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Parsha Plug: Parshat Behaalotecha
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Bamidbar 11:1-17

TOERINS 9272

1 The people were looking to complain, and it was evil in the ears of the
Lord. The Lord heard and His anger flared, and a fire from the Lord
burned among them, consuming the extremes of the camp. 2 The people
cried out to Moses; Moses prayed to the Lord, and the fire died down. 3
He named that place Tab'erah, for the fire of the Lord had burned among
them there. 4 But the multitude among them began to have strong
cravings. Then even the children of Israel once again began to cry, and
they said, "Who will feed us meat? S We remember the fish that we ate
in Egypt free of charge, the cucumbers, the watermelons, the leeks, the
onions, and the garlic. 6 But now, our bodies are dried out, for there is
nothing at all; we have nothing but manna to look at." 7 Now the manna
was like coriander seed, and its appearance was like the appearance of
crystal. 8 The people walked about and gathered it. Then they ground it
in a mill or crushed it in a mortar, cooked it in a pot and made it into
cakes. It had a taste like the taste of oil cake. 9 When the dew descended
on the camp at night, the manna would descend upon it. 10 Moses heard
the people weeping with their families, each one at the entrance to his
tent. The Lord became very angry, and Moses considered it evil. 11
Moses said to the Lord, "Why have You treated Your servant so badly?
Why have I not found favor in Your eyes that You place the burden of
this entire people upon me? 12 Did I conceive this entire people? Did I
give birth to them, that You say to me, 'Carry them in your bosom as the
nurse carries the suckling,' to the Land You promised their forefathers?
13 Where can I get meat to give all these people? For they are crying on
me, saying, 'Give us meat to eat.' 14 Alone I cannot carry this entire
people for it is too hard for me. 15 If this is the way You treat me, please
kill me if I have found favor in Your eyes, so that I not see my
misfortune." 16 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Assemble for Me seventy
men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the people's elders and
officers, and you shall take them to the Tent of Meeting, and they shall
stand there with You. 17 I will come down and speak with you there, and
I will increase the spirit that is upon you and bestow it upon them. Then
they will bear the burden of the people with you so that you need not
bear it alone."
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Shemot 32:32
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And now, if You forgive their sin; but if not, erase me now from
Your book, which You have written.
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Rashi on Bamidbar 11:4-5, 10
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11:4 Who will feed us meat?: Did they not have meat? Does it not say,
‘Also a great mixed multitude went up with them, and flocks and cattle’?
You might argue that they had already eaten them. But when they were
about to enter the Land, is it not written that, ‘the children of Reuven had
much cattle’? The answer is that they were seeking a pretext. 11:5 Which
we ate in Egypt free of charge: What does free of charge mean? Free from
the mitzvot. The cucumbers: R. Simeon says: Why did the manna change
into everything except these? Because they are harmful for nursing mothers.
We tell her, ‘Do not eat any garlic or onion because of the baby’. This can
be compared to a king who made sure his son did not eat any harmful food
or drink. Because of this, the son complained about his father, saying, ‘This
is not because he loves me, but because he does not want me to eat,” as it is
written in the Sifrei. 11:10 Weeping with their families: Families gathered
in groups weeping so as to publicize their grievance. Our Sages say that the
meaning is ‘concerning family matters’, because of the forbidden
relationships.
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Midrash Tanchuma on Bamidbar 11:16
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‘Gather for Me’: But weren’t the elders already there,
as we saw in Shemot? Where were they? When Israel
was complaining and the fire broke out, they too were
all burned, just like Nadav and Avihu, for they were
lightheaded when they went up to Har Sinai when
they saw God, ‘They saw God and ate and
drank’...But because the giving of the Torah was
beloved to God He did not punish them.
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Sifrei Zuta 11:15
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‘If this is the way You treat me, please kill me’: Because God showed Moshe
the Divine punishment that would come to them in the future, Moshe said
‘Please kill me if I have found favor in Your eyes, so that I not see my
misfortune’ (Sifrei Zuta goes on to compare this to a father who asks to be
killed first so he does not have to see his children killed).
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Seforno on Bamidbar 11:15
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‘So I not see my misfortune’: The result of my inadequacy as a leader.
For this would be worse for me than death.
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‘If this is...”: Rashi explains Moshe’s strength became weak | wR2 5% 5 77210 W12 Wwn >"WI%D .AWW DR 7790 OX)
like a woman’s. Just as when a woman is impatient and | 7912° AKX 172 MWD IR 2RYO MY NIXP T3P
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Perhaps doubling the words hints to the first, as if to say, [ 192 ,ANWRIT PR 117> 9927 93 92 190° 2107 R 21300
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You sent me to do, I will deserve death. Either way, I A1 DR AT LR AT 7D 121 79 102 7700 L0
die.’
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‘Please kill me’: You should send upon me killers with the sword, for | ,2912 27 Y MOWNY - 3717 R P17 DY)
my death by the sword of man is better than my life in this sorrow. ST VXD M) OTR 2912 19°9K N 20 0D

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Moshe’s Challenge: Behaalotecha 5773

There can come a time in the life of any truly transformative leader when the sun of hope is eclipsed by the clouds
of doubt — not about God, but about people, above all about oneself. Am I really making a difference? Am I
deceiving myself when I think I can change the world?...I have given the people the word of God himself, yet they
still complain, still they think only about the discomforts of today, not the vast possibilities of tomorrow. Such
despair (lehavdil, Winston Churchill, who suffered from it, called it the ‘black dog’) can occur to the very greatest
(Elijah, Jeremiah and Jonah prayed to die). Moses was the very greatest. Therefore God gave him the greatest gift
of all — one that no one else has ever been given. God let Moses see the influence he had on others...We never
really know how much we have given others — how much the kind word, the thoughtful deed, the comforting
gesture, changes lives and is never forgotten. In this respect, if in no other, we are like Moses. He too was human;
he had no privileged access into other people’s minds; without a miracle, he could not have known the influence he
had on those closest to him. All the evidence seemed to suggest otherwise. The people, even after all God and he
had done for them, were still ungrateful, querulous, quick to criticize and complain. But that was on the surface.
For a moment God gave him a glimpse of what was beneath the surface. He showed him how Moses’ spirit had
entered others and lifted them, however briefly, to the level of prophetic vision. God did this for no other person —
not then, not now. But if it was enough for Moses, it is enough for us. The good we do lives after us...We may
never see it, but it is there. That is the greatest blessing of leadership. It alone is the antidote to despair, the solid
ground of hope.
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