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Parshat Vayikra 5781 

Friday Night  

"Pass the salt."  No response 

“Please, pass the salt” 

“Aren’t you supposed to be silent? Don’t you need to wash again?” 

 “Just PASS THE SALT!” 

“OK here it is.” 

What should have happened:     Ideally the host would have had the salt readily to 
hand before sitting down for hamotzie. But if he didn’t; has he made a prohibited 
interruption? No. Requesting assistance in the performance of a mitzvah is a part of 
the mitzvah – so it does not amount to an interruption. The request for salt was 
permissible. So long, of course, as salt is a part of the mitzvah. 

The status of salt:     Does salt have a mitzvah status?  

Yes it does. Refer to Shulchan Aruch, Orach Hayim 167 -5. "Don't break up the 
challah until you have salt….." The Remo adds that it is a mitzvah to bring salt to the 
table because the table is compared to the mizbe'ach and the consumption is 
comparable to the korban. 

The origin is, of course, in our sedra (ch2; v13). After referring to the korban mincha 
requiring salt and not allowing "melach brit Elokecha me'al minchotecha" (the salt, 
the covenant of Hashem, to be lacking from this korban) there is a specific 
instruction: "Al kol korboncho takriv melach" (on every offering, you shall bring salt). 
And from this is derived that just as our table is compared to the mizbe’ach, so we 
take salt. 

Fine, we are all familiar with the need for salt with our challah, but what is its 
significance? 

Understanding the background:     A starting point for delving into the background is 
the Sefer HaChinuch (mitzvah 119). Bringing a korban has an effect on the 
personality. The object is to lead the participant to become worthy and upright.  Just 
as we try to enhance our mitzvot, so korbannot have permitted enhancements. Salt, 
a savoury condiment, performs a function.  By enhancing both the taste and the 
aroma it uplifts our spirits. Through this combination we become more worthy; we 
develop a deeper sense of being upright; and we find our spirits heightened. 

And salt has a unique contribution. It makes everything endure. The neshama of the 
participant gains a lasting protection.  

At this point it is appropriate to emphasise the meaning of "Korban" is not simply 
"sacrifice" or "offering". The letters Kuf, Reish Biet spell Korov – which means “close 
to” or denotes proximity. The objective is to lead the person bringing the korban 
towards a closer and higher relationship with Hashem. The preparations, the perfect 
condition of the korban itself, the location and the rituals all combine to make a 
profound and lasting impression. It was not like putting some coins in a tzedakah 
box; it was (even if repeated regularly) a very major lifetime event.  

Rav S.R. Hirsch extends the analysis of salt as an ingredient. Salt inhibits all plant 
growth and prevents decay. If we think about it, decay itself marks the beginning of a 
new structure. Thus salt represents immutability. It forms a protective seal from 
outside influences. 

What about the “covenant of salt”?:     The passuk refers to a covenant. This element 
has something additional to teach. When something is the subject of a brit, it is 
isolated and set apart from outside influences. A brit with salt is not merely 
everlasting, it is absolute and not subject to any change. 

As all salt used for korbanot had to come from communal supplies, it was also a sign 
that this covenant had a community involvement. The nation as a whole is 
responsible for the durability and immutability of the covenant.  

By calling it "Brit Elokecha" Rav S.R. Hirsch deduces that it must refer to that which 
lies in the Aron Hakodesh – which is called "Aron Brit Hashem". So salt is the symbol 
of the Torah which exists forever and without change. 

Rav Munk points to another element. Salt is a stabilising substance. It can result 
from the interaction of fire and water – for example where it is produced by the heat 
of the sun evaporating sea water. The covenant, representing the alliance of these 
opposites, is the guarantee of Hashem's covenant with man – a covenant founded 
on two opposite principles: love and justice. 

Tonight 

Thus, the added salt provides a catalyst to raise our spirits, to make us worthy and 
upright and to grant us a lasting protection. And the covenant encompasses these 
further elements, as just explained.  

So, next time you ask, or are asked, to pass the salt, just pause awhile. Take a 
moment to contemplate some of the insights chazal have provided on what might 
previously have seemed a mundane mitzvah. But don’t pause too long – or you will 
create an interruption between the beracha and the mitzvah. 

{There are differing views as to whether one can say “pass the salt” before eating the bread 
nowadays, as salt is an ingredient of bread today but was not at the time of the Gemara.   
Please ask your own sheilah in this regard.   Ed} 


