participation from the community. There are many ways to be involved 
and contribute to our work for social justice.  
 

We hope that you have a meaningful Passover this year. Chag Pesach Sameach! 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/pesach.html
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/PDF-Files/HavurahPassoverRecipeBook.pdf
https://www.havurahshalom.org/pesach-songs
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/TheModernPlaguesofClimateChange_T_ruah.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/FourQuestionsforthePassoverSeder_UkraineandIsrael_Palestine.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/2022T.O.Sederaddition-HarrietCooke.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/TheMitzvahofMatzah.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/PDF-Files/APassoverMessageOnlyforKids.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/PDF-Files/APassoverMessageOnlyforKids.pdf
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/haggadah
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/PDF-Files/JFREJ_BLM_Haggadah_STLKU_extended.pdf
https://images.shulcloud.com/946/uploads/PDF-Files/JFREJ_BLM_Haggadah_STLKU_extended.pdf
https://www.reconstructingjudaism.org/virtual-holiday-boxes/passover-box/
https://www.havurahshalom.org/tikkun-olam.html
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3-5 pm, Sunday, May 7 at Havurah Shalom — 
RSVP   

Havurah’s Poverty and Homeless Committee is host-
ing a program at Havurah featuring the nonprofit Out-
side the Frame. For the past seven years, Outside the 
Frame has trained over one hundred homeless and mar-
ginalized youth “to be directors of their own films and 
lives.” Their films have screened in various Portland ven-
ues. In 2018, they received the Best New Nonprofit in 
Portland award. Founder and executive director Nili Yo-
shi, originally from Tel Aviv, may be known to some of 

you as a former 
teacher in Havu-
rah High. For her 
work with Outside 
the Frame, Nili 
received Oregon 
Media Production Association’s Commitment to Good 
Award. She and a few of the youth who work with Out-
side the Frame will join us to discuss their projects. We 
hope to see you there Click here for more information 
about Outside the Frame.  

Join Outside the Frame at Havurah for film screening & talk 

Poverty and  
Homelessness Committee 

Reparations Class this 
Spring: An Opportunity to 
Learn, Discuss, and Act 
6:30-8:30 pm, Wednesdays, April 
26; May 10, 17, 24 — Havurah Sha-
lom, with hybrid option — RSVP 

After a very successful reparations 
class last fall, Havurah Shalom is 
organizing another class on repara-
tions this Spring!  

The 5-session class offers an op-
portunity to study and reflect on 
some of the writings of prominent 
thought leaders on the topic 
of reparations for Black Americans 
as a path to restorative justice. 

 Class materials will include arti-
cles and videos. The class size is lim-
ited to 12 people to allow for active 
participation, so be sure to RSVP 
soon.  

There will be both small and big-
ger group opportunities to learn 
from each other. Registration will 
close when we meet that number.  

The classes will be in-person to 
allow for deeper interaction with 
each other and the material, but ac-
commodations will be made for peo-
ple to attend virtually if needed.  

For more information, contact 
Kiel Moses. 

 
Movie Discussion: 13th by 
Ava Duvernay 
6:30 pm, Sunday, April 16 — Zoom 
Room Bet — RSVP 

Join members of the Racial Justice 
Committee for a discussion about 
the movie 13th. Please watch the 
movie in advance (available on Net-
flix and YouTube). RSVP for discus-
sion starter questions and other info 
& materials. 

13th is a 2016 American docu-
mentary film by director Ava Du-
Vernay. The film explores the inter-
section of race, justice, and mass 
incarceration in the United States; it 
is titled after the Thirteenth Amend-
ment, which abolished slavery 
throughout the United States and 
ended involuntary servitude except 
as a punishment for conviction of a 
crime. (Wikipedia) 

What Parents Need to Know: 13th 
is a powerful documentary that ad-
dresses racial issues confronting 
America in 2016. DuVernay's epic 

film is not for the faint of heart. Pro-
vocative and heartbreakingly real, 
this documentary is recommended 
for mature teens and up. Visit this 
site for details. 

 

Grappling at the  
Intersection of Race,  
Anti-Semitism and White  
Privilege as Jews 
6:30 pm, Mondays, April 10, 24; 
May 8, 22 — Havurah Shalom and 
Zoom Room Bet — RSVP 

Where do white-bodied Jews fit 
on the continuum between op-
pressed minority and privileged in 
our racialized society? Come join us 
in a facilitated discussion that will 
include fascinating, challenging 
readings and video clips. While there 
are no answers to the questions we 
ask, we will increase the depth of 
our knowledge and understanding 
along the way.  

We will meet four times over 
eight weeks with chevruta pairs 
meeting in the intervening weeks. 
For the purpose of creating a safe 
container for difficult work, we ask 
that participants commit to all four 
sessions. Led by Sue Danielson and 
Adela Basayne. 

Racial Justice Committee Events Heading Our Way 

Racial Justice Committee 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/ip-outside-the-frame-at-havurah.html
https://outsidetheframe.org/
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/reparations-class-this-spring-an-opportunity-to-learn-discuss-and-act.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/zm-movie-discussion-13th-by-ava-duvernay.html
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/13th
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/13th
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/grappling-with-white-bodied-privilege-as-jews.html
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On May 16, Multnomah County 
voters will vote on Measure 26-238. 
The ballot measure provides attor-
neys at no cost for anyone facing 
eviction in Multnomah County. The 
measure is funded by an adjustable 
0.75% capital gains tax that should 
only impact the wealthiest wealth 
holders in our community. It has 
been endorsed by Havurah’s Pov-
erty & Homeless Committee. 

This measure only seeks to level 
the playing field in terms of evic-
tions. Approximately 6% of tenants 
facing evictions in Multnomah 
County were represented by lawyers, 
while about 50% of landlords had 
lawyers to argue their cases. Evic-
tions in our county disproportionate-
ly impact and result in the forced 
displacement and homelessness of 
BIPOC tenants, tenants with chil-
dren, tenants who are survivors of 
domestic violence, seniors, and ten-
ants with disabilities. Attorneys can 
assist tenants with negotiating settle-
ment agreements, identify possible 
legal defects in termination notices, 
and develop defenses and counter-
claims for issues such as uninhabita-

ble conditions, unlawful rent increas-
es, discrimination, and retaliation. 

The funding mechanism in the 
measure, modestly increasing the 
capital gains tax, essentially targets 
the top 5% of wealth holders in 
Multnomah County who took home 
nearly 85% of all capital gains in-
come in 2020.  

There are various ways to support 
the Ballot Measure. You can go to 
eratenants.org for more infor-
mation:  
 
Canvass our community 
ERA will be hitting the pavement in 
Multnomah County to talk to voters 
about how Measure 26-238 will 
benefit our entire community. Sign 
up for an upcoming canvassing 
shift to show your support. 

 
Boost our social media 
Let your followers know you support 

ERA! Like and share our posts 
on Twitter, Facebook, 
and Instagram. 
 
Donate! 
If you’re low on time and social me-
dia followers, consider donating. 
Since we are a grassroots campaign, 
making a gift to the campaign is es-
sential to our success. Again erate-
nants.org has more information 
about making donations. 

  
Finally, several other faith com-

munities have endorsed the Meas-
ure. The Multnomah Friends Meet-
ing (Quakers) is hosting a workshop 
on Sunday, April 16, at 6:30 pm that 
we encourage people to attend. This 
will be held by Zoom. The link to 
the Zoom meeting will be sent out 
prior. 

 
Gloria Halper & Steve Rudman 
Co-Chairs, Havurah Poverty & 
Homeless Committee 
 
Steven Goldberg, Havurah mem-
ber 

 

No-Cost Eviction Help for Tenants on the Ballot 

Poverty and  
Homelessness Committee 

Havurah Shalom has been a part-
ner member of the Interfaith Alli-
ance on Poverty for several years 
through the Poverty and Homeless-
ness Committee of Tikkun Olam. 
The IAP works to understand the 
situations and policies that perpetu-
ate poverty from one generation to 
the next and to advocate for changes 
to help overcome obstacles that 
make rising out of poverty difficult. 

The IAP provides advocacy at 
both the local and state level 

through actions that include letter 
writing, making public comment and 
testimony, attending city meetings 
and legislative hearings and inform-
ing member congregations of our 
actions for their own advocacy. 

The IAP has a virtual meeting the 

first Thursday of the month. The 
agenda for these meetings is pub-
lished in Hineinu and includes the 
registration link. After pre-
registering you will receive a Zoom 
link to the event.  

Here is a link to the video of the 
March First Thursday event. It will 
give you a good idea of the kind of 
powerful and informative presenta-
tions that happen at these meetings. 
We hope to see you at a future 
meeting, or out volunteering! 

First Thursday Meetings Powerful and Informative 

Poverty and  
Homelessness Committee 

https://eratenants.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8903ee415dc0e954f0efc348e&id=98e7c454ef&e=b0841f7f0d
https://eratenants.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8903ee415dc0e954f0efc348e&id=98e7c454ef&e=b0841f7f0d
https://eratenants.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8903ee415dc0e954f0efc348e&id=98e7c454ef&e=b0841f7f0d
https://eratenants.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8903ee415dc0e954f0efc348e&id=624e32693b&e=b0841f7f0d
https://eratenants.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8903ee415dc0e954f0efc348e&id=a7125500fd&e=b0841f7f0d
https://eratenants.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8903ee415dc0e954f0efc348e&id=0b9fd36ad8&e=b0841f7f0d
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18a4PNgGKedGCIbA2tl5ZYT_cq5gpHLF1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18a4PNgGKedGCIbA2tl5ZYT_cq5gpHLF1/view
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Navigating Climate Change with Grief, Hope & 
Humor w/ author Andrew Boyd 

 
A night of stand-up tragedy celebrating the new book, "I Want a Better Catastrophe" 

by renowned climate activist and author Andrew Boyd 
 
When: Tuesday, April 11, 7 pm PDT 
 
Location: Havurah Shalom, 825 NW 18th Ave., Portland, OR 97209  
 

RSVP to attend in person |  RSVP to attend via Zoom 
 
Havurah Shalom is hosting this vital night of performance, reading and discussion around what has been 
called "the most realistic yet least depressing end-of-the-world-as-we-know-it guide out there" (Foreword 
Reviews):" I Want a Better Catastrophe" by Andrew Boyd. 
Doors open at 6:30, show at 7:00. Free and open to the public (use the links above to register for either in
-person attendance, or to join by Zoom). 
 
We will read some passages, laugh some dark laughs, sign some books, gnash some teeth, explore some 
of our possible futures via oversized flowcharts, not necessarily in that order. The evening will NOT be a 
boring book reading. It will be interactive, participatory, fun; it'll be a chance to come together and—aided 

(Continued on page 8) 

T IKKUN  O LAM  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/navigating-climate-change-with-grief-hope-humor-w-author-andrew-boyd-tickets-571120144727
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/i-want-a-better-catastrophe.html
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ELECTRIFY  
EVERYTHING! 

“Finally, there’s a map for  
personal climate action!” 

 
Join us for an informative afternoon  

with the directors of  
Electrify NOW and ElectrifyPDX 

 
3-5 pm, Sunday, April 23 — Havurah Shalom  

and Special Zoom Room — RSVP 
Portlanders of all income levels are making the 

transition to enjoy healthier indoor air quality, year-
round comfort, lower utility bills and carbon-free 
living.  Come to the ELECRIFY EVERYTHING 
event at Havurah Shalom and learn from local ex-
perts how and why to make your own electrification 
plan.  They’ll cover electric heat pumps for water 
and home heating (and cooling, too!), induction 
ranges, electric vehicles, rooftop and community 
solar, options for renters, and newly available feder-
al and local resources to help cover up-front costs. 

For more information, contact Michael Heumann. 

T IKKUN  O LAM  

Continued: Climate author seeks ‘Better Catastrophe’ 
by gallows humor and some unusual 
prompts—reflect on some of the big 
questions before us. 
 
Books may be ordered here. 
 
(Management not responsible for any 
side effects including existential dread, 
being galvanized into action, etc.) 

 
I Want a Better Catastrophe is an existen-
tial manual for tragic optimists, can-do 
pessimists, and compassionate doomers. 
With global warming projected to rocket 
past the 1.5°C limit, lifelong activist An-
drew Boyd is thrown into a crisis of 
hope, and off on a quest to learn how to 
live with the "impossible news" of our 
climate doom. 
 

He searches out eight leading climate 
thinkers—from activist Tim DeChristo-
pher to collapse-psychologist Jamey 
Hecht, grassroots strategist adrienne ma-
ree brown, eco-philosopher Joanna Ma-
cy, and Indigenous botanist Robin Wall 
Kimmerer—asking them:  
 
"Is it really the end of the world? and if 
so, what world and now what?" 
 
With gallows humor and a broken heart, 
Boyd steers readers through their climate 
angst as he walks his own.  
 
From storm-battered coastlines to pipe-
line blockades and "hopelessness work-
shops,” he maps out our existential op-
tions, and tackles some familiar dilem-
mas:  

"Should I bring kids into such a world?"  
 
"Can I lose hope when others can't af-
ford to?" 
 
"Why the fuck am I recycling?" 
 
He finds answers that will surprise, in-
spire, and maybe even make you laugh. 
Drawing on wisdom traditions Eastern, 
Western, and Indigenous, Boyd crafts an 
insightful and irreverent guide for achiev-
ing a "better catastrophe." 

Havurah Climate  
Action Team 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/hyb-electrify-pdx-reducing-our-carbon-footprint-through-electrification--opportunities-to-take-action.html
https://newsociety.com/books/i/i-want-a-better-catastrophe?_ga=2.231051295.1616293986.1676480116-2092665678.1676480116&sitedomain=us
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T IKKUN  O LAM/K EHILLAH  

On International Women’s Day, Havurah Poverty and Homelessness Committee volunteers served over 100 meals at Rose Haven, and every-
one got a rose. Rose Haven, on the corner of Northwest Glisan St. and 18th Ave., a few blocks down from Havurah Shalom, is a day shelter 
for women, kids and marginalized genders experiencing homelessness and poverty. More volunteers are always welcome! Contact Marcia 
Suttenberg. 

We're gathering in person to welcome Shabbat. All are welcome!  
These monthly celebrations will be held on the second Friday, from Octo-
ber through June. A light, pre-service oneg will be followed by a spirited, 
all-ages service led by Rabbi Benjamin and Havurah musicians, with din-
ner afterward for those who wish to stay. 
 
6 pm Light Snack      
6:30 Service (Join us remotely in Zoom Room Aleph)       
7:30 Dinner 
 
RSVP for dinner. Please consider a suggested donation of $15 for the 
meal, in recognition that the actual cost for food and preparation is $30. 
Thank you. RSVPs are not needed for the service or snack! 
 
Volunteers for set-up and clean-up are needed! Sign up here or con-
tact Marni Glick or Sally Hersh for more information. 

Kabbalat Shabbat Celebration 
Second Fridays of the month, through May 

RSVP for 
April 14 Dinner 

havurahshalom.org/event/hyb-kabbalat-shabbat-celebration2.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4dafac2aaaf85-414#/
havurahshalom.org/event/hyb-kabbalat-shabbat-celebration2.html
havurahshalom.org/event/hyb-kabbalat-shabbat-celebration2.html
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Drawing on a wealth of untapped 
archival materials and the reports of 
generations of family mem-
bers―mayors, judges, scholars, dip-
lomats, and journalists―The Hun-
dred Years' War on Palestine upends 
accepted interpretations of the con-
flict, which tend, at best, to describe 
a tragic clash between two peoples 
with claims to the same territory.  

Khalidi traces a hundred years of 
colonial war on the Palestinians, 
waged first by the Zionist movement 
and then Israel, but backed by Brit-
ain and the United States, the great 
powers of the age. 

He highlights the key episodes in 
this colonial campaign, from the 
1917 Balfour Declaration to the de-
struction of Palestine in 1948, from 
Israel’s 1982 invasion of Lebanon to 
the endless and futile peace process.  

Khaladi does not create a chroni-
cle of victimization, nor does he 

whitewash the mistakes of Palestini-
an leaders or deny the emergence of 
national movements on both sides. 
In reevaluating the forces arrayed 
against the Palestinians, Khaladi of-
fers an illuminating new view of this 
conflict. Discussion led by Stacy 

Hankin. Nonmembers welcome. 
RSVP for Zoom info. 

Discuss past & present with Book Club 

 
The Hundred Years’  
War on Palestine  

 
by Rashid Khalidi 

 
Nonfiction, 336 pages 

 
Tuesday, April 25, 7 pm 

Zoom Room Bet 

April Book 
Led by Stacy Hankin 

L IMUD  

An Afternoon with  
David Fuks: Short  
Stories from a Child of 
Holocaust Survivors 

 
Co-sponsored by Havurah Shalom 
and Next Generations Group 
 
2-3:30, Sunday, April 30, PST — In 
Person and Zoom Room Bet — 
RSVP 
 

An afternoon of readings of short 
stories by author, playwright and 
Havurah member David Fuks.  Da-

vid, a child 
of Holo-
caust survi-
vors, has 
said, “Those 
of us who 
were raised 
in families 
of Holo-
caust survi-
vors have 
learned that each individual survivor 
was unique in both their experience 
during World War II and in their 
struggle to make a new life in a 
world that could never fully compre-
hend who they were and what they 

saw.  
“We, their children, have labored 

to try to understand our parents’ his-
tory while also seeking our own path 
in contemporary society.” 

Next Generations Group, founded 
in 2011, is dedicated to serving Port-
land, Oregon-area descendants of 
Holocaust survivors, child survivors, 
and refugees, and friends in the 
community who want to help keep 
their stories and lessons alive and 
relevant. The group meets for social, 
educational, and service projects. 

 
More information at nextgenera-

tionsgroup.wordpress.com 

David Fuks to Bring Storytelling, Reflection April 30 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/an-afternoon-with-david-fuks-short-stories-from-a-child-of-holocaust-survivors.html
https://nextgenerationsgroup.wordpress.com/
https://nextgenerationsgroup.wordpress.com/
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Many people have asked how 
they can learn more and/or get more 
engaged with Israel/Palestine issues. 
We are dividing this into three main 
categories: News sources, opinion 
leaders, and action organizations. 
These categories overlap because 
many activist organizations also pro-
vide news. We know that some 
sources of information and news are 
more reliable and “objective” than 
others.  

The Israel/Palestine situation is 
constantly changing, resulting in 
what some are calling a firehose of 
news. It’s difficult even for those of 
us who are quite engaged to keep 
up! Not only is there a lot of news, 
but there are many sources.  

Our first effort to keep Havurah 
members informed is putting short 
news summaries into Hineinu. We 
aim to be as objective as possible 
with a minimum of opinion or analy-
sis. We only provide links to free 
sources, with no paywall, which cre-
ates some limitations. At this point 
we are providing weekly posts, fo-
cusing on only a few issues each 
week. This may vary depending on 

circumstances. Please let us know if 
you are finding these helpful.  

In Hakol, starting next month, we 
will provide links to more in-depth 
discussions of the issues. Here is 
where we will include analysis and 
opinion. This will give us the oppor-
tunity to share links to items that 
examine some of the underlying and 
long-term contexts for current 
events. We will strive to provide a 
variety of perspectives on a complex 
situation.  

On the Committee’s Website 
Portal we plan to list news sources, 
opinion leaders, and organizations 
that are actively involved with Israel/
Palestine issues. Using the portal for 
the source lists gives us the flexibil-
ity to add, correct, and subtract 
sources and to provide adequate an-
notation. The news sources will in-
clude the free ones that we currently 
link to in Hineinu and will also in-
clude ones that require a subscrip-
tion. Opinion leaders will include 

people who produce regular analysis 
and/or opinion outside of standard 
news media. The organizations will 
include US-based; Israel/Palestine 
based with or without US presence; 
political organizations; policy and 
research institutes; advocacy groups; 
videos of webinars; etc. As always, 
we will work to provide a range of 
perspectives. We will let you 
know—through Hineinu and/or 
Hakol—when the information is 
available. The lists will become a 
living document to which we can 
add, subtract, change, etc.  

The Israel/Palestine Committee 
membership distribution list is not 
only used to notify people about 
Committee meetings, but is also 
used to share information about Is-
rael/Palestine—such as notices that 
come to Havurah from the Progres-
sive Israel Network and Reconstruct-
ing Judaism. Let Elinor know if you 
would like to join the list.  

Please send any suggestions and 
feedback to Elinor Gollay or Lee 
Gordon: corrections, news items, 
issues that you’d like to learn more 
about, news sources, organizations 
that you think would be of interest 
to other Havurah members.  

By Elinor Gollay 

Presenting Many Ways to Learn About Israel/Palestine 

Israel/Palestine  
Committee 

L IMUD  

Enrollment in Havurah Shalom’s 
Shabbat School for 2023-24 will be 
under way soon. We are currently 
planning for next year’s Shabbat 
School, our cooperative Jewish edu-
cation program for children and 
families. If you or somebody you 

know has a child entering grades K-
6 in the autumn of 2023-24 and are 
considering participation in Shabbat 
School, please note that May 1 is 
the enrollment deadline for Shab-

bat School, with families being 
members of Havurah Shalom by 
April 23. Please read all about Shab-
bat School on the Havurah Shalom 
website for more information about 
the community.  

After that, contact Deborah Eisen-
bach-Budner, Education Director, or 
Carrie Kirschner, Madricha; Youth 
Education and B’nei Mitzvah Pro-
gram Coordinator. 

Shabbat School Enrollment Has Begun; Deadline May 1 

Shabbat School 

By Carrie Kirschner 
Madricha; Youth Education and 
B’nei Mitzvah Program  
Coordinator  

https://sites.google.com/view/iphavurahshalompdx/
https://sites.google.com/view/iphavurahshalompdx/
https://www.havurahshalom.org/shabbat-school-grades-k-6.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/shabbat-school-grades-k-6.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/shabbat-school-grades-k-6.html
mailto:deborah@havurahshalom.org
mailto:deborah@havurahshalom.org
mailto:carrie@havurahshalom.org
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L I

Oyysh!  Everything will be okay (b’seder | בסדר) even though at 
this very minute, two days before Pesach, I don’t feel very orga-
nized (m’suderet | מסודרת)!!!! A few months ago, we couldn’t 
find many words connected to the root for tree )עצ( but this 

month’s word, seder )סדר( or “order” finds many, many words that spring from the root samech, dalet, 
resh.  

 
In a few days, we will be sitting together at our seder, following the order of our ancient ritual, making 

meaning and celebrating freedom and new beginnings. If we have challenging family dynamics, we might 
struggle to “get along” (meestader | מסתדר) or we might even (G!D forbid) feel like we’ve been 
“screwed” (sidru o’tanu | סידרו אותנו). 

 
Before the seder concludes, we might walk down the hallway (misdarone | מסדרון) to open our door 

for Elijah. After everyone has gone home, we might watch a series (seedra | סידרה) that we particularly 
enjoy on TV and perhaps end our night by reading the Shema from a prayerbook (siddur | סידור). 

 
Everything will be okay (HaKol yihiye b’seder | בסדר). Enjoy this fun video  (24 million views!) by a 
young Israeli group. The only words you need to listen for are “HaKol Yihiye B’seder!”   

 
And more seriously, may you pause to make meaningful seder (order) in your life this Pesach. 

 
Chag Sameach,  
Racheli and Jana 

By Racheli Ross  
and Jana Hopfinger 

 Order (Seder)  ר-ד-ס  

https://youtu.be/PQp2a_yunmM
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A VODAH  

The High Holidays Planning Team 
is pleased to let you know that we 
will be working in a new (old!) way 
to organize our next High Holidays 
cycle. We are inviting more people 
into the production of this large en-
deavor so that the work can be dis-
tributed more evenly among the 
members of a larger team.  

It has become clear that the small 
team model we relied on during the 
pandemic is not sustainable. So we 
are returning in full force with a Ha-
vurah-style barn-raising approach. 

Our next High Holidays effort will 
have the energy, creativity and broad 
community participation we are 
known for.  

So if you are an organized self-
starter with a taste for big, impactful 
projects that draw our entire congre-
gation together, we warmly wel-

come you to join us. Our many 
hands will make light work.  

One example of a role we need to 
fill is a leader of programming for 
families with young children. In ad-
dition, there are many other ways to 
contribute. Whatever your interest or 
expertise, please email Sacha Reich 
to step up. (Even if you volunteered 
to join our planning team earlier, 
please email Sacha; some names 
were lost during the survey compila-
tion.)  

Thank you. 

High Holidays: A New (Old) Way of Working 

High Holidays Planning 
Committee 

Kiddush wine awaits at the March 10 Kabbalat Shabbat service, led by Rabbi Benjamin. 
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MAKOM  

With Havurahniks increasingly 
returning to our synagogue for ser-
vices, Shabbat School, meetings and 
holiday celebrations, a not uncom-
mon utterance heard as people enter 
the building is, “The courtyard looks 
so nice.” And it’s true!  

This has not happened by acci-
dent. 

In January, Trash for Peace was 
contracted to provide cleaning ser-
vices three times per week. Their 
presence goes beyond making our 
space look nice. Employing the local 
community through Ground Score 
Association, some of whom are 
housing insecure, T4P also engages 
with houseless visitors to reinforce 
courtyard rules now posted on the 
east-facing wall. Other reasons for 
the improvement include winter 
weather and heavy rains that made 
the courtyard less hospitable, and so 
many more Havurahniks entering 
and exiting the building. 

The courtyard is often serene, ei-
ther empty or with a visitor or two 
sitting quietly recharging a phone.  
Havurahniks who communicate with 
neighborhood visitors sometimes 
hear visitors express appreciation for 
the space and describe personal ef-
forts to clean up and communicate 
that priority to other visitors. Some 
of this was happening before T4P, 
but it seems to be happening more 
often.   

The Courtyard Task Force, and 
Joel Bettridge and Rachel Pollak in 
particular, have been instrumental to 
these changes. CTF restarted meet-
ings last Spring amidst a disturbing 
increase in garbage, discarded drug-
use paraphernalia, visitors sometimes 

in drug-induced slumber near the 
building and the occasional tent 
popping up, among the issues. 

Difficult discussions among the 
CTF to address these issues noted, 
fairly, that Havurah has been experi-
encing problems seen all over Port-
land and around the U.S. Were these 
issues beyond our control? Should 
our open courtyard be accessible to 
anyone at any time, like public spac-
es often are? What are the benefits 
of a gate? The disadvantages? How 
can we ensure the most limited im-
pact on staff of enforcing courtyard 
rules or managing a possible gate? 
Perhaps most important of all, how 
do our values impact decisions we 
make to ensure safety and compas-
sion for our community, including 
houseless visitors?   

Courtyard Task Force members 
seem closer to common language 

around issues we have struggled to 
discuss. We have heard from experts 
like Barbra Weber, Ground Score Co
-Founder, who provided uplifting 
insight on how the houseless com-
munity functions, and Jessica Ander-
son of the Secure Community Net-
work who recently conducted a se-
curity risk assessment of our build-
ing and outside spaces as part of 
Havurah's application for a second 
DHS grant.  

Despite the positive develop-
ments, this is still a fluid situation.  
We still see evidence, sometimes, of 
hard drug use in the space.  Better 
weather, the forced movement of 
houseless people from other parts of 
the city and the insidious drug mar-
ket for fentanyl and meth could 
change the courtyard dynamic quick-
ly. 

My intent in writing here is to 
share good news about the courtyard 
and present a realistic take on issues 
our community needs to discuss.  If 
you have questions, comments or 
concerns about anything you have 
read here, share them with me!  

Jim from Trash for Peace uses his cool bike to make the Courtyard look great on a Saturday 
morning.  

By David Kertzner 
Vice-President 

Our Courtyard: Moving In a Good Direction 

Courtyard Task Force 
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We thank you for the warm re-
ception on our return to print last 
month. At this time we feel we 
should clarify our purpose. We hope 
you see that we want to offer useful 
information and advice as well as 
entertainment, and expect you will 
hold us to this.  

The information often focuses on 
aspects of our environmental con-
duct at Havurah. We have been sur-
prised to realize the advice seems to 
embody the awkwardly written ob-
servation in a widely used midcentu-
ry haggadah, that every generation 
discovers a previously unrecognized 

injustice. In the case of the kvetch, it 
may seem she is never satisfied, al-
ways trying to ignore the good in 
search of the perfect.  

We recognize it's the small things 
that tend to catch our eye. The cur-
rent example is deposit-bearing bot-
tles and cans. After events they are 
often put out for recycling, a big 
improvement over throwing them in 
the trash. But the extra steps you 
probably take at home to redeem the 
deposits haven't seemed as feasible 
to most of us at Havurah.  

Fortunately, we will have a fairly 
simple collection system in place 
soon. The Common Good project 
(Jenn Louis' nonprofit) is opening a 
Bottle Drop account. We will have 

labeled blue plastic bags available to 
store these beverage containers. 
Then the kvetch (or another willing 
person) can take full bags to a Bottle 
Drop station for credit to Common 
Good.  

As this is new to us, there will 
surely be some problems; your sug-
gestions will be helpful. Anticipating 
one issue, please empty partial cans 
into a sink or other receptacle before 
throwing them in the bag.  

No one has to participate of 
course. If you save deposits for a 
different cause or simply want to get 
your own deposit money back, 
please go ahead.  

Thank you for your support. We 
will let you know how this one goes. 

Come Canning with the Kitchen Kvetch  
By Adele Thompson 
Kitchen Kvetch 

MAKOM  

L IMUD  

Finding Your Way In to Spiritual Practice, Prayer, 
Torah, and Your Own Theology 
7 pm, Monday, April 10, 17, 24 — Havurah Shalom 
and Zoom — RSVP 

Struggling with prayer, Torah, Jewish ritual practices 
and the notion of God? Looking for a way in, for 
meaning, to a spiritual place in Jewish prayer and ritual 
practice? Come share your struggle, work on your own 
theology and consider a few possible routes in. Sam 
Sirkin will facilitate, share how he attempts this and 
engage the group with others who have struggled, like 
Abraham Joshua Heschel, Arthur Greene and Carl Sa-
gan.  
 
Knitting Kippot Class 
10 am, Sundays, April 16, 23, 30 — Havurah Shalom 
— RSVP 

Learn to make a kippah! This class is for knitters 
who have intermediate knitting skills and a desire to get 
to know other knitters in the community. Please bring a 

short size 2 circular needle, size 2 double-pointed nee-
dles, and numerous stitch markers. Yarn and pattern 
will be provided, along with instruction regarding three 
skills: 1) double-pointed cast on and increase, 2) dia-
mond lace motif, 3) i-cord bind off. Led by Marsha 
Green. 

 
Conversational Hebrew Through Song 
7 pm, Thursdays, April 20, 27; May 4, 11, 18 — Havu-
rah Shalom — RSVP 

Join us in learning beginner-level Hebrew through 
children’s and other simple songs. In class, we will 
practice the new vocabulary in games and conversa-
tions, and at home you’ll listen to a premade playlist to 
help you learn the words while singing along. Require-
ments: Must know how to read Hebrew; there will be 
no transliteration. A vocabulary of about 50-100 words. 
Some familiarity with present tense verbs, colors, greet-
ings, etc. 

Led by Racheli Ross. 

Adult Ed Continues Through LLC Classes 

https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/finding-your-way-into-jewish-ritual--spiritual-practice-prayer-torah-and-your-own-theology.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/ip-knitting-kippot-class.html
https://www.havurahshalom.org/event/conversational-hebrew-through-song.html
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K EHILLAH  
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Gratitude to Havurahniks 

H ADRACHA  

With each passing day, spring 
seems to be tantalizingly closer. 
Colors are returning as flowers and 
blossoms open. Portland’s last frost 
day averages around March 28. 
While some may remember last 
year’s inch of snow on April 11th, 
longer days of increasing sunlight 
feed cautious optimism. 

When appreciating the coming 
of spring, take some time to con-
sider those who light up your life. 
Take a moment to say “thank you” 
to those who enrich your life and 
make your world a brighter place. 

In that same light, let’s 
acknowledge Havurah’s volunteers 
and their generosity. Their numbers 
are greater than may be thanked 
individually in this writing. Here are 
some examples of the contributions 
from Havurah members for which 
to be grateful: 

Appreciation for Marni Glick and Sally Hirsch’s or-
ganizing the monthly Kabbalat Shabbat. 

Thank you to Rachel Pollak for her persistence in de-
tecting the nature of Havurah plumbing issue and identi-
fying the technical solution. 

Gratefulness for Shelly Sobel and Debbi Nadell’s ex-
pert leadership in planning and implementing a very suc-
cessful Havurah Leadership Retreat in February. Thank 
you as well to Eve Berry, Adela Basayne, Miryam Brew-
er, Amanda Coffey and Rabbi Benjamin for contributing 
in many ways to the retreat’s success. 

Appreciation for Katherine McDowell, David Dropkin, 
Oren Kosansky and Adela Basayne for the many and 
varied contributions in drafting more specific community 
safety protocols for Havurah. 

Gesher shares gratitude for the Cluster Leads (Bob 
Brown, Cindy Merrill, Joel Bettridge, Karen Ballard and 
Michelle Bobowick) stepping forward to discuss the cur-
rent Holiday Planning schedule, and in seeking input/

support from Gesher. 
Thank you to the Welcoming 
Committee for their work on or-
ganizing new membership badges 
(watch for more detailed infor-
mation in Hineinu and Hakol!) 
Appreciation for the teen painters 
who participated in the Havurah 
Annex painting event: Ari Strom, 
Logan Mafchir-Werth, Quinn 
Mafchir-Werth, Sam Waxman, 
Ben Bettridge, and Evana Linde-
mann. 
Gratitude to Anna Mafchir, Andy 
Waxman and Tamara Lindemann 
for all of their contributed time 
and energy to the Teen Engage-
ment Committee. 
Thank you to Bob Brown, Kathy 
Gordon, Julia Lager-Mesulam, 
Susan Rosenthall, and Kiel Moses 
for always showing up for Racial 
Justice Committee meetings, com-
ing fully prepared to do the work, 

and always remaining open to robust and fulfilling con-
versations to continue learning and exploring how the 
RJC can best fulfill its mission. 

Appreciation for David Dropkin volunteering to serve 
as the Spiritual Life liaison to the High Holidays Extend-
ed Planning Team, and for Sarah Shine volunteering to 
serve as the B'nai Mitzvah liaison. 

Gratefulness for Harriet Cooke for stepping up as Ha-
vurah’s new liaison to Reconstructing Judaism, as well 
as a thank you to  Jackie Zapp Albin for serving previ-
ously as the RJ liaison. 

A special thank you to those not specifically men-
tioned for their contributions of time and energy to Ha-
vurah. Havurah thrives because of the nurturing of our 
volunteers through their many and various acts of tzed-
akah.  

If there are any appreciations you think should be 
mentioned, please contact Ben Walters (email in the 
member directory–please put “Gratitude” in the subject 
line.) 

Steering Committee 

By Ben Walters 


