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The Robin Hood Conundrum-Stealing from the rich to give 
to the poor. 

In this week's sedra, Moshe Rabbenu gives his final speech 
to the B'nai Yisrael.   Moshe refers to their journey to Eretz 
Israel and commands them to fear Hashem, to love Him 
and to cleave to Him because He is the G-d of g-ds, great 
and mighty   לא ישר פנים ולא יקח שלג. “who does not show 
favour and who does not accept a bribe"(10:11).   Rashi 
explains that this means G-d cannot be appeased by 
money.  

But what does this really mean? Both Ramban and Sforno 
explain that Moshe is advising B'nai Yisrael that thinking a 
mitzvah will counter or cancel an aveirah is wrong.  To 
think that it does, is like trying to bribe G-d.   Effectively, 
this is like asking G-d to look the other way as a reward for 
doing a mitzvah. 

However, the only way to really become purified from 
one's aveirahs is to do sincere teshuva.   The Maharal of 
Prague in his commentary on Rashi, the Gur Aryeh, says  

 

 

 

that a person who does an aveirah can be forgiven by 
bringing a korban i.e., just spend money" (and sometimes 
a korban can be awfully expensive).  But this must include 
sincere teshuva to work. 

Rav Shimshon Refuel Hirsch suggests that when Moshe 
spoke about bribes, he was referring to a type of person 
not the actual act e.g.  trying to get off the hook by using 
status or position. The classic phrase "don't you know who 
I am" may sometimes work in the earthly realm but to 
Hashem this means nothing as there is no substitute for 
true human worth and just social position means nothing 
to Him.    He demands true morality. 

To return to our original question, maybe people do 
indeed think that they can bribe Hashem by, for example, 
fulfilling a mitzvah by throwing money at it e.g., best esrog, 
tephillin, etc.  However, if this does not lead to an 
improvement in our relationship with G-d then the best 
we are doing according to Rashi is bribing Hashem.   It’s 
really about teshuvah. 


