
 
Written by:  Charles Pascoe    Editor: David Michaels 

Chaye Sara  5780 – A Bride For Yitzhak 
 
A curious aspect of this week’s Sedra is that the story of the search for a wife for Yitzhak 
is so protracted.  
 
The Midrash Rabbah (Bereishis 60:8) comments in this regard that the amount of text 
dedicated is disproportionate compared to other narratives in the Torah - its explanation 
for this being as follows: 
 
And he gave straw and feed for the camels (Bereishis 24:32). Rabbi Aha said: "The mere 
conversation of the slaves of the Avos' household is more important than the laws 
[Torah] of the (Avos') descendants. This chapter……… covers two or three columns, and 
[his conversation] is not only recorded but repeated. Whereas [the uncleanness of] a 
reptile is an integral part of the Torah, and yet it is only from an extending particle in 
Scripture that we learn that its blood defiles as its flesh."  
 
That is, it could be justifiably postulated prima facie that the purpose of the Torah is to 
teach halachah, and not to tell (and certainly not to duplicate) stories. Therefore the 
Midrash is indicating that the amount of text covering a particular topic is indicative of its 
relative importance. 
 
Not an Easy Story to Understand 
 
The story of the “servant of Avraham” is perplexing. Despite the narrative being long, 
certain important details are missing – crucially, the name of the "servant" is not 
mentioned anywhere in the text. 
 
And Avraham said to his servant, the elder of his household who controls all that is his: 
“Place now your hand under my thigh. And I will have you swear by Hashem, the G-d of 
heaven, and the G-d of the earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the 
daughters of the Canaanites among whom I dwell. Rather, to my land, and to my family, 
shall you go and take a wife for my son for Yitzhak." (Bereishis 24:2-4) 
 
The Midrash teaches us that “the servant” mentioned in the above text is Eliezer; 
however, mystifyingly, he is mentioned by name in an earlier chapter:  
 
And Avram said, "My Lord G-d, what can you give me, seeing that I go childless, and the 
steward of my house is the Damascene Eliezer of Damascus?" Then Avram said, “See, 
to me you have given no offspring; and, my steward inherits me…” Suddenly, the word of 
Hashem came to him, saying: "That one will not inherit you. Only him that shall come 
forth from within you shall inherit you." (Bereishis 15:2-3) 
 
It therefore seems peculiar that he is not identified by name in chapter 24, where he has 
the primary role. 

 
One of the principal explanations given for this is that Eliezer viewed himself as a 
dedicated servant of his master Avraham, and he was aware that the part he was playing 
was in reality ancillary. In his mind, he was therefore not "Eliezer", but he was the 
"Servant of Abraham". 
 
Servant or Man? 
 
One apparent conundrum with this approach is that the appellation "servant" (eved) is not 
consistently used in the text (in Bereishis 24). A few (of many) examples from the 
narrative will prove the point: 
 
10. Then the servant took ten……….. of his master's camels... 
22. When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a golden nose ring… 
26. So the man bowed low, and prostrated himself to Hashem.  
29. Rivka had a brother whose name was Lavan; and Lavan ran to the man….  
32. So the man came into the house, and unmuzzled the camels….. 
34. Then he said, "a servant of Avraham am I..." 
53. The servant brought out objects of silver and gold……………. 
59. So they escorted Rivka their sister, and her nurse, as well as Avraham's servant.... 
65. And she said to the servant, "Who is that man walking in the field towards us?" And 
the servant said, "He is my master." She then took a veil, and covered herself. 
 
Depending upon perspective and the task being fulfilled in any particular verse, the 
identity of this person moves from servant to man and back to servant. The details 

which would otherwise have been glossed over, are highlighted by this oscillation, and 
contain information which aids comprehension of this story. 
 
Eliezer, sees himself as a servant of Avraham (and Yitzhak). The locals see him as a 
man. 
 
Verse 61 is therefore of particular interest because it uses both terms and makes the 
subtle shift in classification clear: Rivka followed the man, while the servant took her on 
the journey to meet his master. Yet even for Rivka, he ceases to be the man when she 
beholds Yitzhak -- to whom she now refers as man. In so doing, she speaks to the 
servant. 
 
Rivka may be cognitively aware that Yitzhak, and not Eliezer, is the master of the house, 
even before ever seeing Yitzhak. Nonetheless, until she actually encounters Yitzhak, 
Eliezer seems so impressive that he is called man. Only in comparison to Yitzhak does 
Eliezer pale into insignificance, his stature thereby being reduced to servant. 
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