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SELECTED SHAVUOT HALACHOT 

Below is a summary of selected Shavuot Halachot. For more details please listen 

to the second part of my pre-Shavuot Shiur https://youtu.be/fm6L1K3YVjg  

 

THURSDAY EREV SHAVUOT – MAY 28TH 

1. On the first night of Shavuot, some people have the minhag to wait, and not 

start davening until night fall. This is based on a well-established custom, cited 

in the Magen Avraham, not to bring in the Yom Tov of Shavuot early so as to 

complete the final, 49th, day of the Omer. 

This inevitably leads to a very late start to the Seuda, and must be weighed 

against the diminution in Simchat Yom Tov if one eats at a time at which one will 

not have appetite or when it will be too late for some members of the family to 

participate. 

There are therefore two options for Kabbalat Yom Tov this Thursday: 

• EARLY KABBALAT YOM TOV: Maariv and Candle lighting no earlier than 

7.24pm. Kiddush and the meal can then be made immediately 

• LATE KABBALAT YOM TOV: MINCHA no later than 9.04pm (sunset) followed 

by Maariv no earlier than 10pm. Kiddush and the meal after that 

For those who say Yizkor, many have the minhag to light a Yahrzheit candle in 

advance of the Yizkor days. 

On Yom Tov we can only light from pre-existing flames. For this reason, a 24 or 
48 hour candle might be useful for lighting the second day candles and for those 

who will wish to light their gas stove tops over Yom Tov 

2. This year the first day of Shavuot is Friday, leading straight into second day 

Yom Tov, Shabbat. For this reason, an Eruv Tavshilin must be prepared on 

Thursday, Erev Yom Tov in order to permit cooking and other preparations on 

Friday for Shabbat: 

• One person makes the Eruv Tavshilin for the whole family 

• Every household must set aside one baked and one cooked item - usually 

an egg and a matzah are used. The Beracha and declaration can be found in 

the Machzor, and should be said whilst holding the Eruv Tavshilin. The text 

is in Aramaic, but one should understand what one is saying, so check in 

Artscroll! 

• Ideally the food should be used on Shabbat but should not be eaten before 
then 

• The Eruv Tavshilin allows preparations to be made on Friday (or Thursday 

night) for Shabbat 

https://youtu.be/fm6L1K3YVjg
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• Ideally preparations for the Shabbat meals should be completed early 

enough on Friday afternoon that the food will be edible well before 

Shabbat. Similarly, water should be put on early enough so that it is 
already heated well before Shabbat 

 

FRIDAY FIRST DAY SHAVUOT – MAY 29TH 

3. For those who learn all night on the first night of Chag: 

• Tallit can be put on and Shacharit can be davened from 3.01am 

• Since you have not slept all night, there are some changes to the regular 
format of Birchot HaShachar: 

o NETILAT YADAYIM: Only say the Beracha on Netilat Yadayim after using 

the facilities 

o TZITZIT: Ideally make the Beracha on the Tallit to cover the Beracha for 

Tzitzit. If, however, you do not wear a Tallit, you should hear the 

beracha from someone else who does. If that is also not possible you 
should make the Beracha yourself 

o BIRCHOT HATORAH: Ideally you should hear Birchot HaTorah from 

someone who slept. If that is not possible you can make these Berachot 

yourself 

o ELOKAI NESHAMA AND HAMAAVIR SHEINAH: Ideally you should hear 

these from someone who slept. If that is not possible you can make 

these Berachot yourself 

o THE REST OF THE BIRCHOT HASHACHAR: are said as usual 

For more details, please listen to the second part of my shiur at 

https://youtu.be/fm6L1K3YVjg  

4. Shacharit consists of the regular Yom Tov davening. We say AKDAMOT after 

Hallel. 

 

FRIDAY NIGHT – KABBALAT SHABBAT AND START OF SECOND DAY SHAVUOT – 

MAY 29TH 

5. On the second night Yom Tov, we can choose to accept Shabbat and the 

second day of Yom Tov early. Candle lighting, Maariv and Kiddush should not be 

before 7.25pm. 

Alternatively, one can accept light candles and accept Shabbat up to 8.51pm. 

Either way, food may be cooked or heated up on existing flames on Friday for 
Shabbat, but all such preparations must be concluded before you light the 

Shabbat candles. 

Since it is Yom Tov the candles should be lit from a pre-existing flame. 

https://www.halachipedia.com/index.php?title=Tallit
https://www.halachipedia.com/index.php?title=Tzitzit
https://www.halachipedia.com/index.php?title=Tallit
https://youtu.be/fm6L1K3YVjg
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Shehecheyanu is also said on the second night of Yom Tov. 

 

6. TEFILLA: 

• We say an abbreviated Kabbalat Shabbat starting from Mizmor Shir LeYom 

HaShabbat 

• We say Yom Tov Maariv with Shabbat additions 

• After Maariv we add VaYechulu but not Magen Avot (even if davening with 

a Minyan) since we are not davening in shul 

• Subject to family Minhag, we still sing Shalom Aleichem and Eishet Chayil, 

and bless our children 

7. Shehecheyanu is also said in Kiddush on the second night of Yom Tov (if not 

said by the same person earlier when they lit candles) 

 

SHABBAT SECOND DAY SHAVUOT – MAY 30TH 

8. Shacharit consists of the regular Yom Tov davening with Shabbat additions 

• We say MEGILLAT RUTH after Hallel 

• If you did not join the pre Yom Tov Yizkor, then those who say Yizkor 

should do so before Musaf 

• Even on Shabbat we say the Piyut of Y-ah E-li before Mussaf 

9. MINCHA consists of the regular Yom Tov davening with Shabbat additions. We 

omit Tsidkatecha Tsedek 

10. Shabbat and Yom Tov ends at 10.09pm.  

Regular, weekday Maariv Amidah is said, with the insertion of Ata Chonentanu. 

Veyhi Noam and VaYiten Lecha are said. 

We say regular (full) Motzei Shabbat Havdala. 

 

SUNDAY – MAY 31ST 

11. TACHANUN: Our Minhag is that we do not say Tachanun from Isru Chag until 

13th Sivan inclusive. That means that we restart Tachanun on Sunday 7th June. 

 

GENERAL 

12. If necessary, showering on Yom Tov is allowed, assuming an ordinary hot 

water tank system. As with washing-up on Yom Tov, a combi- or gas heater 
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without a tank is a problem, because the rush of hot water triggers a gas flame 

or current. One must also be careful with hair washing (best just to stand under 

shower but do not rub or squeeze hair) and drying (best just to wrap the towel 
around your head and allow to dry by itself). 

 

 

13. LEARNING: Yom Tov is an ideal time for extra learning, and of course this is 

particularly appropriate for Shavuot.  

 
Whether you are able or unable to stay up on the first night of Shavuot, please 

download the communal learning resources we have prepared. There is 

something for everyone! 

 

Please see our website https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/ for: 

 

• YOUTH SHAVUOT LEARNING PACK  

• COMMUNAL SHAVUOT LEARNING PACK 

• PROJECT AMeN – if you have not done so already please sign up! See 

https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/projectamen for details of this important 

communal project in preparation for our return, as a community, to our 

beloved Shul. We want you all to be part of this! 

 

14. HEALTH GUIDELINES AND MINYANIM: Please continue to be careful to follow 

medical and government guidelines. With the situation easing slightly this may 

feel increasingly difficult, but the medical advice we continue to receive is clear: 

the guidelines should be kept. This includes staying at home as much as 

possible, limiting contact with other people, not visiting other people’s homes 
and social distancing when shopping. Whilst this demands considerable 

sacrifice, it is vital that we continue to obey these guidelines, including over Yom 

Tov. Not doing so, poses a danger to our health, and the health of our 

community. 

 

Similarly, please stick to the guidelines re davening with a Minyan. See  
https://images.shulcloud.com/945/uploads/MinyanHalachaemail.pdf  

 

Please do NOT daven with a Minyan that is not in accordance with these 

guidelines; as a matter of health, Halacha, communal policy, good sense and our 

relationship with wider society, no minyanim outside this guidance is justified. 

 
Please email, call or WhatsApp me if I can clarify anything further or help in any 

other way. 

 

E: rabbizobin@gmail.com  

M: 07929630813 

 

Warmest wishes, Chag Sameach, and Shabbat Shalom, 
 

 

Rabbi Zobin 

https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/
https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/projectamen
https://images.shulcloud.com/945/uploads/MinyanHalachaemail.pdf
mailto:rabbizobin@gmail.com

