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Parsha Plug: Parshat Behar Bechukotai

Vayikra 26:3-13
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3 If you follow My statutes and observe My commandments and
perform them, 4 I will give your rains in their time, the Land will
yield its produce, and the tree of the field will give forth its fruit. 5
Your threshing will last until the vintage, and the vintage will last
until the sowing; you will eat your food to satiety, and you will live
in security in your land. 6 And I will grant peace in the Land, and
you will lie down with no one to frighten [you]; I will remove
wild beasts from the Land, and no army will pass through your
land; 7 You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the
sword before you; 8 Five of you will pursue a hundred, and a
hundred of you will pursue ten thousand, and your enemies will fall
by the sword before you. 9 I will turn towards you, and I will make
you fruitful and increase you, and I will set up My covenant with
you. 10 You will eat very old [produce], and you will clear out the
old from before the new. 11 And I will place My dwelling in your
midst, and My Spirit will not reject you; 12 I will walk among you
and be your God, and you will be My people. 13 I am the Lord, your
God, Who took you out of the land of Egypt from being slaves to
them; and I broke the pegs of your yoke and led you upright.
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Ramban on Vayikra 26:6
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you, and man will not wage war against his brother.

And I will grant peace in the Land: That there will be peace between
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Netivot Shalom Parshat Naso 35
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In the Minor Tractates of the Talmud there is a section at the end
called Perek HaShalom, because every Mishnah begins with the
words ‘Great is shalom’. It is brought there that the name of God
i1s Shalom, the name of Moshiach is Shalom, and Israel is called
Shalom...The reason that God is called Shalom, as it is written
‘Oseh Shalom Bimromav’, is because...there is nothing created in
the world that is not composed of the four elements: fire, wind,
water, and earth. These elements are opposed because water
extinguishes fire, and wind blows out fire, and so too each is
opposite the other...Shalom is the wholeness that is in creation
through merging all of the parts and elements, and the matching
between them until each part fits with the other and completes it.
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Rashi on Vayikra 23:15
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And I will grant peace: You might say, “Here is food, and here is
drink, but if there is no peace, there is nothing!” Therefore it states
after all this [blessing], “I will grant peace in the Land.” From here,
[we learn] that peace is equal to everything else. And so we say,
“Maker of peace” and “Creator of all” in the same breath.
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Chizkuni on Vayikra 26:6
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And I will grant peace in the Land: Rashi explains, ‘And so we say,
“Maker of peace” and “Creator of all” in the same breath.” But the
verse is actually written, “Creator of light and Creator of darkness,
Maker of peace and Maker of evil.”
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Rav Frand, Parshat Naso, Peace Begins at Home, https://torah.org/torah-portion/ravfrand-5757-naso/

Peace is the most important of all blessings. “Without peace there is nothing” [Sifra Bechukosai]. “G-d did
not find a vessel that could hold blessing other than Peace” [Uktzin 3:12]. A person can have health, wealth,
children, everything. But if he doesn’t have Shalom, he doesn’t have anything. Maseches Berachot, the first
tractate of the Talmud, ends with the words “G-d grants strength to His nation; G-d will bless His nation
with Peace” [Tehillim 29:11]. The last tractate in Talmud, Uktzin, contains the above quoted Mishneh (G-d
did not find a vessel that could hold blessing other than Peace). Shalom is the key to everything. Peace and
the lack thereof always involve more than one person. If a person doesn’t have peace with his wife or his
neighbor, there are at least two people involved. If there is no peace in the world it is between countries.
Why then, is the blessing for Peace in the singular. The Menachem Zion says that the premise of the
question is a mistake. Indeed, a person needs Shalom. But the most primary need for peace is between a
person and himself. One must be at peace with oneself. If we look at people and talk with people throughout
various stages of their lives, we invariably find that people are torn about what they should do and what they
should not do. There is sometimes inner conflict and inner turmoil about how people should lead their lives.
This is something that affects young and old, Jew and non-Jew. The whole matter of “mid-life crises” is that
a person has no inner peace. He reaches 40 or 45 and asks himself “Is this what I really want to do? Is this
what it is really all about?”” Again, there is no peace. The place where Peace has to begin is “at home” — a
person has to be at peace with himself. People who are always upset, always fighting, never happy with
everybody else, are ultimately and essentially not at peace with themselves. People who are disappointed;
people who are dissatisfied with themselves — are dissatisfied with everything else, as well. Therefore,
when the Torah gives us the blessing of Peace [in the form of Birkat Kohanim], G-d knows where to start.
He starts with the individual. “V’Yasem Lecha Shalom.” Once a person has inner peace, he can have peace
with his wife, peace with his family, and ultimately peace with the entire world. But it starts with himself.




