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Parshat Mattos – Masei 5780 

Three days journey? 

How could Moshe Rabbenu have proposed only a three days 
journey, if the objective was permanent redemption? 

 

In sedra Vaeira (parashat shishi) Paro suggests that sacrifices can 
be brought in Egypt.   To which Moshe Rabbenu responds that it 
isn’t proper to do this, for if we were to slaughter the Egyptian 
deity in full view of the people “would they not stone us?”   Three 
days distance is needed. 

 

At this stage it seems to appear that the request for freedom was 
limited. Then, after repeated promises and retractions from Paro, 
Moshe marks (just before the final plague) an end to any 
negotiation for a mere temporary respite by making clear the 
departure will be requested by all Egypt. 

 

The Mechilta (brought down by Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin z’l in 
Oznayim leTorah) on our sedra’s passuk   בני יצאו  הפסח  ממחרחת 
 following offering the korban Pesach Bnei Yisrael“) ישראל ביד רמה
left  רמה  stresses the timing.    Previously the Torah (in (”ביד 
Beshallach) focussed on the “how” – leaving רמה  but didn’t ;ביד 
focus on the “when”.   Here, the point is driven home.   Korbanot 
were brought in Egypt, in full sight of the population – just as we 

were about to depart, with self-confidence: ביד רמה.  The “three 
days” proposal had been abrogated. 

 

The way journeys begin sets a foundation.   Bnei Yisrael left   ביד

  It was to be a self-assured and permanent exit that would .רמה

 

place an all-time marker in world history on the genesis of our 
nationhood.   Thus ביד רמה! But what does this phrase mean? 

The literal translation is “with a high hand”. 

To delve into the fuller meaning, we need to look where else it 
appears.  The Baal Haturim (in Beshallach) say it can be found in 
three places.    The third is in Shlach Lecha.   There, it refers to the 
idol worshipper who does not act inadvertently, but רמה  – ביד 
deliberately.   An implication of defiance can be drawn. The 
phrase has both negative and positive connotations. 

The Rashbam says it indicates an absence of worry.   On this 
theme, hear the powerful words of Rebbetzen Elana Rosenblatt 
a’h (in an essay “Life is beautiful”, written shortly before her 
tragic petira as a young mother).   She asks: “What makes life 
unbeautiful?” Her answer: “Worry – When we worry about our 
future, we’re out of touch with the reality that G-d is in control”. 

May our journeys continue with self-confidence in the role 
Hashem has granted us, and may we each be worthy to fulfil our 

destiny. 


