
Tikkun Olam Cluster: Poverty & Homelessness Committee 

Winter 2021 Activities 

• The Zoom meeting on Feb. 21 at 4:00 pm will be the first in a series of discussions 
around poverty in Portland. Committee member Jenn Louis will answer questions and 
give practical advice from her experience helping members of homeless camps. 

• We continue Havurah’s long-term commitment to Portland Homeless Family Solutions 
(PHFS). Although covid-19 prevents us from sharing meals at the shelter, we still 
supply one dinner a month. Many of our PHFS volunteers supply other meals on their 
own time, and work in the shelter’s garden, doing odd jobs as allowed.  

• We support Lift UP, which runs Preston’s Food Pantry and provides monthly food 
boxes to low-income residents unable to get to the pantry. Once the pandemic is behind 
us, we return to delivering food boxes to the nearby Vibrant! Apartments, as part of Lift 
UP, and we plan to expand a program to help children and their families who live there.  

• We also support a new program run by Jenn Louis, who is feeding folks at several 
homeless camps.  

• We are involved in advocacy around poverty and its causes through our membership 
with the Interfaith Alliance on Poverty. The Alliance meets (now on Zoom) at noon on 
the first Thursday of the month. These meetings and the monthly newsletter are jam 
packed with important information. Links to the Alliance meeting and newsletter are 
often found in Hineinu.  

• Philanthropy is also key. Each year, in preparation for the congregational budget 
meeting, our committee decides on the level of monetary support for each of the 
organizations we work with. The monetary support comes from both the general 
Havurah budget, as well as the Tikkun Olam Fund which is comprised of tributes made 
to that fund. 

 
 
 


