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Vayikra 23:15-22
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15 And you shall count for yourselves, from the morrow of the rest day
from the day you bring the omer as a wave offering seven weeks; they
shall be complete. 16 You shall count until the day after the seventh
week, [namely,] the fiftieth day, [on which] you shall bring a new meal
offering to the Lord. 17 From your dwelling places, you shall bring
bread, set aside, two [loaves] [made from] two tenths [of an ephah];
they shall be of fine flour, [and] they shall be baked leavened, the first
offering to the Lord. 18 And associated with the bread, you shall bring
seven unblemished lambs in their [first] year, one young bull, and two
rams these shall be a burnt offering to the Lord, [along with] their meal
offering and libations a fire offering [with] a spirit of satisfaction to the
Lord. 19 And you shall offer up one he goat as a sin offering, and two
lambs in their [first] year as a peace offering. 20 And the kohen shall
wave them in conjunction with the first offering bread as a waving
before the Lord, along with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the
Lord, [and] belong to the kohen. 21 And you shall designate on this
very day a holy occasion it shall be for you; you shall not perform any
work of labor. [This is] an eternal statute in all your dwelling places
throughout your generations. 22 When you reap the harvest of your
Land, you shall not completely remove the corner of your field during
your harvesting, and you shall not gather up the gleanings of your
harvest. [Rather,] you shall leave these for the poor person and for the
stranger. I am the Lord, your God.

o¥» NIWa naman 0% onIooy (1)
ninaY vay -mum -my nx nnxm
n:m naman Ty (m) 'u”-m nm:n
algei ) o ownn mon ny’:ww
a:wn:zwmm (™) ?17"7 'nz;'m anan
1Y "W 0Py 751]3‘1 anb mv:n
D’WD: ghiats B galy -u”-m nbo
nyaw nn‘ﬂ by DRAIPI) (n*) pw’b
P21 T MY o onn oad
?17*5 -:bv D 7 nb’m R
717”7 rmu ™ AwR alyolehy anmm
nxunb MY DY un’wm (u’)
(:) nmbw n:rb a7kl mzz:: "1
o220 anb “7:7 ank 11797 I
wTp mz;:: DY 717’ 197 -mun
IDESJ: anx'm (x0) 1':3‘7 717*‘7 1’7’
-b: n:’? ‘l"i’ ‘tzm mm -m iy
abw mn Wyn XY -m:sz jabhyia
(:3) a:wn'wb aa’n:tzzm ‘73:1
7790 xb mxwx EPIN z:mx?m
mvbn xb wx? vPY) mv: -['nz; nxs

w‘m ?w’ IR anx :wn wm ’:vb

Rashi on Vayikra 23:15
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They shall be complete: This comes to teach us that one must begin 1M PNNNY PN [N NN

counting from the evening, because otherwise, they would not
“complete”.
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Masechet Yevamot 62b
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It was said that Rebbe Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of disciples,
from Gabbata to Antipatris; and all of them died at the same time
because they did not treat each other with respect. The world
remained desolate until Rebbe Akiva came to our masters in the
South and taught the Torah to them. These were Rebbe Meir, Rebbe
Yehudah, Rebbe Yossi, Rebbe Shimon, and Rebbe Eleazar ben
Shammua; and it was they who revived the Torah at that time. A
Tanna taught: All of them died between Pesach and Shavuot. Rav
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Chama bar Abba or, it might be said, Rebbe Chiyya bar Avin said:
All of them died a cruel death. What was it? Rav Nahman replied:
croup.
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Rabbi Yaakov Chaim Sofer, Kaf HaChaim 493:26
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Rabbi Chaim Vital wrote that the reason for the rejoicing [on Lag
B’Omer] is for the students that Rabbi Akiva added afterwards, who did
not die like those [first twenty-four thousand]...I wrote this to teach that
there is a basis to the custom mentioned above [to go to Meron and
celebrate on Lag B’Omer], particularly because Rabbi Shimon bar
Yochai was one of the five great students of Rabbi Akiva, and therefore
his time of happiness is Lag B’Omer.
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Chatam Sofer, Responsa, Yoreh Deah 233
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It says in the Midrash that from the time the Jews finished the food
that they brought out from Egypt they went for three days without
bread, and afterwards the manna began to fall. [If we calculate the
days] the manna therefore began to fall on Lag B’Omer.
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Pesikta Zutarta 65b on Vayikra 23:22

= TIRY 0 0T 2R RNWIT XNP0R

[23:22] Why does Scripture place this [passage] in the very middle of
[the laws regarding] the Festivals-with Passover and Shavuot on one
side and Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot on the other? To
teach that whoever gives vp?, gleanings, Im2W, forgotten sheaves, and
nxs, the corners, to the poor in the appropriate manner, is treated as if
he had built the Holy Temple and offered up his sacrifices within it...
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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Emor (5768) — Counting Time

1. “Count off seven full weeks” 2. “Count off fifty days”...Within Judaism there are two kinds of time. One
way of seeing this is in a Talmudic story...: They used to say about Shammai the elder that all his life he ate
in honour of the Sabbath...But Hillel the elder had a different approach, for all his deeds were for the sake of
heaven, as it is said, “Blessed be the Lord day by day” (Ps. 68: 20)...Shammai lived in teleological time,
time as a journey toward a destination...Hillel, by contrast, lived each day in and for itself, without regard to
what came before or what would come after...It follows that the counting of the Omer also has two
temporal dimensions. On the one hand, it belongs to cyclical time. The forty-nine days represent the period
of the grain harvest...[e]ach day brought forth its own blessing in the form of new grain, and each therefore
called for its own act of thanksgiving. This is time as Hillel and R. Hai Gaon understood it. “Count off fifty
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days”...But the Omer is also part of historical time. It represents the journey from Egypt to Sinai, from
exodus to revelation...In this sense, the 49 days represent an unbroken historical sequence...Miss one stage,
and one is in danger of losing everything. This is time as Halakhot Gedolot understood it: “Count off seven
full weeks,” with the emphasis on “full, complete, unbroken.”




