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Parshat Lech Lecha 5781 

The Chronology of Parashat Lech Lecha 

This dvar torah is based on shiurim given by Rav Moshe Pinchuk. 

What is the chronology of Parashat Lecha Lecha? 

This question arises because in Brit Bein HaBetarim in Parshat Lech Lecha Avraham 
is told that his children will be strangers in a land that is not theirs for 400 years. 
Our commentators tell us that we were in Egypt only 210 years; the 400 years is 
reckoned from the birth of Yitzchak. In Parashat Bo we are told that the people’s 
sojourn in Egypt lasted 430 years, and Rashi tells us that the extra 30 years are 
counted from when the decree of exile was given at Brit Bein HaBetarim. Avraham 
was 100 years old when Yitzchak was born. Thus 30 years earlier he was 70 at Brit 
Bein HaBetarim. 

Avraham was aged 75 at the beginning of Parashat Lech Lecha.  Later in the Parasha 
he was 70. There is a problem with the chronology. While Rashi does not explicitly 
point this out, Chizkuni does. How is it possible that Brit Bein HaBetarim occurred in 
Canaan five years before Avraham left Charan to go to Canaan? What actually 
happened and why? Where is the disconnect in the Parasha where time went 
backwards? 

Review of Chapter 15 shows that the first part (15:1-6) takes place at night. G-d 
appears to Avraham in a vision, which Chizkuni says is a night vision. G-d takes 
Avraham outside and asks him to count the stars. G-d would hardly ask him to 
count the stars if it were daytime.  It must be night.  

However, as interpreted by Rashi, later (15:17) the sun set. There is a disconnect 
between it being night time at the beginning of Brit Bein HaBetarim and yet the sun 
set later in the course of the same Brit Bein HaBetarim. 

Further, why would Avraham question how he would know that he would inherit 
the Land (15:8) after G-d had promised him that his descendants (and not the 
descendants of his servant Eliezer) would inherit it (15:4)? And another question is 
why in 15:7 G-d says to Avraham: “I am G-d who brought you out of Ur Kasdim to 
give you this land to inherit it” rather than “brought you out of Charan” which is 
where Avraham was at the end of Parashat Noach when G-d then tells him to leave 
to go to Canaan. 

 

 

Gemara Berachot 7b tells us that no-one called G-d “Adon” until Avraham in 
Bereishit 15:8. But Avraham used the same expression six verses earlier – in 15:2. 
Why does the Gemara not quote 15:2 as the first time that Avraham called G-d by 
that name? Clearly we have found the point of disconnection. Chapter 15 verses 7-
21 that set out Avraham’s questioning of G-d, the Brit Bein HaBetarim, and the 
prophecy of Egyptian exile chronologically precede the vision of G-d to Avraham in 
verses 1-6 of that chapter. 

Chizkuni sets out the chronology. Avraham left Ur Kasdim with his father Terach 
when Avraham was aged 70, intending to go to Canaan (11:31). Terach remained in 
Charan while Avraham continued his journey to the Land. G-d said to Avraham: “I 
have given this land to your descendants (15:18). Therefore Brit Bein HaBetarim 
(15:7-21) must have taken place in the Holy Land when Avraham was 70 (and not in 
Charan before Avraham came to Canaan). Then Avraham returned to Charan. Five 
years later, when he was 75, G-d told him to leave Charan at the beginning of 
Parashat Lech Lecha. 

This explains why G-d referred to having taken Avraham from Ur Kasdim, because 
that was where his first journey had started, and it was on that first trip that this 
was stated. 

Gemara Nedarim 32a questions why there was a need for the Egyptian exile. One of 
the answers given is that it was a punishment for Avraham doubting G-d when he 
questioned how he would know that he would inherit the Land (15:8). Chizkuni ties 
Avraham’s words “how will I know (verse 8) with G-d’s reply regarding the exile 
“you will surely know” (verse 13). Chizkuni writes that the exile was decreed on 
Avraham’s children, using the same words, measure for measure. 

G-d’s words to Avraham “I am G-d who brought you out of Ur Kasdim” are 
reminiscent of “I am G-d who brought you out of Egypt” at the beginning of Asseret 
HaDibrot. The Torah could have been given at that moment, with no need for 
Egyptian exile. Instead, Avraham doubted G-d, and the narrative changed. The 
Torah is not given now; Avraham has to leave and return; and his descendants will 
also have to leave and return before finally inheriting the Land. 


