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Vayikra 19:32
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You shall rise before a seivah and you shall respect a zakein,
and you shall fear your God. I am the Lord.
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Ibn Ezra on Vayikra 19:32

2%:1% RPN KTV JaN

(Following the verse prohibiting communication with the dead--
Ov or Yidoni), the Torah mentions ‘stand for the elderly’ because
an aged man is close to death; his body is considered like a dead
body. This includes every old person and person with grey hair.
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Masechet Kiddushin 32b
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The Sages taught with regard to our verse (Vayikra 19:32): One might
have thought that it is obligatory to stand before a simple [ashmai]
elder. Therefore, the verse states: “elder,” and an “elder” means
nothing other than a wise man, as it is stated: “Gather unto Me seventy
men of the Elders of Israel” (Bamidbar 11:16). Rebbe Yossi HaGelili
says: An “elder” means nothing other than one who has acquired
wisdom. He interprets the word zakein as a contraction of the phrase
zeh kanna, meaning: This one has acquired. As it is stated that wisdom
says: “The Lord acquired me (kanani) at the beginning of His way”
(Mishlei 8:22). One might have thought that one must stand before an
elder as soon as he sees him, even from a distance. Therefore the verse
states: “You shall stand and you shall revere”, which teaches: I said
that one is obligated to stand only in a place where there is reverence. If
he stands while the elder is still far away, it is not clear that he is doing
so in his honor. One might have thought that he should revere him
through money. Therefore, the verse states: “You shall stand and you
shall revere.” Just as standing includes no monetary loss, so too,
reverence includes no monetary loss. One might have thought that one
should also stand before him in the lavatory or in the bathhouse.
Therefore, the verse states: “You shall stand and you shall revere,”
which indicates: Standing only in a place where there is reverence. One
might have thought that one may close his eyes like one who does not
see the elder. Therefore, the verse states: “And you shall fear your
God”. With regard to any matter given over to the heart, it is stated:
“And you shall fear your God.” This phrase is referring to a situation
where it 1s impossible to prove whether one purposefully made it
appear as if he were not aware, as only that individual and God know
the truth.
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https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.19.32
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.11.16
https://www.sefaria.org/Proverbs.8.22
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.19.14
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Midrash Tanchuma Behaalotecha 11:1
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“Then the Lord said to Moshe, ‘Gather Me seventy men
from the elders of Israel” (Bamidbar 11:16). Let our master
instruct us: Within how many cubits is one obligated to
stand up in the presence of an elder when he sees him?
Thus have our masters taught: Within four cubits one is
obligated to stand up in the presence of an elder. Thus it is
stated in Vayikra 19:32. One also bows down before him
and asks after his welfare when within four cubits. And
about which honor did the Torah say? That one should not
stand in his place or contradict his words. Also when one
asks about a law, one should ask with reverence and not
rush to respond or interrupt his words. Whoever does not
behave toward his rav according to all these rules is labeled
a wicked person before God, his learning is forgotten, his
years are shortened, and in the end he comes to poverty, as
stated (Kohelet 8:13), “It shall not go well with the wicked
one, nor shall he prolong his days; they are like a shadow,
because he is not in fear before God.” In regard to this fear
I do not know what it is; when it says (Vayikra 19:32),
“You shall honor the presence of an elder and you shall fear
your God,” note that it is saying, this is the fear toward
one’s rav..Hence, one is obligated to greet him before
everyone when entering and leaving and to treat him with
fear and honor...You should treat him in a princely manner,
stand in his presence, and give him precedence in every
matter of dignity. Rebbe Abba HaKohen bar Pappa said,
“When I would see a certain group of people, I would walk
by another route so as not to be a bother for them, lest they
see me and stand for me. But when I told this to Rebbe
Yosef bar Zevida, he said to me, “You must pass before
them, so that they will see you and stand in your presence.
Then you will bring them to the point of fearing Heaven, as
stated (Vayikra 19:32), “You shall rise in the presence an
elder and you shall honor the wise, and you shall fear your
God.”” Why? Because the rise of the righteous is a rise in
which there is no decline.
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Kedushat Levi Kedoshim 6
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It is known that 1 and 72°w are synonyms for the Divine attribute
of mercy as we know from our Sages that at Sinai God appeared to
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them as though like an elderly man full of mercy. Keeping this in | X%» P15 077 71371 °°02 2"
mind, we can understand the commandment to treat the aged and | 197 P10577 W17°0 M .2MMN
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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Honoring the Elderly Adds Life to Their Years (Thought for the
Day May 21st, 2013)

There was an article in one of yesterday’s papers about how more men are following the actor
George Clooney and allowing their hair to go grey, which greatly relieved me because mine
has been going grey for years. Then I noticed a news item about how a lady from Hampshire
had just set a record by abseiling down a 110 foot office block on her 99th birthday. She took
up abseiling when she was 85, and said, I really like the high buildings best. She’s planning to
do it again next year. The growth of life expectancy in Britain— from around 47 years in 1900
to 80 today, is one of the greatest transformations of our time. How will we deal with it? An
ever smaller population of working age may have to support an ever larger population of the
elderly. Should the retirement age be adjusted upward still further? Will we be able to treat the
hazards of age, like dementia and Alzheimer’s? How can we ensure that care of the elderly is
of the best? This is an historic shift, and it will challenge us at the highest levels of the moral
imagination. There is a religious dimension to this, at least as I read my own tradition. One of
the most poignant lines in the book of psalms says, “Cast me not aside when I grow old; as my
strength fails do not forsake me.” The book of Leviticus says, “Stand in the presence of grey
hair and give respect to the elderly.” The Bible takes it as axiomatic that a society is judged by
the way it treats the most vulnerable: the very young and the very old. And for me one of the
beautiful aspects of Jewish life, in our synagogues, old age homes and extended families, is the
conversation and friendship between the young and the old, between grandparents and
grandchildren, sometimes even into the fourth generation. That’s how it should be, the young
sharing their dreams with the old; the old sharing their memories with the young. Years ago
the late Alastair Cooke in one of his Letters from America spoke about a remote region whose
inhabitants lived to a great old age. A team of researchers went to discover their secret. Was it
the climate, or the diet, or their genes? The answer was none of these. It was simply that their
society honoured the elderly. So should we. It may not add years to their life, but it will add
life to their years.




