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This year, Parshas וישב falls near the start of חנוכה . I thought it would be useful to share 
with you an idea that should help us appreciate the holiness of the mitzvah of   הדלקת
 and why the Rambam sets the bar very high in fulfilling this mitzvah. He says that הנרות
this mitzvah is חביב עד מאד and its incumbent on a person add praise to Hashem by 
lighting candles to publicise the miracles that were done for us. He goes on to say that 
even if a person has nothing to eat in his house and relies on charity he has to borrow 
money or sell  his clothes in order to fulfil this mitzvah.    We don’t find him using such 
terminology for other mitzvahs such a Mezuzos, Tefilin, which are min Hatorah. We are 
taking about someone with an empty fridge yet he must put himself in debt or sells 
what clothes he has to fulfil this mitzvah. Thankfully, today most people don’t find 
themselves in this category. However we do need to understand why our Chachomim 
considered this mitzvah was so important.  

The Shlo Hakodesh provides an insight from וישלח which if you will forgive the pun, 
sheds some light on this issue. When Yaakov crossed over the Nachal Yabok to collect 
the small jugs that he forgot, he wrestled with the angel. The midrash says that Yaacov 
always carried with him a jug of oil wherever he went. Other meforshim say that he 
stored oil within the hollow of the stick he was carrying. This oil was supposed to 
remain with him until the end of time and Yaacov knew this. This was the very same jug 

of oil that was sealed by the Kohen Godol. 

Yaacov had this jug and forgot it. We say whatever happened to the Avos happened to 
their children. The Chashmonaim couldn’t find this jug. Yaacov made a dangerous 
choice when he went back to find it in the middle of night and encountered the angel 
and wrestled till the morning. In the Bais Hamikdosh they burnt half a Log of oil too all 
night till the early hours of the morning. The Shlo says that this oil stayed with us in 
Egypt, travelled through the dessert and wherever we found ourselves. In Israel and 
Persia at the time the Purim story and it came back with Ezra and remained in 
Yerushalayim until it disappeared in the time of the Greeks. We don’t mention the 
other things the Greeks did, but it seems that the Greeks were desperate to defile this 
particular jug of oil. After turning over the area Matisyahu and his family found it and it 
was sealed. It was this very jug of oil that was used for the miracle of חנוכה.   We need 
to consider the following. What was so special about this jug of oil? And what was the 
standing of Am Yisroel at that time? 

It is known that once Avrohom’s name was changed, we are not allowed to revert to his 
old name. The same does not apply to Yaacov who can be referred to by either of his 

two names Yaacov or Yisroel. The Chasom Sofer says that Yaacov is referred to when 
we find ourselves being in a lower status and  we are called Yisroel when we are on a 

higher madraiga. 

We all have highs and lows. When our davening is where it should be and we conduct 
ourselves as should be and all our material needs are catered for we are Yisroel. At 
other times we can feel low, have ill health, or a lack of purpose etc and we don’t do 
what we stand for, this is when the name Yaacov would be more appropriate which 
stands for the heel. The lowest point.   At Neilah on Yom Kippur, we carry the name 
Yisroel and the Satan would never dream to suggest things to us head on and tell us to 
sin. No, he waits for us to be “not in the mood” or when we are down and let us ask is 

Hashem with us? This is when the Satan attacks. 

Hashem says different, even though you might feel low and abandoned you should 
know there is still that “Chevel Nachaloso” you are still connected to me and will walk 
with you wherever you might go.    The Satan agreed to the idea to leave us alone when 
we are on a high and are referred to by the name Yisroel, but he wanted to take control 
of us when we find ourselves at a low eb. Hashem said No. Shimcha Yaacov, your name 
is Yaacov and you are always attached to me.     Where were Am Yisreol at the time of 
Chanukah? After Shimon Haztdick died there were no more prophets, no miracles in 
Bais Hamikdosh. No Aron, no urim v’tumim, no gorol.  When the second Bais 
Hamikdosh was being dedicated  the older generation cried as they remembered what 
the previous mikdosh looked like.     There was a feeling of despair and everything was 
going downhill. Matisyahu’s own father became an apikores, how would his son feel?  
They knew that this jug revealed the strength of Yaacov who fought for it. Matisyahu 
wanted Am Yisroel to have hope in these dark times and they could not give up hope.  

In Muldorf concentraction camp the Klausenburger Rebbe took great risks in lighting 
the menorah and said that he never had such a sense of elation making the brocho 
shehechyinu on that first night. He was in the lowest of lowest places yet he felt the 
German’s could not touch the Jewish Spirit. 

Let us now  revisit the Rambam. The mitzvah is so special its chaviv. Its shows the love 
of Hashem for us that we can be in any situation and he will always be with us. A person 
can be poor with nothing to eat, or be in the camps with nothing to wear, but that Ner 
Chanukah  will always be there. There should be no situation in which a Jew can say I 
am not connected to Hashem. We are always his children and are here to stay. This is 
why every effort must be made to fulfil this mitzvah.This is a thought that is well worth 

remembering when we look into the lights of our Menorah. 


