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Parshat Emor 5780 –  

written by Alain Bornstein; edited by David Michaels 

           

 The son of an Israelite woman went out among the Bnei Yisrael – 
and he was the son of an Egyptian man. They fought in the camp, the 
son of the Israelite woman and an Israelite man. The son of the 
Israelite woman pronounced the Name of G-d, and blasphemed, so 
they brought him to Moshe. The name of his mother was 
Shlomis bas Divri of the tribe of Dan Vayikra 24:10-12                                                   

 
This raises a number of questions: 
(1) We are told that the central character “went out.” ; from 
where? 

 
(2) People are usually identified in the Torah by the group to which 
they belong determined by their father. We would have expected the 
Torah to record him as the son of an Egyptian man (fixing his group 
status) and a Jewish woman. Why is his lineage given in such a 
roundabout manner: “and he was the son of an Egyptian man?” The 
Torah could have merely stated that “the son of an Israelite woman 
and an Egyptian man went out.”? 

 
(3) Matters of law had to be brought to Moshe. Prisoners did not. 
Why did they bring the blasphemer to Moshe? 

 
(4) Why are we first told multiple times(!) about his being the son 
of some anonymous Jewish woman. In the end, we are told her name. 
Why the anonymity to begin with? 
 

 
 
Answers: 
1. The narrative  begins with the villain “going out.” He had 
determined to claim full membership in his mother’s shevet. 

 
2. He wanted to assert his rights through his mother, despite the 
fact that his father was an Egyptian.  The text underscores that the 
dispute was between “the son of the Israelite woman and an Israelite 
man” because that points to the positions of the contesting parties. 
One tried to assert rights as the son of his mother. The other rejected 
any claim to membership in Dan, and argued that he was entitled to 
no more than “an Israelite man,” outside the boundaries of any 
particular tribe 

 
3. They brought him to Moshe, because his very appearance gave 
him away. 

 
4. Moshe recognized a resemblance to his mother. Moshe 
remembered that his father was  the Egyptian taskmaster he had 
killed. He was able to place the blasphemer in the specific context of a 
woman who had been victimized by an Egyptian, necessitating 
Moshe’s intervention. Moshe understood the implications of his 
lineage. Thus the last line of the Passuk . “The name of his mother was 
Shlomis bas Divri of the tribe of Dan.” Moshe understood his 
background and the anger that seethed inside him. 
 
 Based on Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein  Series: Machshava 2018 who cites 
the Meleches Machsheves by R. Moshe Cheifetz, 1663-1711 ↑ 

    

https://torah.org/series/machshava/
https://torah.org/torah-portion/machshava-5778-emor/#post-93367-footnote-ref-1

