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Parsha Plug: Parshat Korach
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Bamidbar 17:1-6, 25-28

2572 1R 2T

1 The Lord spoke to Moses saying: 2 Say to Eleazar the son of Aaron the
kohen that he should pick up the censers from the burned area (but throw
the fire away), because they have become sanctified, 3 the censers of
these who sinned at the cost of their lives, and they shall make them into
flattened out plates as an overlay for the altar, for they brought them
before the Lord, and have [therefore] become sanctified, and they shall be
as a reminder for the children of Israel. 4 So Eleazar the kohen took the
copper censers which the fire victims had brought, and they hammered
them out as an overlay for the altar, 5 as a reminder for the children of
Israel, so that no outsider, who is not of the seed of Aaron, shall approach
to burn incense before the Lord, so as not to be like Korah and his
company, as the Lord spoke regarding him through the hand of Moses. 6
The following day, the entire congregation of Israel complained against
Moses and Aaron saying, "You have killed the people of the Lord"... 25
The Lord said to Moses: Put Aaron's staff back in front of the Testimony
as a keepsake [and] a sign for rebellious ones. Then their complaints
against Me will end and they will not die. 26 Moses did so. He did just as
the Lord had commanded him. 27 The children of Israel spoke to Moses
saying, "Behold, we are dying, we will perish, we are all lost! 28
Whoever comes the closest to the Mishkan of the Lord dies! Have we
been consigned to die?
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Rashi on Bamidbar 16:6

10 NPT

Take for yourselves censers: Why did he speak to them thus? He said
to them, “Among the nations, there are various forms of worship and
many priests, and they do not all gather in one temple.We, however,
have only one God, one ark, one Torah, one altar, and one kohen
gadol, but you 250 men are all seeking the kehunah gedolah! I too
would prefer that. Here, take for yourselves the service most dear,
the incense, more cherished than any other sacrifice, but it contains
deadly poison, by which Nadav and Avihu were burnt.
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Chizkuni on Bamidbar 17:6

1P

“You are killing God’s people!” By their hands, 250 firstborns, who had been
sanctified to serve from the Exodus, were removed. And it was not for them to
invalidate the first borns and to replace them with the Levites (by suggesting that
they offer incense, something non-priests were forbidden to do, and in a location

where incense was not to be offered, they caused their death).
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Haamek Davar on Bamidbar 17:6 9:3Y 2T PRyt

The next day: They saw that the mizbeach was covered with the pans of | Y¥ nwnmia 79181 nama WIW  .pnmn
the 250 men. And so they thought that they were valued by God, and | °15% °2wn 77 % 11°2M @R 177 2w Mnnna

therefore they complained saying, “You have killed the people of .71QY DR anni ank RS 1N 07y La
God”.
Ramban on Bamidbar 17:6 1175 92712 §rana

By now, I think that the people believed in the kehunah of | 197X N1i>2 ANy o KRR QYA PAY YA 101N
Aharon...But they still wanted all of the tribes to have a part in the | 17...528 1°11129p DX 9OK8M "7 719971 WR IRY 7200
service of God...This is the reason why the rod of Aharon | aM...'7 2 NT2Y2 PO DOVIAWT 952 W 085N
flowered representing the house of Levi. "% N°a% AR T0n 10 vy

Malbim on Bamidbar 17:27 DI M2TR2 2%

Now that they saw this wonder, fear and awe for the Mishkan and He Who | nn°X7 0292 0121 717 X997 W 70y
dwells in it entered into their hearts... L2 WM T Pwnn Tom
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Isracl said: Woe that we perish, and whoever draws close to the | 737 12728 WYRY 1?2 °7 .ORIW° 12 1KRN
Mishkan will die like those who have been burnt...And so God said to | P> M»° ' PwRT 58 2P0 92 7w
Aharon that he would be in charge of the tribe of Levi to cause them to | H¥ 723377 R¥W 11782 QW7 WK IX...0°01W0
caution them that the Levites should not cause Israel to stumble. ORI DR D97 190WD° ROW 1ITIY M LA

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Parshat Korach: A Lesson in Conflict Resolution

Even the miracle of the ground opening up and swallowing his opponents did not secure for Moses the vindication
he sought. What ended the conflict was something else altogether: the visible symbol that Aaron was the chosen
vehicle of the God of life. [It is] the gentle miracle of the dead wood that came to life again, flowering and bearing
fruit...Moses and Aaron stood accused of failing in their mission. They had brought the people out of Egypt to
bring them to the land of Israel. After the debacle of the spies, that hope had died. The stick that came to life again
(like Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones) symbolised that hope was not dead, merely deferred. The next
generation would live and reach the destination. God is a God of life. What He touches does not die. The episode
of Korach teaches us that there are two ways of resolving conflict: by force and by persuasion. The first negates
your opponent. The second enlists your opponent, taking his /her challenge seriously and addressing it. Force never
ends conflict — not even in the case of Moses, not even when the force is miraculous...[Instead] it deepened it.
After it had taken place, the whole Israelite community — the ones that had not been part of the rebellion —
complained, “You have killed the Lord’s people.” What ended it was the quiet, gentle miracle that showed that
Aaron was the true emissary of the God of life.
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