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The Wall & Witness:   Harav Moshe Shapiro ztl quoted a Chazal to explain 
that Bilaam revealed something unique – something that nobody else in the 
world could have revealed. In the rules of evidence, a person can only testify 
about another if there is no relationship between the parties. Being  an 
interested party, one can’t provide objective evidence about any issue. 

The Maharal explains that the only person suitable to testify on the extent of 
the heights the Jewish people can reach, is someone who is completely 
foreign to the Jewish people, with no connection to them. Bilaam fitted that 
description. What exactly did he reveal and why did the message specifically 
have to come from him?  Chazal say that Bilaam’s other identity was Lavan. 

The Torah describes how Hashem’s angel stood in Bilaam’s way blocking the 
path through the vineyards – a path with a wall on either side. Why does the 
Torah emphasize exactly where this occurred? 

When Yaakov parted ways with Lavan, the two built a monument made of a 
pile of stones. In Aramaic, Lavan called it Yegar Sahadusa, the pile that 
attests, and Yaakov called it Gal’ed, which has the same meaning. The 
pesukim make it clear that the Gal’ed was a covenant pursuant to which 
each party agreed not to harm the other. Space does not allow us to discuss 
the deeper meaning as to why each called the wall a different name. 

The Medrash reveals that the wall against which Bilaam’s leg was pressed 
was none other than the very same Gal’ed.  Bilaam was  Lavan, and in 
setting out to curse Bnei Yisroel, Bilaam violated his own covenant with 
Yaakov.  His leg was crushed against that very Yegar  Sahadusa  which  stood  
as  a testament to the covenant he had violated.  

Chazal explain that the relationship between Lavan and Yaakov parallels the 
same  relationship between the black letters and white spaces in a book. 
They are complete opposites! Without letters and spaces in between, there 
is no book. 

 

We were born in Egypt on Pesach and Hashem took out one nation from the 
midst of another.  The Medrash describes that birth as akin to a shepherd 
pulling the newborn  lamb  from  the  innards  of  its  mother  as  it  gives  
birth.  The moment of departure  from Mitzrayim was the moment of our 
nation birth, and the same was true of Yaakov’s taking leave of Lavan. 

In each case, the newborn entity left an environment that was its polar 
opposite.  A book is clearest is when the white background is truly white and 
the black of the letters is truly black.   The contrast makes everything clearer, 
and if the white isn’t pure white and the black isn’t completely black, the 
message gets blurred. 

There are no greater opposites in the world than Bnei Yisroel and Mitzrayim 
and there is no greater contrast individually than Lavan the swindler and 
Yaakov who is a man of Emes.   The juxtaposition of the two made Yaakov 
stand out; the birth of Yaakov’s family from Lavan resulted from Lavan 
pushing Yaakov outward and the same is true of our national birth when we 
left Egypt. 

This world for most is a fleeting fantasy and truth hardly sees the light of 
day. The truth one day will become magnified against a backdrop of lies and 
the clear message will be delivered Lavan (Mr White) aka Bilaam did what he 
could to deny Yaakov his dues. 

Bilaam tried to imitate us using our own power of dibbur. He attempted to 
blur the lines of us being a distinct opposite to him and tried to uproot us 
contradicting the witness of the Gal’ed. The wall however reminded him of 
the covenant and that his mission was doomed to fail.      

Even Walls have ears!! 

 


