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Parsha Plug: Parshat Mikeitz and Chanukah

Bereshit 41:46-57, 42:1
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46 Yosef was thirty years old when he stood before Paro the king of
Egypt, and Yosef went out from before Paro and passed through the
entire land of Egypt. 47 And in the seven years of plenty, [the inhabitants
of] the land gathered [food] by handfuls. 48 And he collected all the food
of the seven years that was in the land of Egypt, and he placed food in the
cities, the food of the field surrounding the city, he put within it. 49 And
Yosef gathered grain like the sand of the sea, in great abundance, until
[one] stopped counting, because there was no number. 50 And to Yosef
were born two sons before the year of the famine set in, whom Osnat the
daughter of Poti Phera, the governor of On, bore to him. 51 And Yosef
named the firstborn Menashe, for "God has caused me to forget all my
toil and all my father's house." 52 And the second one he named
Ephraim, for "God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction." 53
And the seven years of plenty that were in the land of Egypt were
finished. 54 And the seven years of famine began, as Yosef had said, and
there was famine in all the lands, but throughout the land of Egypt there
was bread. 55 When the entire land of Egypt hungered, the people cried
out to Paro for bread, but Paro said to all the Egyptians, "Go to Yosef;
what he tells you, do." 56 Now the famine spread over all the face of the
land, and Yosef opened all the storehouses in which there was grain, and
he sold it to the Egyptians, and the famine intensified in the land of
Egypt. 57 And all the inhabitants of the land came to Egypt to Yosef to
purchase, for the famine had intensified in the entire land. 1 Yaakov saw
that there was grain being sold in Egypt; so Yaakov said to his sons,
"Why do you appear satiated?"
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Rabbeinu Bachya on Bereshit 41:56
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“And the famine spread over the entire land”: This is a reference to the wealthy
people who were struck by the famine no less than the poor. The reason the
wealthy are referred to as y X7 "19, is because all the people turn to the wealthy.
From here we learn that the first who felt the famine were the wealthy. “The
famine remained strong in the land of Egypt”: They were eating, and were not

feeling sated.
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Radak on Bereshit 41:51
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God granted me so much wealth and honor that He enabled me to forget
all the problems I had from when I was sold, and also He even made me

forget all of my father’s household.
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Malbim on Bereshit 41:52
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“And the second son he called Ephraim”: To teach that God made him
fertile only in the land of his poverty. For the poverty caused his

greatness.

'713779 70 MY ,2%IER RAp 1w aun
ANITA DR 073 DWW LY PIRA PO

Kedushat Levi on Bereshit 41:52
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Regarding Yosef’s two sons, Menashe and Ephraim, the former
alludes to the suffering of Israel “for God has caused me to forget”,
whereas the latter symbolizes goodness, “For God has made me
fruitful”. So too in the month of Adar, which corresponds to Yosef, it
begins with great suffering with the decree of Achashverosh and
Haman, for this is the aspect of Menashe. But afterwards all is flipped
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from sadness to joy, from darkness to light, for great is the aspect of
Ephraim.
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Al HaNisim Excerpt

%017 by

...In the days of Matisyahu, the son of Yochanan the High Priest, the
Hasmonean, and his sons, when the wicked kingdom of Greece rose up
against Your people Israel to make them forget Your Torah and to stray
from the laws of Your will, You, with great mercy stood by them in the
time of their distress. You fought their fight, judged their cause and avenged
them with vengeance. You delivered the strong into the hands of the weak,
the many into the hands of the few, the impure into the hands of the pure,
the wicked into the hands of the righteous and the arrogant into the hands of
those engaged with Your Torah...
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Rambam Hilchot Yom Tov 6:18
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How do we have simcha on holidays? (Here we are speaking about Yom Tov, but
the definition of simcha for all holidays-- including Chanukah-- is derived. See
Rambam Hilchot Megillah and Chanukah 3:3 that Chanukah is a time of simcha
and hallel). Children should be given roasted seeds, nuts, and sweets. For women,
one should buy attractive clothes and jewelry according to one's financial
capacity. Men should eat meat and drink wine, for there is no happiness without
partaking of meat, nor is there happiness without partaking of wine. When a
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person eats and drinks, he is obligated to feed converts, orphans, widows, and | °*»n %2R ,D9%nKR7 D™WW0 WY
others who are destitute and poor. In contrast, a person who locks the gates of his | TmwY 9211 1xn MIN%7 yuw
courtyard and eats and drinks with his children and his wife, without feeding the | 2°o&kn 1KY WwRY PIT RIi
poor and the embittered, is not rejoicing with a mitzvah, but rather it’s the |1 PR w51 M7 2»W° Ipwn
rejoicing of his gut. And with regard to such a person Hoshea 9:4 is applied: | 9¥1,10°70 nmaw K98 %1 nnnw
"Their sacrifices will be like the bread of mourners, all that partake thereof shall | 2% 2°1R On%> O7PRAT AR 19K
become impure, for they kept their bread for themselves alone." This happiness is | ,0wd1% ann? 3 WAL PR 2
a disgrace for them, as in Malachi 2:3: "I will spread dung on your faces, the dung | “mRw 032 X7 1% W2 amaw
of your festival celebrations."” .02°31 WD 0219 %Y WD NN

Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz, “Ten Minute Halacha: Chanukah Gelt and Gifts” (yutorah.org)

One of seven possible reasons why the giving of gelt and gifts developed is that there was an idea to give tzedaka
to poor children on Chanukah (Magen Avraham 670, Chanukat HaBayit (Machon Nachalat Tzvi p. 71), Rivevot
Efraim 1:440:3). The Belzer Rebbe extended that to giving money to all children so as not to embarrass the poor
(Chayim Sheyesh Bahem Moedei Hashana, by Rabbi Yitzchak Gross, p. 248).

Magen Avraham: 0’1057 %Y 912 2209 22397 007 P, “On Chanukah, we have the practice that poor children
go around to the doorsteps.”

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “Jews and Economics” (OU.org)

To my mind, the most decisive single factor — the great break of Judaism from the ancient world of magic,
mystery and myth — was the de-consecration of nature that followed from the fact that God created nature by an
act of will, and by making us in His image, gave us too the creative power of will. That meant that for Jews,
holiness lies not in the way the world is but in the way it ought to be. Poverty, disease, famine, injustice, and the
exploitation of the powerless by the powerful are not the will of God. They may be part of human nature, but we
have the power to rise above nature. God wants us not to accept but to heal, to cure, to prevent. So Jews have
tended to become, out of all proportion to their numbers, lawyers fighting injustice, doctors fighting disease,
teachers fighting ignorance, economists fighting poverty and (especially in modern Israel) agricultural
technologists finding new ways to grow food in environments where it has never grown before. All of this is
brilliantly portrayed in this week’s parsha. First Joseph diagnoses the problem. There will be a famine lasting
seven years. It is what he does next that is world-changing. He sees this not as a fate to be endured but as a
problem to be solved. Then, without fuss, he solves it, saving a whole region from death by starvation. What can
be changed need not be endured. Human suffering is not a fate to be borne, but a challenge to be overcome. This is
Joseph’s life-changing idea. What can be healed is not holy. God does not want us to accept poverty and pain but
to cure them.
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