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Parshat Tetzave 5780 Parshat Zachor

Every year on the Shabbos before Purim, we take out an extra Sefer Torah to read 
Parshas Zachor, which instructs us to remember how Amalek attacked us - Bnei Yisrael -
shortly after the Exodus from Egypt.  The Torah then commands us to eradicate the 
remembrance of Amalek and not to forget.  This special portion is one of six places in 
the Torah where we are specifically commanded to remember something:

(1) Exodus from Egypt

(2) Receiving the Torah at Sinai

(3) Amalek’s attack on Bnei Yisrael in Refidim, shortly after leaving Egypt

(4) The Golden Calf

(5) The episode where Miriam spoke lashon harah about Moshe and was punished

(6) Shabbos

Remembering, i.e. reminding ourselves, of what Amalek did during their attack – and 
the brazenness of their choice to attack, given that Hashem had just demonstrated His 
Omnipotence and as the only Power in the world – seems to be fairly straightforward to
understand.  What exactly do the commands to eradicate Amalek from below the 
Heavens and that of not to forget entail?

In fact, before we even address our question, it seems that the matter of remembering 
itself is less straightforward than one might think.  The Gemara Megilla, 18a discusses 
why the Torah uses two expressions, namely “remember” and “do not forget”, which at
a first glance would appear to be redundant.  We know, however, that the Torah does 
not waste words.  This issue is solved by a Baraisa which brings the explanation that 
while “do not forget” refers to not forgetting from our hearts, i.e. quietly within 
ourselves, the command to remember means to remember out loud.

What exactly was so terrible about what Amalek did?  The Sefer Hachinuch, Mitzvah 
603, explains that Amalek was the first nation to attack us after we left Egypt, while all 
other nations were fearful because of the great miracles of the Exodus.  By brazenly 
attacking us despite this, Amalek removed this fear to attack us from the other nations 
of the world.

The Medrash Tanchumah (Ki Seitzei: 7:1) comments that notably the word Zachor – 
Remember - is used both here with regard to what Amalek did with us and with 
Shabbos – zachor es yom Hashabbos lekadesho – Remember the Shabbos day to 

sanctify it.  This is not a comparison, but rather a contrast.  While Shabbos we should 
remember for the purposes of sanctifying it, we remember Amalek for the exact 
opposite purpose, i.e. in order to eradicate them.

Turning now to the command to eradicate the memory of Amalek, Ibn Ezra explains 
that this command is set out in detail by Shmuel Hanavi to Shaul, as we read in this 
week’s Haftorah.  Shaul is instructed to eradicate Amalek – not just all members of its 
population, but also their animals – oxen, sheep, camels and donkeys.  The meforshim 
clarify that the reason that this applies to the animals too is that no one should 
remember Amalek even indirectly, by saying “this animal is from Amalek”.  As we read 
in the Haftorah, Shaul did not do this and instead, kept the choice of the livestock to 
offer as Korbanos.  Although he was well intentioned, as he did not fulfil the word of 
Hashem as commanded, the right to reign was taken away from his family and given to 
David.  

The command to “Not forget” appears to be interpreted differently by different 
Meforshim.  Ibn Ezra suggests that it comes to emphasize the command to remember. 
Rabbeinu Bachye takes the view that the command not to forget is purpose-bound, 
namely, not to forget in such a way that we fail to eradicate the memory of Amalek.  
Sefer Hachinuch in Mitzva 605 suggests that it means not to remove hatred of Amalek 
from our hearts in such a way that we will forget what Amalek did to us.

The Aderes Eliyahu explains that the phrase Mitachas Lashamayim – from under the 
heavens – in the pasuk is a hint as to how this eradication will occur.  Although the 
literal meaning of this phrase is “from under the heavens”, it could also be understood 
as “due to what comes below – or after – the letter of the word Shamayim”.  The word 
Shamayim is made of three different letters of the aleph beis, namely shin, mem and 
yud.  The letters following each of these in the aleph-beis are taf, nun and kaf, which 
spell out Tanach, i.e. Torah, Nevi’im and Kesuvim.  Thus Hashem will eradicate Amalek 
in the zechus of the Torah Shebich’sav – the written part of the Torah.

The Megillah (9:27) states that at the time of Purim, Bnei Yisrael “established and 
received”, which Chazal explain means voluntary acceptance of the Torah, as compared
to the acceptance at Sinai where Chazal say Hashem gave Bnei Yisrael the ultimatum of 
“accept the Torah or I will drop this mountain on you”.  Purim, and indeed, every day of
the year, is an opportunity for us to rededicate ourselves to the Torah, through learning
and performing Mitzvos, just as was done all those years ago in the time of the 
Megillah.                                                                      


