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Vayikra 10:16-20

9=T1:% RPN

16 And Moshe thoroughly investigated concerning the sin
offering he goat, and behold, it had been burnt! So he was
angry with Eleazar and Itamar, Aharon’s surviving sons,
saying, 17 "Why did you not eat the sin offering in the holy
place? For it is holy of holies, and He has given it to you to
gain forgiveness for the sin of the community, to effect their
atonement before the Lord! 18 Behold, its blood was not
brought into the Sanctuary within, so you should have surely
eaten it within holy [precincts], as I commanded!" 19 And
Aharon spoke to Moshe, "But today, did they offer up their
sin offering and their burnt offering before the Lord? But [if
tragic events] like these had befallen me, and if [ had eaten a
sin offering today, would it have pleased the Lord?" 20
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Moshe heard [this], and it pleased him.
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Masechet Zevachim 101a-101b
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R. Judah and R. Simeon explain it thus: Moshe said ‘Why have
you not eaten the sin-offering? Perhaps the blood entered the
innermost sanctuary?’ Aharon answered, ‘The blood of it was
not brought into the sanctuary’. Moshe said, ‘Perhaps it passed
without its barrier?” Aharon said, ‘It was in the sanctuary’.
Moshe responded, ‘And perhaps you offered it in bereavement,
and thus disqualified it?” Aharon answered, ‘Moshe, did they
offer it, that bereavement should disqualify?! I offered it.’
Moshe said, ‘And perhaps you were negligent through your
grief, and it was defiled?” Aharon responded, ‘Moshe, am I thus
in your eyes, that I would despise Divine sacrifices? And there
have befallen me such things as these-- and even many more,
yet would I not despise Divine sacrifices.” Moshe answered, ‘If
so and the blood of it was not brought within, and it was in the
sanctuary, then you should certainly have eaten it, as I
commanded!-- that they should eat it in their bereavement!’
Aharon said, ‘Perhaps you heard thus only of the night, he
suggested. For if you apply it to the day, [you may argue] a
minori from tithe, which is of lesser holiness, [that it is not so].
For if the Torah said of tithe, which is of lesser holiness, ‘I have
not eaten thereof in my mourning’, how much more so does it
apply to sacrifices, which are more holy!” After hearing
Aharon’s answer, we read, ‘and when Moshe heard that, it was
pleasing in his sight’. He admitted his error, and was not
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ashamed [to excuse himself] by saying, ‘I had not heard it’, but,
‘I heard it and forgot.’
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should not be eaten by an onen.

Rav Huna taught: There are three places when Moshe became angry, and the
halacha was hidden from him: When the manna was left over and he forgot to
teach the laws of Shabbat, when he was angry at the officers in battle he
forgot to teach the laws of purification of vessels, and when he was angry
with Aharon and his sons for not eating the chatat offering, when the halacha | 17
was that only the inauguration offerings needed to be eaten but the chatat
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Masechet Pesachim 66b
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Reish Lakish said: Any person who becomes angry, if he is a
Torah scholar, his wisdom departs from him, and if he is a
prophet, his prophecy departs from him. The Gemara explains:
That if he is a Torah scholar his wisdom departs from him is
learned from Moshe, as it is written: ‘And Moshe became angry
with the officers of the host, the captains over thousands and the
captains over hundreds, who came from the battle’ (Bamidbar
31:14). And what was his punishment? As it is written afterward:
‘And Elazar the priest said to the men of war who went to the
battle: This is the statute of the law, which the Lord commanded
Moses’ (Bamidbar 31:21), which proves by inference that this law
had become hidden from Moshe due to his anger.
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Baal HaTurim on Vayikra 9:1 RIP 27w bya
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Moshe said: Because I refused for seven days at the burning bush, I [ 9% nwn  mX
merited to serve as the Kohen Gadol for seven days (as seen in Vayikra | 2»° 't °n27ow
Rabba 11:6) [meaning God’s anger with Moshe for refusing, resulted in | °n°>1 X% 702
him not being the Kohen Gadol in general, and only because his refusal | 2n° 't ROR wnw>
came from humility did he merit to be the Kohen Gadol for seven days]. (X "pM)

Rambam Mishneh Torah Hilchot Deot 2:3
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Anger is also an exceptionally bad quality. It is fitting and
proper that one move away from it and adopt the opposite
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https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.31.21
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extreme. He should school himself not to become angry
even when it is fitting to be angry. If he should wish to
arouse fear in his children and household - or within the
community, if he is a communal leader - and wishes to be
angry at them to motivate them to return to the proper path,
he should present an angry front to them to punish them,
but he should be inwardly calm. He should be like one who
acts out the part of an angry man in his wrath, but is not
himself angry. The early Sages said: Anyone who becomes
angry is like one who worships idols. They also said:
Whenever one becomes angry, if he is a wise man, his
wisdom leaves him; if he is a prophet, his prophecy leaves
him. The life of the irate is not true life.
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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Anger: Its Uses and Abuses (Ki Tissa 5778)

In both cases [first at the breaking of the tablets and then at the striking of the rock], Moses
performed a gesture of anger. Why was one commended, the other condemned? Why was a
show of anger appropriate in one case but not in the other? Is anger always wrong when shown
by a leader, or is it sometimes necessary?..When you are a leader, you are often at the
receiving end of people’s anger. You learn to live with it and not let it depress or deflect you.
However when someone who clearly cares for you, gets angry with you, not because he or she
disagrees with you, but simply because they see you doing yourself harm, it can change your
life in a way few other things can. You come to see the point of Maimonides’ distinction as
well. Therapeutic anger, if we can call it that, is done not out of emotion but out of careful,
deliberate judgment that this is what the situation calls for right now. The person who delivers
the shock is not so much feeling anger as showing it. That is what makes it all the more
shocking. There are families and cultures where anger is used all too often. This is abusive and
harmful. Anger is bad for the person who feels it and often for the one who receives it. But
sometimes there are situations that demand it, where putting up with someone’s bad behaviour
is damaging, and where making excuses for it can become a form of co-dependency. Friends
and family, intending no more than to be tolerant and kind, in effect make it easy for the
person to stay addicted to bad habits, at a cost to his and others’ happiness. Maimonides on
Moses teaches us that we should try to conquer our feelings of anger. But when we see
someone or a group acting wrongly, we may have to show anger even if we don’t feel it.
People sometimes need that shock to help them change their lives.




