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Parsha Plug: Parshat Yitro
Shemot 20:15-23 ADTIVID MRW
15 And all the people saw the voices and the torches, the sound of the | ~nX) npa- nx ) mz-rb:n ()

shofar, and the smoking mountain, and the people saw and trembled; so
they stood from afar. 16 They said to Moses, "You speak with us, and we
will hear, but let God not speak with us lest we die." 17 But Moses said to
the people, "Fear not, for God has come in order to exalt you, and in order
that His awe shall be upon your faces, so that you shall not sin." 18 The
people remained far off, but Moses drew near to the opaque darkness,
where God was. 19 The Lord said to Moses, "So shall you say to the
children of Israel, You have seen that from the heavens I have spoken with
you. 20 You shall not make [images of anything that is] with Me. Gods of
silver or gods of gold you shall not make for yourselves. 21 An altar of
earth you shall make for Me, and you shall slaughter beside it your burnt
offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your cattle. Wherever I
allow My name to be mentioned, I will come to you and bless you. 22 And
when you make for Me an altar of stones, you shall not build them of hewn
stones, lest you wield your sword upon it and desecrate it. 23 And you shall
not ascend with steps upon My altar, so that your nakedness shall not be
exposed upon it." "
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Ibn Ezra on Shemot 20:15
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All of the people saw: There are a lot of examples like this, like “See
the smell of my son” and “for you have brought us into foul odor in
the eyes of Paro” and “the light is sweet”. This poetic phrasing is
because all five senses originate from one place-- the head. And the
reason for the emphasis that all of the people saw is to show that all
saw-- men, women, and child.

312 P9 AIRT WD MNP0 0030 - DR ovn 9O
MNW) 1117 DR aNwR2T WX (72,12 NPwR2)
M2y an (7 LR N9aR) MRT PIm L(RD LT
DY RITW TR 2P MWAT wan 93 MNanni
TTOIRY OPW - 2RI ava D)

,av) .Enn
A0 W DWIR K997

Hadar Zekeinim on Shemot 20:15
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All of the people saw the sounds: This is tough, because how could they
have seen the voice? The answer is that God’s voice is different for it is
fire. As it is written “The voice of the Lord cleaves with flames of fire”
(Tehillim 29:7). From this they saw the sounds coming out from His
mouth and returning and engraving the tablets.
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Rashi on Shemot 20:15
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And all of the people saw: This statement teaches that there was not one person who | 727 wa iopzaRiai o e o il
could not see among them. And from where do we learn that there was not a person | M7 X% 131 X0 TR 072
among them who could not speak? From Shemot 19:8: “And all the people |,ovn 22 1y7 5"R 209 alyie}
answered”. And from where do we learn that there was not a person among them | 5"n ?wn hg; ma wa T
who could not hear? From Shemot 24:7: “We will do and we will hear”. $ifalray Iyl g3l
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And all the people saw the sounds: They saw what was visible and heard | %737 PRI - "M9pn DR o°X11 ovn 591"
what was audible. These are the words of Rebbe Yishmael. Rebbe Akiva | X2°py 527 HRYAW® ' 0127 ,ynW0In Pymw
says: They saw what was audible and they heard what was visible. SR PYMIY (VARIT) PRI IR

Kli Yakar on Shemot 20:15:1 N2 MR P W3

Each word God spoke became palpable and tangible to the extent | 7% ,7"2p7 %9 XYW NAT NAT 20w 3INWH 2P 71N
that it took on physical form and could be seen in the air as | 7R 1AW ¥ Mwnn 3" 12 7 727 MR QWANI
floating letters as if they were written in front of them. 0197 2113 97 777 12°KI1 M7 N1NIRG 95 MK

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Re’eh: Seeing and Hearing 5768

G-d is to be found not by looking but by listening. He lives in words — the words He spoke to the patriarchs and
matriarchs, prophets and priests; ultimately in the words of the Torah itself — the words through which we are to
interpret all other words. Why is G-d revealed in words? Because words are what makes us persons. Language makes
homo sapiens unique. Because we have language, we can think. We can stand back, reflectively, from the data
provided by our senses. We can ask questions. Human beings are the only species known to us in the universe
capable of asking the question, Why?...If you seek G-d, turn your attention to language — not to people, places or
objects. The hidden presence of G-d is everywhere. But the revealed presence of G-d is in the words He gave to
humanity on the basis of which He made a series of covenants, first with Noah, then with Abraham, then with the
Israelites at Mount Sinai. The Mosaic books constitute the covenant binding heaven and earth, G-d and mankind.
Hence the philosophy of Israel — so different from that of ancient Greece, the European Enlightenment and
contemporary science: To meet G-d is to listen to G-d. The apparent counterexample of Re’eh, “See,” turns out to be
not a contradiction of this idea but a dramatic reiteration of it. “See, I am placing before you both a blessing and a
curse.” What the Israelites were asked to see was words.
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From where do we know there is a call to teshuvah every day? T O 952 72WN MOMYNT DIRY X2 1NN
From this-- that we heard a voice at Har Sinai “I am your God and mnw) 7% 770 K2 021X 10 T2 7P DR NYHvY
you shall not, etc” from God’s mouth. This voice is recorded on our MAMYNT R MY 1292 awn a1 ' oen (-2,
hearts and from this comes a call to teshuvah every day. .0 952 72wn




