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Shemot 25:22-30

b_25:770 MY

22 There I will meet with you, and I will impart to you—from above the
cover, from between the two cherubim that are on top of the Ark of the
Pact—all that I will command you concerning the Israelite people. 23 You
shall make a table of acacia wood, two cubits long, one cubit wide, and a
cubit and a half high. 24 Overlay it with pure gold, and make a gold molding
around it. 25 And you shall make for it a frame a handbreadth [wide] all
around, and you shall make a golden crown for its frame all around. 26 And
you shall make for it four golden rings, and you shall place the rings on the
four corners that are on its four legs. 27 The rings shall be opposite the
frame as holders for the poles [with which] to carry the table. 28 And you
shall make the poles of acacia wood, and you shall overlay them with gold,
and the table shall be carried with them. 29 And you shall make its forms, its
spoons, its half pipes, and its supports with which it will be covered; of pure
gold you shall make them. 30 And you shall place on the table showbread
before Me at all times.
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Chizkuni on Shemot 26:35
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“And the candlestick was facing the table.” This was in order to illuminate the
surface of the table. As it says in Parshat Behaalotecha: “When you mount the
lamps, let the seven lamps give light at the front of the lampstand” (Bamidbar
8:2). This is to say toward the table, for it was across from the menorah that
illuminated it with its seven lamps.
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Tur HaAruch on Shemot 25:23
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“You are to construct a table”: For the table is a symbol of wealth, honor,
distinction, and greatness. Ramban writes that the significance of the table lies in
it being a reminder that all material blessings are channeled to us from the original
source, from God, ever since He created the world.
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Rabbeinu Bachya on Shemot 25:23
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“You are to construct a table”: It has already been demonstrated that there was a
real need for the Ark seeing that it served to house the Tablets. The kapporet was also
essential as it served as the lid for the Ark...The cherubs on top of the kapporet were
needed to demonstrate that there are such beings as angels. But what was the need for
the table? The question is equally relevant to the presence of the table in the
Tabernacle as to its presence in the Temple. According to the plain meaning of the
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text the table was needed in order that the show-breads which the Torah commanded
to be ever-present in the Tabernacle (Temple) could be placed upon it. These
show-breads were necessary as the basic minimum to which God’s bounty could
attach itself. The weekly offerings of these show-breads were consumed by the priests
who performed the service in the Tabernacle or Temple during the week in question.
A small part of this bread was sufficient for many priests. Our sages in Masechet
Yoma 39 illustrated this point when they said that if a priest received as little as the
size of a bean of that bread this would suffice to still his hunger. This then is the
reason that this structure was called “table,” seeing God provided His blessing for the
bread which was placed upon it [17%w/An372 2], From this table God’s blessing for
the food of the Jewish people would proliferate to all parts of the country, indeed to
all parts of the earth...A Midrashic approach: the word o°vw in the phrase 75w nwn
DLW XY, “you are to construct a table out of shittim wood,” may be understood as an
acrostic of the first letters of the words 72°m2 ;v ;72w ,019w; we also find similar
acrostics in connection with the Ark and the Altar, i.e. that these furnishings of the
Tabernacle contained within them the essence of all the principal blessings man is in
need of. In fact, the table (in each person’s house) symbolizes the altar, the instrument
through which man is able to achieve atonement for his errors. The bread on the table
is considered as a surrogate for animal sacrifice on the altar provided man is generous
and shares his blessings with the poor. This is the deeper meaning of what the sages
said (Berachot 55) when they commented on Ezekiel 41,22 wow yy namm
70199 WK IIPWI AT PR 27X, “and the altar, a wooden block, three cubits
high...and He said to me: ‘this is the table before Hashem.” The remarkable thing in
that vision is that it commenced with the altar and concluded with the table. The
message to Ezekiel was that as long as the Temple was standing and the altar was
functioning, man’s atonement was achieved through the sacrifices offered on the
altar. When there is no altar upon which to offer sacrifices, man must achieve his
atonement by means of his table. It became an accepted practice amongst the pious
Jews of France to construct their caskets out of the wood of their tables in order to
demonstrate the idea that their table become the means of their atonement just as
death is the means to achieve our ultimate atonement. It also was to signify that man
does not take with him any of the material things he enjoyed on earth. The only thing
he can take with him is the evidence of the charitable deeds he performed while alive.
The table was a symbol of such good deeds. This is also why the sages said that he
who spends a long time over his meal will have his life extended”.
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Rabbi Binyomin Adler “Carry On”: Parshat Terumah ‘Partners In Torah’

[T]he staves were placed on the side of the Ark to carry it, but they did not actually function in that capacity. Rather,
the Ark carried and sustained the people. Those who acknowledge G-d as their sole provider reflect the Talmudic
dictum that the Ark carried those who carried it. The Table, however, represents people who feel the need to
constantly carry their loads with them. Thus, regarding the Table, the verse says “and the Table shall be carried
through them,” implying that the people actually carried the Table (Shemot 25:28). In our lives, we are faced with the
challenge of striking the right balance between working to earn a livelihood and recognizing that it is G-d Who is
really carrying our burden. At times, we mistakenly believe that we are the ones who must carry the burden. The
message of the Ark carrying itself reminds us that, while we have the responsibility of carrying the burden, it is
ultimately G-d Who provides.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “The Home We Build Together”: Terumah 5774

The narrative [of the Mishkan] takes almost the whole of the last third of the book of Exodus. Why so long? Why
such detail? The Tabernacle was, after all, only a temporary home for the Divine presence, eventually superseded by
the Temple in Jerusalem. Besides which, why is the making of the Mishkan in the book of Exodus at all? Its natural
place seems to be in the book of Vayikra, Leviticus, which is overwhelmingly devoted to an account of the service of
the Mishkan and the sacrifices that were offered there...The answer, it seems to me, is profound. First, recall the
history of the Israelites until now. It has been a long series of complaints... If an unprecedented sequence of miracles
cannot bring about a mature response on the part of the people, what will? It is then that God said: Let them build
something together. This simple command transformed the Israelites. During the whole construction of the tabernacle
there were no complaints. The people contributed, some gold, some silver, some bronze, some brought skins and
drapes, others gave their time and skill. They gave so much that Moses had to order them to stop. A remarkable
proposition is being framed: It is not what God does for us that transforms us. It is what we do for God. So long as
every crisis was dealt with by Moses and miracles, the Israelites remained in a state of dependency. Their default
response was complaint. For them to grow to adulthood and responsibility, there had to be a transition from passive
recipients of God’s blessings to active creators. The people had to become God’s “partners in the work of creation.”
That, I believe, is what the sages meant when they said, “Call them not ‘your children’ but ‘your builders.”” People
have to become builders if they are to grow from childhood to adulthood. Judaism is God’s call to responsibility. He
does not want us to rely on miracles. He does not want us to be dependent on others. He wants us to become His
partners, recognising that what we have, we have from Him, but what we make of what we have is up to us, our
choices and our effort. This is not an easy balance to achieve. It is easy to live a life of dependency. It is equally easy
in the opposite direction to slip into the mistake of saying “My power and the strength of my hands have produced
this wealth for me” (Deut. 8: 17). The Jewish view of the human condition is that everything we achieve is due to our
own efforts, but equally and essentially the result of God’s blessing. The building of the Tabernacle was the first
great project the Israelites undertook together. It involved their generosity and skill. It gave them the chance to give
back to God a little of what He had given them. It conferred on them the dignity of labour and creative endeavour. It
brought to closure their birth as a nation and it symbolised the challenge of the future.




