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Dear all, 
 
Purim is a time when we most desperately want to be with our families and friends, and capture 
the beautiful Simcha and joy of the day. Sadly, however this year our priority must be protecting 
our lives and health, and that of others, so that we can all celebrate Purim in good health in future 
years. 
 
In addition, this year Purim is also on a Friday, so below I offer some Halachic guidance, as well as 
a summary of arrangements at shul. (I will explain the Halachic basis for this, in a special shiur on 
“Halchot of Purim under lockdown and on a Friday” please see details of the Shiur HERE). 
 
Please also see below, and via the regular shul emails for details of our special Purim events and 
our Matanot LeEvyonim arrangements. Further details will be updated HERE. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact my wife or me for further support, guidance or conversation. 
Please also let us know if we can help in any other way whether personally or communally. 
 
With warmest wishes for a Purim Sameach, 
 
Rabbi Zobin 
 
E: rabbizobin@gmail.com 
M: 07929 630813 
 
 
PARSHAT ZACHOR 
 
The ideal time and way to fulfil this Mitzvah is through listening to the Parshat Zachor from a Sefer 
Torah on the Shabbat before Purim. We will offer several readings of Zachor at shul in addition to 
those in the regular Minyanim. For further details please see our emails (Closer to the time this 
will be on our online calendar (HERE) and place bookings will be HERE.) 
 
For those unable to hear Zachor at shul on Shabbat, as per shul practice in previous years, we will 
also read Zachor on Purim evening (Thursday evening), after each of the Megillah readings (see 
below). 
 
Those who due to Covid are unable to attend shul, should read the Passukim of Parshat Zachor 
(Devarim 25:17-19) from a Chumash at home on Shabbat morning and, in addition, listen to a live 
Zoom broadcast of Zachor, which we will livestream from Shul at the same time as we broadcast 
the Megillah (see below). 
 
Please note that listening via Zoom is only for those who are unable to hear Zachor live. In 
addition, Zoom is only relevant for Zachor and Megillah, but has no Halachic significance for 
creating a minyan for the purposes of Kaddish or Kedushah. Finally, note that a recording is not 
Halachically the same as live Zoom. (Further details explained in my Shiur – see HERE for details). 

https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/purim-at-ner-2021.html
https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/purim-at-ner-2021.html
mailto:rabbizobin@gmail.com
https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/calendar
https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/minyanbookingsignup.html
https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/purim-at-ner-2021.html
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TA’ANIT ESTHER 
 
(1) If you are ill in any way or diagnosed with COVID (even with mild symptoms) you should not 
fast. 
 
(2) Before hearing the Megillah, if necessary and you are feeling weak, you can break your fast 
with a drink (hot or cold), some fruit and a small quantity of Mezonot. 
 
PURIM 
 
There are four Mitzvot of Purim: 
 
1. MEGILLAH READING 
 
(1) We will offer several Megillah readings at shul, both night and day, in addition to those in the 
regular Minyanim. For further details please see our emails (Closer to the time this will be on our 
online calendar (HERE) and place bookings will be HERE.) 
 
(2) For those who due to Covid are unable to attend shul, please note that the SHABBAT WALK are 
offering to arrange a Covid-safe Megillah reading outside your own home. Please see details HERE. 
If further support is needed, please let me or Louise@neryisrael.co.uk know. 
 
(3) If listening to a live Megillah reading, whether at shul or outside your own home is not an 
option, then one should listen to a live Zoom broadcast of the Megillah, which we will livestream 
from Shul for each Megillah reading. This will be at our normal Tefilla Zoom link HERE. Those who 
have access to a kosher Megillah, should read along aloud from their Megillah.  
 
If you are reading the Megillah for yourself, you should say all the Berachot said before reading 
the megillah. Since you are not in the presence of a Minyan, you do not say the Beracha said after 
the Megillah reading. 
 
As above, listening via Zoom is only for those who are unable to hear Megillah live, and if 
only listening over Zoom, no Beracha should be said. (Further details explained in my Shiur – 
see HERE for details). 
 
2. SEUDAH AND SIMCHAT PURIM 
 
(1) Due to government regulations, and for reasons of safety, the Seudah should only include 
those within their own bubble. Please do not host or mix bubbles for the Seudah. In a similar vein, 
please also ensure that your children do not attend any Purim parties. 
 
(2) Since Purim this year falls on Friday, there is somewhat of a conflict between the Mitzvah of 
the Purim Seudah and the requirement to preserve an appetite for the Friday night Shabbat meal. 
As such, the Purim Seudah this year should take place in the morning, before 12.13pm (Halachic 

https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/calendar
https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/minyanbookingsignup.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/x3a7mewjufsy5gu/Shabbat%20walk%20purim%20Megilla.jpg?dl=0
mailto:Louise@neryisrael.co.uk
https://zoom.us/j/502505061
https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/purim-at-ner-2021.html
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noon). If one runs late, and with no choice, the Seudah should take place by 2.55pm (the end of the 
ninth hour of the day). 
 
3. MISHLOACH MANOT 
 
(1) Everyone is also urged not to spend – or let their children spend – Purim out and about on the 
street. 
 
(2) As per the government guidelines, we should consider carefully how we deliver Mishloach 
Manot this year. Please note that the minimal obligation of Mishloach Manot is to give two 
portions of food to one recipient on the day of Purim (not at night), and this year one should 
minimise the number of Mishloach Manot given and give to neighbours, rather than those further 
afield. Please also consider prioritising those who may be alone or isolating over Purim. 
 
(3) Those who are isolating and unable to leave the home, can fulfil this Mitzva by arranging for 
someone to deliver the Mishloach Manot on their behalf. This can be a personal arrangement or 
via a shop, but you should ensure that delivery will be on the day of Purim itself. If no alternative 
is possible, then one can suffice with giving Mishloach Manot to another member of the same 
household (e.g. spouse or child) but this is not an optimal way to fulfil the Mitzva. 
 
4. MATANOT LE’EVYONIM 
 
The Rambam states "It is better to give more Matanot LeEvyonim (charitable gifts for the needy) 
than to spend more on one’s Purim Seudah... for there is no greater joy than gladdening the hearts 
of those in need…". 
 
(1) As a minimum Matanot LeEvyonim should be a significant donation given to at least two 
recipients. 
 
(2) As in previous years the Gemach and I will be collecting money for this Mitzvah. Please see 
HERE for details of how to arrange online Matanot LeEvyonim via the Gemach. Please give 
generously to support the Ner Gemach which helps families throughout the year and particularly 
in these difficult times. 
 
Since our Seudah, Mishloach Manot and other Purim expenses may well be less than usual this 
year, please also consider contributing extra for Matanot LeEvyonim. 
 
 
Please speak to me (rabbizobin@gmail.com / 07929 630813) if you have any enquiries about the 
above. 
 
 
 

Purim Sameach! 

https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/purim-at-ner-2021.html
mailto:rabbizobin@gmail.com

