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Halachic Guidelines for Erev Pesach on Shabbat 
 
This year Erev Pesach falls on Shabbat. Whilst this adds various complications, it also means that rather than 
entering Pesach and starting our Seder after the busiest day of the year, this year we will start Pesach having 
finished all our preparations a day earlier and participate in the Seder refreshed – physically and spiritually – 
by the Menucha and tranquillity of Shabbat. The extra time on Shabbat Erev Pesach also affords us an 
opportunity to learn more about the Haggadah and better prepare ideas and thoughts for the Seder, so this 
year is a good opportunity to be equipped with extra Pesach reading material. 
 
(1) THE FAST OF THE FIRSTBORN is observed two days early, on Thursday 25th March. The customary Siyum 
is held in the morning after Shacharit. 
 
For those isolating, or due to Covid unable to attend in shul, the Siyum for the Bechorim will also be 
broadcast via Zoom at approximately 7.30am and 8.15am, following the 6.45am and 7.35am Shacharit 
respectively. 
 
(2) BEDIKAT CHAMETZ — takes place Thursday night after 7.13pm, followed by the Kol Chamira declaration. 
 
NOTES: 
 

▪ Do not forget to check your car, handbag, and children’s school bags! 
▪ If you will not be using a location over Pesach (e.g. Chametz cupboards), you do not need to check 

that area. Just seal the space and its contents, label it as containing Chametz and include that 
Chametz in your sale 

▪ Any Chametz still needed for Friday during the day, Friday night and Shabbat (see below) should be 
put aside in a designated safe place 

▪ Any other Chametz should either be set aside to be disposed of the next morning (see below) or 
included in the Mechirat Chametz sale 

▪ If you have not done so already, please fill in the MECHIRAT CHAMETZ form online HERE. The 
deadline is Thursday 25th, Bedikat Chametz night! 

▪ CHILDREN'S MEDICINE — it has now become clear that neither Ibuprofen nor Paracetamol based 
medicines will be available this year as Kosher LePesach syrups for children 
As such, you should buy children's syrups in advance of Pesach (or keep whatever you already own). I 
will then include that medicine in the sale of Chametz but ask permission from the non Jewish 
purchaser for you to use it over Pesach 
You should store this medicine in a sealed container marked Chametz, but away from your other 
Chametz, and if needed over Pesach just take it out to give it to you your child, and then immediately 
put it back in the sealed container 

 
(3) DISPOSAL OF CHAMETZ 
 

▪ All Chametz that is not going to be locked away and sold, or eaten before Pesach (Friday during the 
day, Friday night and Shabbat morning) should be burned on Friday 26th March by 11:04am 

▪ All kashering of utensils should also be completed by this time 
▪ Do not recite the second Kol Chamira declaration, as would be done in regular years. This is because 

we will still be eating chametz for the rest of Friday and during part of Shabbat. The second Kol 
Chamira declaration (“Bittul”, nullification of chametz) will take place on Shabbat morning, see below 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFF7gw9c2xqYdr0WRWG4vPxptcr_WBLr9BlS1vjY7yIpQTCQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
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▪ This year, for those who, due to Covid, are unable to burn their Chametz, a minimal amount can be 

broken into pieces and flushed down the toilet. Please do not attend any communal Chametz 
burnings! 

▪ If you have larger quantities of Chametz to dispose of, which you do not want to include in your sale, 
then you can place them in your wheelie bin and declare them Hefker (thereby renouncing 
ownership of them). If this includes any pieces of edible Chametz then it would be best to also pour 
some bleach into the bin, and if possible and safe, wheel the bin off your property (ie. to the roadside 
where you leave it to await collection) 

▪ Please also note Barnet’s pre-Pesach collection schedule HERE 
 
(4) PREPARATIONS FOR CHAG MEALS AND SEDER 
 
This year clocks change on Motzei Shabbat, with British Summer Time commencing at 2am on the first Seder 
night. Since changing clocks is generally not feasible over Shabbat and Chag we would suggest that clocks are 
changed before Shabbat. All Ner Yisrael times will be fixed using BST times, though winter GMT times will be 
given in brackets. Please check the Yom Tov timetable with care to ensure that you correctly read these 
important Halachic times. 
 

▪ Since one may not prepare on Shabbat for Yom Tov, and since many of the preparations involve 
actions prohibited on Shabbat, all preparations for the Seder should be made before Shabbat, so that 
the Seder can start as soon as possible after nightfall on Motzei Shabbat at 8.13pm BST (7.13pm 
GMT) 

▪ You may wish to prepare a 24 or 48 hour candle before Shabbat so that you can light your Yom Tov 
candles from it, and also as a source for a flame if you want to light the stovetop gas over Yom Tov 

▪ No preparations for the Seder can be made on Shabbat itself 
 
Notes re specific items: 
 

▪ If your home arrangements allow this, set the table for Seder before Shabbat  
▪ The Zeroa bone and egg should be prepared on Friday. If this was not possible, they should be 

roasted after Shabbat, but since they were prepared on first day Yom Tov, they must be eaten some 
time on Sunday, first day Yom Tov and a new set prepared for Second Seder after the conclusion of 
the first day Yom Tov, Sunday evening at 8.15pm BST (7.15pm GMT). 

▪ Charoset should be prepared before Shabbat. Nuts should be ground or chopped before Shabbat 
▪ Salt water should be prepared before Shabbat 
▪ Lettuce for Maror should be washed and checked before Shabbat. Since lettuce loses its Maror 

flavour if let overly wet for long, it should be shaken off and then kept in the fridge 
▪ If you grate your own horseradish for Maror, you should do so before Shabbat and then store it 

sealed so that it retains its strength 
 
(5) PREPARING FOR AND RUNNING THE SHABBAT MEALS 
 
The basic principles that explain the preparations for Shabbat meals are: 
 

▪ Cleaning the home and kitchen for Pesach must be completed before Shabbat at the very latest 
▪ Chametz cannot be eaten after 11am BST (10am GMT) on Shabbat, Erev Pesach morning 
▪ We do not eat Matza on Erev Pesach 
▪ Despite the above we are still required to wash for Lechem Mishna as usual on Friday night and 

Shabbat day, which by necessity will mean that we need to eat some Challa or bread 
 
 
 
 

https://www.barnet.gov.uk/recycling-and-waste/bin-collections/pesach-collection-service-2021
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There are various ways to balance these Halachic considerations and below I outline one way to do so. (If 
your practice in the past has been to do differently, please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss 
further.) 
 

▪ At the latest the house and kitchen should be completely clean for Pesach on Friday 
▪ Although it is permissible purchase Chametz on Friday and continue to eat it until 11am BST (10am 

GMT) Shabbat morning, it is advisable to minimise such Chametz food for this Shabbat, both to avoid 
Chametz accidentally spreading, and in order not to have anything left over after the time Chametz 
becomes prohibited on Shabbat morning 

▪ On Friday night and Shabbat day the easiest arrangement is to eat fully Kosher LePesach meals. This 
means that any food prepared in ones’ kitchen for Shabbat must be Kosher LePesach, and served and 
eaten using Pesach utensils 

▪ Lechem Mishna alone needs to be Chametz. One should make Lechem Mishna on small Challa rolls 
or Pittas (HaMotzi not Mezonot) so as to minimise crumbs. The minimum quantity that is required 
should be baked or bought (about half a slice of bread per person) for each meal. These should be 
stored until the meal in sealed plastic bags. At the start of the Shabbat meal these should be eaten 
over bags or disposables (a plastic tablecloth or disposable plate), a little away from the table, so that 
any crumbs are “contained” in the plastic bag. Check for any crumb “leakage” and flush any crumbs 
in the toilet. The bags or disposables used with the Chametz should then be discarded in the regular 
rubbish bin 

▪ One can then say Birchat Hamazon and eat a non bread meal later for lunch, or continue with the 
rest of the Shabbat meal, with all Kosher LePesach food. The Pesach utensils used for the rest of the 
meal should not be brought to the table until after all crumbs have been cleared away. Alternatively, 
one may use disposable utensils 

▪ As mentioned, on Shabbat morning no Chametz can be eaten after 11am BST (10am GMT). This 
means that at the very least the Lechem Mishna component of the meal must be over before then. 
To accommodate this, we will start all our Shacharit Minyanim early, with the latest starting at 
8.30am BST (7.30am GMT) – please check the shul emails for further details 

▪ Kitniyot and Matza Ashira (egg matza) are also not eaten after this time 
▪ After all remaining Chametz is cleared up and locked away, one should recite the second Kol Chamira 

declaration, as would be done in regular year. This declaration should be made before 12.04am BST 
(11.04am GMT) 

 
(6) SHABBAT AFTERNOON 
 

▪ As mentioned, Matzah may not be eaten on Erev Pesach. Since neither Matzah nor bread can be 
eaten by this stage, the third Shabbat meal, Seuda Shelishit, can only consist of fruit, vegetables, 
dairy products, meat, fish or the like. One can also eat cooked (boiled but not baked) Matzah or 
Matza meal products (such as Kneidelach)  

▪ As mentioned, use the extra time of Shabbat Erev Pesach to learn more about the Haggadah and 
better prepare ideas and thoughts for the Seder 

▪ Take a Schluff! You deserve it!  
 
(7) MOTZEI SHABBAT / START OF PESACH 
 

▪ Any remaining preparations that were not completed before Shabbat can be made after nightfall on 
Motzei Shabbat at 8.13pm BST (7.13pm GMT). One should first say “Baruch HaMavdil Bein Kodesh 
leKodesh” 

▪ Light Yom Tov candles from a pre-existing flame 
▪ Kiddush and Havdalah are recited together at the start of the Seder, over the first cup, as printed in 

the Haggadah 
▪ Recite Borei Me’orei Ha’aish using the Yom Tov candles 
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▪ At the end of Maggid, before the second cup, there is a change to the text of the Berachah of “Asher 
GeAlanu” when said on Motzei Shabbat: we reverse the order and say “Min HaPesachim U’Min 
HaZevachim” (instead of the normal opposite order). This is due to the change in the order of 
sacrifices – Korban Pesach and Chagiga – when Erev Pesach falls on Shabbat 

 
 

SUMMARY AND CHECKLIST 
 

THURSDAY 25th March 
▪ Ta’anit Bechorot observed today 
▪ Siyum in Shul / Zoom after Shacharit 
▪ Ensure have sold Chametz 
▪ Bedikat Chametz after nightfall, 7.13pm. Say Kol Chamira 

 

FRIDAY 26th March 
▪ Complete any remaining Kashering of Kitchen. Put away Chametz utensils 
▪ Store separately and sealed Chametz still needed for Friday afternoon or Shabbat meals 

(Challa rolls) 
▪ Burn Chametz by 11.04am 
▪ Prepare Shabbat meals under Pesach rules 
▪ Prepare Kosher LePesach Shabbat meals with Pesach supplies and utensils 
▪ Prepare, bag and seal sufficient rolls or Pittas for Lechem Mishna on Friday night and 

Shabbat day 
▪ Prepare Seder supplies (bone, egg, salt water, lettuce, horseradish, charoset) 
▪ If possible, set Seder table 
▪ Change clocks to BST, 24 hours in advance of the country doing so (“Ner Yisrael time”) 
▪ Before start of Shabbat, light regular Shabbat candles, but also prepare a 24 or 48 hour 

candle for light Yom Tov Candles (and gas stovetop if relevant) 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
▪ Make Lechem Mishna over prepared small Challa rolls or Pittas. Eat them over the bags or 

disposables, a little away from the table. Check for any crumb “leakage” and flush crumbs 
in the toilet. Discard bags in bin 

▪ Bring Pesach utensils to the table and continue the rest of the meal with Pesach food 
 

SHABBAT DAY 27th March 
▪ Early Shacharit 
▪ Make Lechem Mishna over prepared small Challa rolls or Pittas. Eat them over the bags or 

disposables, a little away from the table. Check for any crumb “leakage” and flush crumbs 
in the toilet. Discard bags in bin. Ensure you finish Chametz part of meal by 11am BST 
(10am GMT) 

▪ Bring Pesach utensils to the table and continue the rest of the meal with Pesach food 
▪ Recite the second Kol Chamira declaration before 12.04pm BST (11.04am GMT) 
▪ Seuda Shelishit in the afternoon using fruit, vegetables, dairy products, meat, fish or the 

like 
▪ Motzei Shabbat is at 8.13pm BST (7.13pm GMT). Say “Baruch HaMavdil Bein Kodesh 

leKodesh” then one can light Yom Tov candles from a pre-existing flame 
 

 

Please be in touch if I can clarify anything further or help in any other way 
 

E: rabbizobin@gmail com 
M/ WhatsApp: 07929 630813 
Shul times and other Pesach information: updated HERE and sent out via email 
 

Pesach Kasher VeSameach! 

https://www.neryisrael.co.uk/pesach-2021--ner1.html

