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SHEMINI SHEL PESACH 

The impact of Miracles 

In the Shirat Hayam, Rashi brings on the passuk “zeh Keli ve’anveyhu” (Shmos 15.2) that the 
humblest maidservant saw that which even the greatest prophet never merited to see. So 
what was it that she saw? A similarly perplexing question is brought after Matan Torah 
where it says, "All the people saw the sounds". You can hear sound; but to see it? What is to 
be understood from this?  

I suggest that the reference to what the maidservant saw, is a reference to the moment 
immediately after kriyat Yam Suf. It does not refer to all the cumulative build up of the 
events leading to this moment.  

Their purpose 

To address these puzzles, we need to look at the purpose of the miracles and the wonders 
which led to these moments. Their importance is constantly brought home in the numerous 
daily, weekly and Yom Tov references to yetziat Mitzrayim. The Ten Commandments could 
be expected to concentrate (entirely) on how we must behave. Yet they open with the 
reference to what might be considered (just?) an historic event.  

Rabbi Asher Weiss (shlita) quotes Rabbenu Yona (on Berachot 2b): "The whole purpose of          
yetziat Mitzrayim was accepting the yoke of Heaven and God's kingship over us". He 
explains that a “nes” is not just a miracle; it is also a banner. This is an element of Hashem’s 
mode of operation. To serve as a banner to show that all – both natural and supernatural – 
are in His hands. Just as a flag symbolises ownership and leadership over a city or country; 
so does each nes proclaim Hashem’s lordship over all creation.  

The power of each miracle cannot adequately be put into words. Some have likened each to 
the effect of a giant gong which terrified the whole world at that time, and its echoes 
continue to reverberate to penetrate man's consciousness right down to today and for all 
time.  

Connection with Shema 

The acceptance of Ohl Malchut Shamayim as a result of the miracles is mirrored by the 
kavanna that is required when we start saying the Shema. This mitzvah (according to 
Avudraham) is the first of the ten positive mitzvot in the Shema. At the beginning of the 
Shema, we cover our eyes – not simply so that we cannot see; but so that we can raise our 
levels of concentration. And when we conclude the Shema and its berachot, we are 
enjoined to move seamlessly into the Amida so that we trust and will be worthy of Olam 
Haba. How is this supposed to work? 

 

Rabbi Weiss explains: "When a person mentions yetziat Mitzrayim and then immediately 
davens the Amida (making requests of Hashem), he is demonstrating that he trusts God in                 
for all his needs". At kriyat Yam Suf Bnei Yisrael trusted Hashem (and Moshe) and sang 
Shira.  The absolute unqualified demonstration of trust merits earning a place in Olam Haba.  

Shira 

The Shirat Hayam is referred to as one of the ten occasions of pure song to the Almighty. 
(The reference can be found in the first verse of the Targum to Shir Hashirim. For details of 
the other nine, look there – or, more accessibly for the English reader, in the Artscroll 
version on Song of Songs.) 

The final (tenth) song is to herald moshiach. (It is termed shir rather than shira). This gives 
the clue to the foundation of these songs. They are an outpouring of joy towards the 
Almighty; a spontaneous moment of exhilaration; and a point in time when the harmony 
with which the Almighty created the world is recognised. 

Ultimate Connections 

The connections become apparent. There were ten utterances with which the world was 
created. They took the lamb on the tenth day of Nissan before leaving Egypt. There were to 
be Ten Commandments, the first of which was to refer to the current experience. There 
would be ten songs of perfect praise to God in the lifetime of man's sojourn in this world. It 
all fitted together.  

Additionally, other events which, until now, had all seemed so inexplicable finally began to 
all make sense. People no longer had to rely on their eyes to “see” what was going on; they 
could perceive it with all its meaning and colour. They no longer relied purely on sight but 
achieved a level of insight as to the way in which God runs the world. Simple vision turned 
to the ability to envision what was going on and why. The sounds could indeed be “seen” on 
this level of perception. That is what the maidservant (and all the generation of the midbar) 
understood. This was far beyond even the prophetic visions of the navi. 

And all these connections between love and trust in the Almighty; how our reliance on His 
favours is bound up in our acceptance of His authority and the ohl Malchut Shamayim; and 
towards our understanding the way Hashem runs the world lead to the deepest connection 
of all – the ability to join with the Schechina. Once this level can be reached there can be a 
discernment of the ultimate harmony which He injected into creation. And all this results in 
the spontaneous outpouring of shira. 

May our efforts hasten the day when we will be able to give voice to the tenth and ultimate 
Shir.  


