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Parshat Vayeishev 5780 

Judge for Yourself – Your Golden ticket to Gan Edan? 

I saw a most beautiful thought from Harav Yisroel Reisman which not only explains a 
very hard Rashi from Parshas Vayeishev but also sheds light on Mitzvos Ben Adam 
Lachavero and finally if you remember the message, it could be our Golden Ticket to 
Gan Edan! 

One of the greatest fears on Yom Kippur is Mitzvos Ben Adam Lachavero, because while 
Teshuva helps for Mitzvos Ben Adam Lamakom, for Mitzvos Ben Adam Lachavero one 
needs a proper Mechila which is not always easy to get. 

If Chalila there’s such a case where you fell short on Ben Adam Lachavero and there is 
no Mechila coming from the other side, or you just don’t remember who it is, what are 
you supposed to do in such circumstances? 

We find in in Shmuel Beis Perek 21 Passuk 1-7, that Nosson Hanavi came to Dovid 
pretending to ask a question based on a parable. Look at Passuk 2-6, and Dovid Paskens 
on that person in the parable (ָמֶות ָהִאיׁש ָהעֶֹשה זֹאת), that the person in the parable 
deserves death. Then Nosson Hanavi turns to Dovid and says "אתה האיש " , it’s a parable 
for what you did. You are Paskening on yourself that you’re deserving of death.  

It’s brought in the name of the Bal Shem Tov that he said the same thing will happen to 
us in Shamayim after 120 years when we come up to heaven. Just before one goes to 
the great day of Din, there are certain things people do where the punishment is clear   
It might be Malkus or G-d forbid Kareis. There are however certain aveiros where the 
punishment may not be so clear cut.   You might have offended somebody, maybe you 
double parked and blocked someone in and you say “big deal it only took a minute”, it 
was just a minute. How terrible is the act you did?  

Says the Bal Shem Tov, when we come to heaven they’ll fool us. They’ll say give us a 
few minutes we need a judge in the Bes Din Shel Maalah. You’ll go and they’ll show you 
someone else who double parked and blocked someone in and that person got upset. 
You’ll be the judge in that case and you’ll say how stringent the punishment should be 
and when you have given your verdict they’ll say  "אתה האיש" it’s you.  

It’s a beautiful Bal Shem Tov but once you have heard it, why does it help? Now you 
already know the trick, after 120 years you’ll come up to heaven and they are going to 
say to you before you go to your Din,  please come over here as we need a judge in the 
Bes Din Shel Maalah. You’ll smirk to yourself and say, I remember reading this Dvar 

Torah from Ner Yisroel and I know the trick, and when you go in you’ll be a very lenient 
judge. How does this trick work if you know about it beforehand?  

Rabbi Reisman saw in the Kehilas Yitzchok on Parshas Vayeishev that it does not 
necessarily mean that in heaven they are going to call you into a court room but in 
Olam Hazeh Hashem will put you in exactly the same situation but this time you’ll be 
the victim. Someone will block you in by double parking on the main road, how angry 
will you get? You’ll get upset at that person and tell him it’s terrible? "אתה האיש"  you are 
the man, your judging on yourself in Olam Hazeh. You’ll Pasken on yourself.  

You embarrass someone, how terrible is it? Years later someone will embarrass you, 
what will you say? You might say we live in a generation of frazzled nerves; the person 
who did it probably had a very difficult day. You’ll understand him. If so "אתה האיש"  
when they judge you for offending someone, in Shamayim they will say he had a hard 
day he had frazzled nerves that day, he had a difficult time and was under stress. But if 
you say there’s no excuse, Hamiva’yeish Pnei Chaveiro Ein Lo Cheilek L’olam Habo, G-d 
forbid they’ll say  האישאתה " ” your Paskening on yourself. 

So therefore, it comes out an extraordinary Eitza.   It’s an Eitza maybe you did offend 
someone and not ask for Mechila. You’ll have an opportunity someone will do 
something to you today, tomorrow, or the next day. How will you react? If you’re 
understanding and give them the benefit of the doubt, then in heaven אתה האיש" ” 
they’ll be understanding of you. G-d forbid if not.  

The above idea will help us with an extraordinary Pshat in the Kehilas Yitzchok. There’s 
a Rashi that’s not to be understood from this week that is found in Chapter 37 Posuk 18 
) The brothers plan to kill Yosef. Rashi says .(ַויְִתנְַכלּו אֹתֹו ַלֲהִמיתֹו) כלומר אליו, עמו, כמו אתו ). It’s 
not a Rashi that’s easily understandable. You can see the five words! ( כלומר , עמו, כמו אתו

 ?but what could they mean (אליו

The Kehilas Yitzchok says that the brothers did to Yosef what Nosson Hanavei did to 
Dovid. When Yosef arrived, they sat down with him, they said we’re in middle of a Din 
Torah, please can you join our Bes Din. They talked to him about someone who tried to 
steal Kingship from others and who tried to take for himself the crown of his father, 
they asked Yosef to Pasken. Yosef was strict in his Psak and they said "אתה האיש"  and 
 to (ַלֲהִמיתֹו) they planned (ַויְִתנְַכלּו) is extra. It should be "אותו“ the word (ַויְִתנְַכלּו אֹתֹו ַלֲהִמיתו)
kill him.   Says Rashi, (ַויְִתנְַכלּו אֹתֹו) its ITO, it means they planned together with him, IMO 
(with him). (כלומר אליו) As if they were saying it against him. In other words they gave a 
Psak K’ilu someone else, and they really meant "אותו האיש" . What a lesson! 


