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Neilah is a most precious time of the year. We are so elevated, so pure, so close to 
Hashem, begging Hashem for mercy one last Amidah before the fast ends. 
Suddenly, as we reach the zenith of the whole tefillah, we utter words that appear 
somewhat unusual for this moment: 
 
 Vateetain lanu Hashem Elokeinu es Yom Hakippurim Hazeh, Hashem , You gave us 
Yom Kippur, Keitz, Uselichah Lechol Chatoseinu, as an end to all our sins.   Of the 5 
tefillos that we daven on Yom Kippur, only during neilah do we utter the words:   
Lemaan nechdal mei'oshek Yodeinu, so that we should refrain from stealing (the 
oppressiveness of our hands).   Stealing?   After 23 hours of davening we say that it 
all boils down to theft?   
 
 Rav Mattisyahu Salomon says that we are completely dependent on prayer, and 
that honesty is critical. If we want our prayers to reach heaven we have to be 
honest. Hashem does not answer someone whose hands are soiled with gezel. Ill 
gotten gains stick to the hands. If we retain money that is not ours whether it 
belongs to another or is overdue to be paid, we are guilty of gezel. Dishonesty and 
deceit create a wall between us and Hashem, which blocks the ascent of our 
prayers. So Neilah is the time to introspect in order to remove these impurities. 
 
And gezel is not really so remote as it may first appear. Within this key area of gezel  
is “oshek” which means withholding someone else's rightful property. Eg If 
someone lent you money and you are late paying it back or if you bought on credit 
and do not pay your bill,  causing damage to the property of others or removes a 
portion of its value, that is gezel.   Gezel also occurs by not giving a full day’s work 
for a full day’s pay e.g. making personal calls, taking office supplies, etc without 
permission.  These are areas for which we need to do teshuva to ultimately get 
forgiveness from Hashem. Our tefillah hinges on having pure hands so these words 
are crucial. 
 
The actual roots of ‘oshek’ and ‘gezel’ are ‘sheker’ and ‘mirmah’, falsehood and 
deception. Only a person with these traits in their personal make up could indulge 
in such sins.    But Hashem is the G-d of truth and everything about Him is truth , 
therefore blessing can only be found among those who resemble Him this way.    

How then could we be so brazen and hypocritical to ask for a true judgement of 
mercy and blessing if we ourselves are so lacking? If we have complete faith in 
Hashem there would be no need to swindle to earn a few extra pounds here and 
there.   Neilah is the time to stop and take stock of our lives and assess whether we 
are ready to stand for truth even if it means losing money?  Are we genuine 
believers? This is what Neilah is.   A face to face with Emunah . 
 
The    se-ir hamishtalei'ach is one of the unique feature of the Yom Kipuur avodah . 
A he-goat symbolically bearing the sins of all Klal Yisrael was sent to the Judean 
desert and pushed from a cliff to its death. Many commentators associate this 
offering with Eisav. They point out that it is no coincidence that the Torah uses the 
word sa'ir  to describe Eisav ( ish sa'ir- a hairy man). The Kli Yakar writes that this 
link is rooted in the fact that Eisav and his descendants are partially responsible for 
our sins and that their entire purpose is to entice Israel to sin; to lure us into a 
materialistic world away from our true aspirations. Sending the goat away is like 
saying 'never again will I fall prey to the enticement of the ish sa'ir'.  Only a person 
who can see his priorities clearly is one who will dismiss Eisav's overtures to sin and 
focus on his true goals. The Yomim Noraim in general and the se-ir hamishtalei'ach 
in particular, are about focusing properly and re-dedicating ourselves to our mission 
in life.    
 
The Eisav ideal is money and pleasure as an end in itself with the ideal to acquire 
more and more in order to have more and more pleasure.  The Yaacov ideal is 
money as a means to serving Hashem.   There is a gradual process of being 
entranced by money,which can lead to  inventive thinking,  minimizing the amounts 
we pay etc to indulge in Olam Hazeh and to perhaps do so  in  a less than  legal 
manner. That's why at this time of Neilah we need to reinforce why we are here and 
where our priorities lie.   This is time to focus on our mission.   Here we are asking 
Hashem what is really important?  What areas of our life can we throw off the cliff?  
Is our focus correct?  The major down fall of human beings is our desire for more 
and more of the physical word for its own sake which only pulls us further away 
from our true purpose. 
 
The Zohar states that Eisav leaves us when we beseech Hashem during Neilah, the 
moment we utter this verse we are sending Eisav away and commiting to a life of 
Yaacov. 


