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Shavuot 5780

The Mishnah Brurah (O.C. 494:12), explains the minhag
of eating dairy foods on Shavuot as being derived from
the use of pots which had been used for non-kosher food
within the 24 hour period prior to Matan Torah.   The
pots were ben yomo and therefore couldn't be used for
cooking  after  receiving  the  laws  of  kashrut.   Had they
been cooking treif?   Hadn’t they been eating mann?

In Shemos (16:8) we are told that they were to receive
meat at night:ר ֶלֱאֹכל ְוֶלֶחם ָׂש< ֶעֶרב ָּב< ֶכם ָּב< ַוֹּיֹאֶמר ֹמֶֶׁשה ְָּבֵתת ה ל<
And Moses said when Hashem gives you in“ - ַָּבָֹּבֶקר ִלְָׂשָֹּבַע
the  evening  meat  to  eat  and  bread  in  the  morning.
(‘Bread’ refers to the mann).   They received the meat in
the  form  of  quail ס:(16:13-14)  ַוְּתַכ֖ ו  ַהְּׂשל<֔ ַעל  ַוַּת֣ ֶרב  ֶע֔ ב< י  ַוְיִה֣
ה ֲחֶנֽ יב ַלַּמֽ ִב֖ ת ַהּטל ס< ֙ה ִֶׁשְכַב֣ ְית< ֽ ֶקר ה< ֲחֶנ֑ה ּוַבָֹּב֗  ֶאת־ַהַּמֽ
“It came to pass in the evening that the quails went up
and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a
layer  of  dew  around  the  camp” ה   ְוִהֵּנ֞ ל  ֑ ַהּט< ת  ִֶׁשְכַב֣ ַעל  ַוַּת֖
ֶרץ ֽ א< ַעל־ה< ר  ַּכְּכֹפ֖ ק  ַּד֥ ס  ְמֻחְסּפ<֔ ק  ַּד֣ ֙ר  ַהִּמְדָּב< י  The layer“ ַעל־ְּפֵנ֤  of
dew went up, and behold, on the surface of the desert, a
fine, bare [substance] as fine as frost on the ground” 

Quail  meat  requires  shechita  but נבילה  נכרי  שחיטת 
slaughter  of  an  animal  by  a  gentile  is  a  neveila  (treif)
(Chulin 13a).

 In the laws of converts in Yevamos 46a-bאמר ר' חייא בר
אבא אמר ר' יוחנן לעולם אין גר עד שימול ויטבול וכיון דלא טביל
a person isn't a convert until he is circumcised“ - נכרי הוא
and ritually  immerses”.     In  Bereishis  (17:12)  we and
future generations are commanded to circumcise.   We
know that the Bnei  Yisrael  underwent ritual  immersion
because we are told that just before accepting the Torah,
Moshe took the blood and threw it on the people; and
we have a tradition that there is  no sprinkling without
ritual immersion.

So it  is  apparent that before matan Torah, Bnei Yisrael
were not halachicly Jewish until they immersed, and their
slaughtered animals (quail) were treif which they cooked
in their pots.  Hence they waited 24 hours and ate milk in
the interim.                                                                                                           


