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STAGE 2 – Guidelines for Garden Minyanim 
 
 
 
Dear all, 
 
 
By now many of you will have seen the updated guidelines from our community’s doctors, indicating 
that under very specific circumstances it may be safe to make garden Minyanim. 
 
The thought of being able to resume Tefilla with a Minyan is clearly very exciting – both in terms of 
being able once again to have Kaddish, Borechu and Keriat HaTorah, and more generally Tefilla 
BeTsibbur. 
 
However, in practice, both medically and Halachically, there are significant restrictions in how one can 
actually run such a Minyan. 
 
Medical 
 

• No more than 6 in any one garden, in total, including host 
 

• Vulnerable people should not participate in minyanim 
 

• Anyone with COVID symptoms, or members of their household, must not join a minyan. 
 

• Social distancing is maintained, with at least 2 metres between each person in their different 

gardens 
 

• If it starts raining the Minyan will have to be disbanded rather than being continued indoors. 
 
Halachic 
 

• The Halacha is clear – the health guidelines above must be followed 
 

• It is essential that the Minyan does not disturb neighbours. One should check that every 
neighbour adjacent to the Minyan, is genuinely comfortable with the minyan being run. There 
are particular concerns with front garden Minyanim since they are more likely to disturb 
neighbours and passers-by. This needs to be considered on a case-by-case basis since it might 
depend on set up and street (e.g. a very quiet cul-de-sac with large gardens might be different 
to ma through road) 

 

• The Halachot of creating a Minyan in separate gardens (i.e. what connects ten separate people 
into one "group") are complex. 
 

I will not mention all the Halachic sources, other than to say that one of the primary texts on this 
matter is the ruling given by the Chida – Rabbi Chaim Yosef David Azulei – in the late 1700s 
during a time of plague and quarantine in Italy. Ain Chadash Tachat haShemesh – there is 
nothing new under the sun! 
 

Due to the complexity of the Halachot, the below is only a summary, so please ask a specific 
Shaila for each set up: 
 

o A minyan is only created if: 
 

▪ The Minyan participants can see each other. This does not mean that all 
participants must be able to see all of the others, but that at least each participant 
can see – and be seen by – some of the others 
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▪ At least ten participants are able to hear the Sheliach Tsibbur (they do not all need to 
see him) 

 

▪ There cannot be a road or public thoroughfare between constituent parts of the 
Minyan. In other words, there must be at least ten participants on one side of the 
road 

 

o For Layening /Keriat HaTorah: 
 

▪ Please speak to me directly re how to store a Sefer Torah in a private home 
 

▪ The Sefer Torah should not be used if there is any rain, or even a drizzle 
 

▪ An Aliya can only be given to someone who is standing next to the Sefer Torah. 
Given government guidelines of 2m social distancing, in practice this means one can 
only call up the Ba'al Koreh and members of his household 

 

▪ This applies even in the presence of a Cohen 
 

▪ If there are not enough people in that household to cover all Aliyot: 
 

• If there is only one person (the Ba'al. Koreh) they should receive all the Aliyot 
 

• If several family members are present the Aliyot should be rotated between 
them. Under these circumstances two close relatives can be called up in 
succession (e.g. father - son or two brothers) 

 

• In any situation where there are not enough participants to allow for 8 separate 
aliyot, Maftir is omitted and immediately after the 7th aliyah, haftorah is read by 
the person who received the 7th aliyah. In this situation half kaddish is not said 
in its usual slot – between Layening and haftorah – but after Haftorah 

 

o For Hagbaah and Gelila: 
 

▪ Only members of the same household should do Hagbaah and Gelila together 
 

▪ If only one person is available for this, then they should do both Hagbaah and Gelila. 
This is achieved by lifting and rotating the Sefer Torah and then laying it back down 
on the Bima to roll up and cover 

 

• If the Minyan is in breach of the health guidelines the Minyan should not take place, nor 
should one join such a Minyan even for Kaddish 

 

• It is not an obligation to join such a Minyan if you're nervous to do so, or feel that you 

cannot daven properly in that setting 

 
 
For those of us unable to join a Minyan, our Tefillot are, of course, still invaluable. Whilst davening 
alone can be challenging, it also offers us the chance for inner reflection and Kavana, sometimes 
without some of the distractions of communal prayer. 
 
Equally, we know that Kaddish is only one way of bringing merit to those we have lost. Kaddish is not a 
memorial prayer that looks back but rather looks forward, in asking that the inspiration we received 
from those we lost should live on through bring about a world of greater Kedusha and sanctity. As such 
where one cannot say or arrange Kaddish, then a commitment to a particular Torah learning project, 
Tsedaka, Chessed or some other Mitvza is more than a good substitute. 
 
With the Tefilla that all our prayers should be answered, in friendship, 
 
Rabbi Zobin 


