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Parshat Noach 5781 

This week’s sedra opens with the famous description of Noach   ,נח איש צדיק תמים היה
נח- האלקים, התהלך- את   בדרתיו: ; “Noach was a righteous man, perfect in his days, Noach 

went with Hashem”.    Rashi quotes the Midrashim in the Midrash Rabba and Tanchuma 
who contrast this language to that used when Hashem told Avraham to   התהלך לפני, והיה
 go in front of me and be perfect” and by Yaakov in referring to both Avraham and“ ,תמים
Yitzchak,   ויצחק אברהם  לפניו,  אבתי  התהלכו  אשר   Hashem, whom my ancestors“האלקם 
Avraham and Yitzchak went in front of”. 
 

To explains this contrast, In Bereishis Rabba (Perek 30 paragraph 10), Rav Nechemya 
brings a mashal of two beloved friends of a king - one of whom gets stuck in thick mud 
and the king lends him a supporting hand and says walk with me on this steady ground; 
this is what is meant by ‘Noach went with Hashem’. Whereas for the second beloved 
friend, he gives a mashal of the king wandering around in darkened alleys and his beloved 
opens a window and shines light upon him; the king says to him - instead of making light 
for me through this window, come and make light directly in front of me; so said Hashem 
to Avraham - instead of shining on me from ‘Aspotmia’ (Matnos Kehuna suggests this 
was a city in Aram Naharyim) come and shine before me in Eretz Yisrael. The Midrash 
thus draw a clear contrast between Noach and Avraham; whereas Noach required 
Hashem’s support and assistance, Avraham so to speak gave assistance to Hashem, 
shining in front of Him and drawing attention to Him.      The meforshim on the Medrash 
take different approaches as to what this distinction is saying about Noach. 

 

Least favourably, perhaps, is the interpretation of the Yedei Moshe, who describes how 
the king says to the friend who is stuck in the mud, “you are not worthy of being taken 
from this mud as it is not consistent with my honour that I should go with someone so 
dirty, however if I do not save you, you will die.” So too, Noach was not even worthy of 
going ‘with’ Hashem let alone bringing honour to him, just that he was also not deserving 
of the punishment of dying in the flood so Hashem saved him. Similar to this, Radal 
quotes the Medrash at the end of Bereishis (Bereishis Rabba 29:1) on the Passuk which 
says that Noach, מצא חן בעיני ה, found favour in Hashem’s eyes’ -  Noach had but one 
ounce of good deeds (which were insufficient reason alone to save him) so he was only 
saved due to him finding favour in Hashem’s eyes, i.e. being in receipt of Hashem’s 
kindness (Maharzu). 

 

 
 
Etz Yosef takes a different approach and explains that Noach did not have great strength 
in Avodas Hashem, and lacked a clear path of understanding how to serve Him so he 
needed Hashem to be directly with him and protecting him so that he was not poorly 
influenced by those around him; and in these circumstances all the more so he was 
incapable of influencing those around him to improve their ways, which the Medrash 
tells us he tried unsuccessfully to do as people questioned him about why he was building 
the ark. Avraham, on the other hand, had a clear recognition of Hashem and how to serve 
Him and thus he was able to bring this understanding not just for his own avodas Hashem 
but to share it with others too. Etz Yosef thus acknowledges that Noach did wish to serve 
Hashem but struggled to do so without support, surely more favourable than the 
explanation of the Yedei Moshe. 
 

In contrast, Maharzu relates this back to Rav Nechemiaya’s positive interpretation of 
בדרתיו   היה,   he was perfect in his days’, where Rav Nechemya famously says‘תמים 
(Bereishis Rabba Perek 30 note 9) “and if in his generations he was righteous (despite the 
corruption around him), all the more so in the generation of Moshe or Shmuel he would 
have been righteous”, in contrast to Rav Yehuda who says if he was in the generation of 
Moshe and Shmuel he would not have been considered of stature at all. Thus Rav 
Nechemya is saying that Noach was indeed a beloved friend of the king who was desirous 
of drawing close to Hashem but given the society he was in, the path in front of him was 
treacherous and he would have drowned in its mud, so Hashem reached out to save him 
from its challenges. He explains the second part of the mashal that in contrast, Avraham 
not only was not getting bogged down in the challenges of his time but whilst the world 
was like a darkened alley as there had not yet been true tzadikim, Avraham with his great 
intellect and extraordinary recognition of Hashem was able to bring light to the world in 
revealing Hashem and spreading awareness of Hashem through his deeds. 
 

Whilst there are varying interpretations as to Noach’s level, we surely should all strive for 
the level of Avraham Avinu who not only overcame his personal challenges but with the 
clarity and strength of his convictions was able to guide and help others on the path of 
serving Hashem and thus so to speak to walk in front of Hashem bringing honour to Him 
and being mekadesh shem shamayim 


