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Parsha Plug Parshat Mikeitz

Bereshit 41:15-38
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15 And Paro said to Yosef, "I have dreamed a dream, and there
is no interpreter for it, but I have heard it said of you [that] you
understand a dream, to interpret it." 16 And Yosef replied to
Paro, saying, "Not I; God will give an answer [that will bring]
peace to Paro." 17 And Paro said to Yosef, "In my dream,
behold, I was standing on the bank of the Nile. 18 And behold,
seven cows of robust flesh and handsome form were ascending
from the Nile, and they pastured in the marshland. 19 And
behold, seven other cows were ascending after them, emaciated
and of very ugly form and with meager flesh; I have not seen
such ugly ones throughout the entire land of Egypt. 20 And the
meager and ugly cows devoured the first seven healthy cows.
21 And they went inside them, but it was not known that they
had gone inside of them, for their appearance was as ugly as in
the beginning; then I awoke. 22 Then I saw in my dream, and
behold, seven ears of grain were growing on one stalk, full and
good. 23 And behold, seven ears of grain, hardened, thin, and
beaten by the east wind, were growing up after them. 24 And
the thin ears of grain swallowed up the seven good ears of
grain; [ told the necromancers, but no one tells me [its
meaning]." 25 And Yosef said to Paro, "Paro’s dream is one;
what God is doing He has told Paro. 26 The seven good cows
are seven years, and the seven good ears of grain are seven
years; it is one dream. 27 And the seven meager and ugly cows
coming up after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears
of grain, beaten by the east wind, will be seven years of famine.
28 It is this matter that I have spoken to Paro; what God is
about to do He has shown Paro. 29 Behold, seven years are
coming, great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt. 30 And
seven years of famine will arise after them, and all the plenty
will be forgotten in the land of Egypt, and the famine will
destroy the land. 31 And the plenty will not be known because
of that famine to follow, for it [will be] very severe. 32 And
concerning the repetition of the dream to Paro twice that is
because the matter is ready [to emanate] from God, and God is
hastening to execute it. 33 So now, let Paro seek out an
understanding and wise man and appoint him over the land of
Egypt. 34 Let Paro do [this] and appoint officials over the land
and prepare the land of Egypt during the seven years of plenty.
35 And let them collect all the food of these coming good
years, and let them gather the grain under Paro hand, food in
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the cities, and keep it. 36 Thus the food will remain as a reserve
for the land for the seven years of famine which will be in the
land of Egypt, so that the land will not be destroyed by the
famine." 37 The matter pleased Paro and all his servants. 38 So
Paro said to his servants, "Will we find [anyone] like this, a

man in whom there is the spirit of God?"
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HaKetav VeHaKabbalah on Bereshit 41:17;33
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41:17: The Torah extends the details in the story of Paro’s
dream to Yosef and doesn’t just give a summary or refer to
the verses before, and it seems to me that this is because
this story comes to make known God’s great Providence
for those who are God-fearing...

41:33:  Commentators have concluded that Yosef
undertook the role of advising the king because he had not
been summoned only for the purpose of interpreting the
dream. In my opinion, this advice was not his own but was
also part of the interpretation, prompted by the superfluous
phrase ‘And Paro awoke’ at the end of the first dream and
again in his retelling, ‘And I awoke’. What difference does
it make to us whether he awoke or not? Yosef understood
from this that it was Paro’s duty to arouse himself, awake
to action in order to forestall disaster, by making all the
necessary preparations in the period of plenty that would
minimize the consequences of the forthcoming calamity.
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Ramban on Bereshit 41:4;33

A9, 7:N% NOWKRN2 3'"'ann

Yosef’s plan was prompted by the sight of the lean cows
devouring the fat ones, symbolizing that the famine years would
eat of the years of plenty. On the basis of this he advised Paro to
have all the food of the years of plenty stored for use in the
famine period. It was not his own advice. Had they
commissioned him to advise the king? It was merely part and
parcel of the dream’s interpretation. ‘All the plenty will be
forgotten...and the plenty shall not be known’ is the interpretation
of ‘it could not be known that they had eaten them but they were
still illfavored’. He observed that they did not get well or fat but
simply managed to subsist (implying that the surplus of the years
of plenty would not suffice for comfort but merely for
subsistence in the famine period)...Yosef said all of this so that
Paro would choose him for the eyes of the wise are in his head.
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[R. Bana'ah said] There were twenty-four interpreters of | 177 num21 *IM1 Y2 QWY 1R ...
dreams in Jerusalem. Once I dreamed a dream and I went | 9XX *n3%m 0172 *nian NNx ovs 2°5w17°2
round to all of them and they all gave different interpretations, | 22121 731 °2 N9 X7 71 %% NOW 721 01
and all were fulfilled, thus confirming that which is said: All | MM7n7 95 MR "7 27P2 °2 W1pnl
dreams follow the interpreter. Is the statement that all dreams | 2°3217 M2 92 WX 797 MR 223917
follow the interpreter in the Bible? Yes, as stated by R. [ 2"R7 91¥2R 27721 PR RY7T RIP 797 R
Eleazar. For R. Eleazar said: Whence do we know that all | 797 0% 19937 miatona 20w pan mvoR
dreams follow the interpreter? Because it says, and ‘it came to | 117 09 WK 7" (3 XD NPWRI2) AR
pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was’. TP

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Mikkeitz 5774: The Power of Dreams

From Joseph, therefore, we learn three principles. The first is: dream dreams. Never be afraid to let
your imagination soar...Theodor Herzl, to whom more than any other person we owe the existence of
the state of Israel, used to say, “If you will it, it is no dream.” I once heard a wonderful story from Eli
Wiesel. There was a time when Sigmund Freud and Theodore Herzl lived in the same district of
Vienna. “Fortunately,” he said, “they never met. Can you imagine what would have happened had they
met? Theodore Herzl would have said: I have a dream of a Jewish state. Freud would have replied: Tell
me, Herr Herzl, how long have you been having this dream? Lie down on my couch, and I will
psychoanalyze you. Herzl would have been cured of his dreams and today there would be no Jewish
state.” Fortunately, the Jewish people have never been cured of their dreams. The second principle is
that leaders interpret other people’s dreams. They articulate the inchoate. They find a way of expressing
the hopes and fears of a generation. Martin Luther King’s “I have a dream” speech was about taking the
hopes of African Americans and giving them wings. It was not Joseph’s dreams that made him a leader:
it was Pharaoh’s. Our own dreams give us direction; it is other people’s dreams that give us
opportunity.

The third principle is: find a way to implement dreams. First see the problem, then find a way of
solving it...Good leaders either are, or surround themselves with, problem-solvers. It is easy to see what
is going wrong. What makes a leader is the ability to find a way of putting it right. Joseph’s genius lay
not in predicting seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine, but in devising a system of
storage that would ensure food supplies in the lean and hungry years. Dream dreams; understand and
articulate the dreams of others; and find ways of turning a dream into a reality — these three gifts are
leadership the Joseph way.

Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair, Sevens and Eights: Ohr Somayach

Seven cows emerged from the Nile. Seven is the number which connotes this-worldliness. There are
seven colors in the rainbow; seven notes in the diatonic scale; seven days in the week. Chanukah is the
festival where we celebrate eight; when we connect to that which is beyond this world. Chanukah is
where we take one step beyond.
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