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VAYISHLACH 5780 
 
Retribution for the impingement of Israel’s pure morality  

 

In this week’s Sedra, Dina is captured and violated by the Prince Shechem and 
according to some commentators including Ramban, even by Chamor his father.  

 

When Yaacov was informed about the defilement of the daughter, he was“silent”. 
When Chamor arrives to negotiate a diplomatic peace process with Yaacov, he still 
remains silent. Rav Hirsch explains that this silence shows that already beforehand he 
knew only too well how hopeless any appeal to justice or human rights would be. 
Yaacov knew that there was no diplomatic solution. He realised that only action could 
be taken to save Dina. This resort to force would be a matter for younger hands as he 
was 97 at the time.  

 

Therefore, by implication, Yaacov agreed to the actions of the brothers to kill the 
people of Shechem to save Dina. However, Ramban asks a seemingly obvious question: 
Why was Yaacov angry with Shimon and Levi for killing the people of Shechem if he 
knew it was going to happen?  
Ramban answers: Yes, Yaacov agreed to the plan. Yaacov thought that the people 
would refuse to be circumcised. Even if they would listen to their prince and they would 
all be circumcised, they would come on the third day when they were hurting and they 
would rescue Dina from the house of Shechem. Maybe they would even go so far to kill 
Shechem and Chamor since they both abused Dina. This was agreed on. However, 
Shimon and Levi wanted to take revenge upon the entire city and they were outvoted 
by Yaacov and the rest of the brothers. Thus, they took matters into their own hands 
and killed all the men of the city. It is plausible that Yaakov's anger that cursed them 
was because they killed innocent men who were just being punished for the actions 
powerful overlords. 
Ramban asks: How could Shimon and Levi have spilt innocent blood like this?  

 

Rav Hirsch answers. Israel was a weak and defenceless family. They relied on their 
moral principles and spiritual nobility to command respect from the surrounding 
nations. When this was disgraced because Dina was a Jew-girl, the brothers were 
outraged. Shechem would never have done this to one of his own citizens nor another 
country. [Maybe this is the first incidence of antisemitism.] It aroused a fear in the 
brothers that was not originally present. Before this episode, they had no fear of being 
attacked. They were a holy family metaphorically situated above the immorality and 

lowly standards of other nations. Now that their rights had been infringed upon, and 
the surrounding ‘friendly’ nations had not responded in their defence, they realised the 
truth. They were in fact no longer valued and respected as they had been in the times 
of Avraham. Yes, their actions were extreme, but in their minds, Shimon and Levi 
concluded that in all cases: Antisemitism is unjustified. This Prince would never have 
allowed himself to act as he did were it not a foreign, friendless, forsaken Jew-girl. 
Simon and Levi thought that the sword must be grasped to protect the purity and 
honour of the Jewish women and to be feared in a situation were another nation would 
consider doing anything similar. The daughters of Jacob should never be considered at 
anyone’s disposal.  
Despite this seemingly noble viewpoint, Yaacov rebuked them for killing the innocent, 
pillaging the town and creating a potential political situation where the surrounding 
nations would find an excuse to annihilate the jewish people. Even on his deathbed, 
Jacob was critical of their extensive and expansive passion for justice without 
considering potential consequences. This is why the political and military future of 
Israel was given to Judah and they were passed over for leadership.  
Nevertheless, on his deathbed, Yaacov blesses Shimon and Levi that their lust for the 
recognition of Israel’s worth and lofty destiny should be integrated into every sphere 
and thought process of jewish life. This purpose ultimately leading to a life-giving and 
sustaining effect of saving their jewish brethren from degradation in spirituality for all 
time.   

 

To conclude, it is clear that Shimon and Levi are critiqued for punishing the innocent. 
However, according to Rav Hirsch, Shimon and Levi’s motives were holy and justified. 
Their desire to maintain Israel’s spiritual standing and reputation is a message that was 
vital for teaching the Jews in exile whilst wandering amongst the nations of the world to 
remain steadfast in spiritual principle. It is clear in verse that Chamor’s intention was 
that Israel be swallowed up and dissolved by their integration into Chamor’s society: 
“We will take their daughters to ourselves as wives” & “Their cattle and substance and 
all their beasts will be ours”. Shimon and Levi sought to avoid this scenario and to 
stabilise Israel’s moral superiority.  
Rav Hirsch concludes this piece: It is because of the fact that we are the most obstinate 
and unyielding of nations did Hashem choose to forge specifically our nation into a 
tough, lasting steel and to choose us to be his role models to demonstrate to the world 
the wonder of G-d’s might and rule and the power of his Torah.  
May we have the strength of character and confidence in our Emunah to uphold our 
morality and to avoid foreign influence and integration by less spiritual cultures.  
 


