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Parshat Naso 5780

In the middle of פרשת  נשא we find a well-known and seemingly simple
of  מצוה the blessing of the Priests. The words are well ,ברכת כהנים 
known to us,  however,  although the idea is  clear -  that  the  כהנים
repeat word for word these three short verses, sequentially of 3, 5 and
7 words - there are a number of specific rules associated with it.

The in גמרא  systematically derives these from the (38a and b) סוטה 
introductory to פסוק   כהנים  להם: ברכת  אמור  ישראל  בני  אל  תאמר  כה   :
So shall you say to בני ישראל, say to them etc. From these few words
are derived the need for  כהנים to: 

• Say the  פסוקים in Hebrew

• Be standing

• Have their hands raised

• Use the  שם המפורש (HaShem's Explicit Name) when in the  בית
 המקדש

• Be face to face with the people

• Say the verses audibly

• Be introduced by a non  כהן if there are two or more  כהנים to
דוכן

However, a little later, the [תלמוד בבלי מסכת סוטה דף לח: ]גמרא  concludes
with an unusual case which until very recently might not have been
thought to have much practical application.  

אמר אדא א"ר שמלאי: בית הכנסת שכולה כהנים, כולן עולין לדוכן. למי מברכין? . 
אמר ר' זירא: לאחיהם שבשדות

'A shul in which all the attendees are kohanim, all of them go up to the
dais (duchan, to give the priestly blessing). To whom are they giving
the blessing? R' Zeira said to their brothers in the fields.' 

The then גמרא    analyses  the  situation,  concluding,  in  essence  that
those 'in the fields' who for genuine reasons are unable to be in shul
facing the   ,כהנים receive the blessing just as those who are physically
present before the  .דוכן This is codified  להלכה in the  טור and  בית יוסף

(25; 128 אורח חיים) .  

In our unique circumstances, with our  בתי כנסיות temporarily closed
because of  the Covid-19 pandemic,  we are all .אחים שבשדות   But  we
know that,  as  also stated in this  context  in  the  גמרא and halachic
codes, for the prayers we each offer -   ,אנוסים involuntarily constrained
-  in isolation, in our homes: ' אמר רבי יהושע בן לוי: אפילו מחיצה של ברזל 
שבשמים לאביהם  ישראל  בין  מפסקת  even אינה   barriers  of  iron  will  not
separate Israel and their Father in Heaven.' 
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