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Vayikra 12:1-8
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1 And the Lord spoke to Moshe, saying: 2 Speak to the children
of Israel, saying: If a woman conceives and gives birth to a
male, she shall be unclean for seven days; as the days of her
menstrual flow, she shall be unclean. 3 And on the eighth day,
the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4 And for thirty
three days, she shall remain in the blood of purity; she shall not
touch anything holy, nor may she enter the Sanctuary, until the
days of her purification have been completed. 5 And if she
gives birth to a female, she shall be unclean for two weeks, like
her menstruation. And for sixty six days, she shall remain in the
blood of purity. 6 And when the days of her purification have
been completed, whether for a son or for a daughter, she shall
bring a sheep in its first year as a burnt offering, and a young
dove or a turtle dove as a sin offering, to the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting, to the kohen. 7 And he shall offer it up before
the Lord and effect atonement for her, and thus, she will be
purified from the source of her blood. This is the law of a
woman who gives birth to a male or to a female. 8 And if she
cannot afford a sheep, she shall take two turtle doves or two
young doves: one as a burnt offering and one as a sin offering.
And the kohen shall effect atonement for her, and she shall
become clean.
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Shemot 12:6 with Rashi
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6 And you shall keep it for inspection until the fourteenth day
of this month, and the entire congregation of the community of
Israel shall slaughter it in the afternoon. And you shall keep it
for inspection: This is an expression of inspection, that the
animal requires an inspection for a blemish four days before its
slaughter. Now why was it to be taken four days before its
slaughter, something not required in the Passover sacrifice of
later generations? Rabbi Mathia the son of Charash used to
say: Behold He says: “And I passed by you and saw you, and
behold your time was the time of love” (Ezek. 16:8). The time
to fulfill the oath that I swore to Abraham that I would redeem
his children has arrived. But the Children of Israel had no
commandments with which to occupy themselves that they be
redeemed, as it is said: “but you were naked and bare” (Ezek.
16:7). So He gave them two mitzvot, the blood of the Passover
and the blood of the circumcision...
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Shemot Rabbah 19:5
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“This is the law of the Pesach”: Rebbe Shimon ben
Chalafta said when B’nai Yisrael left Egypt God said to
Moshe, “Caution Israel about the mitzvah of Pesach. No
estranged one may partake of it. And every man's slave,
purchased for his money you shall circumcise him; then he
will be permitted to partake of it.” When Israel saw that the
uncircumcised were invalidated from eating the Pesach,
they all went and circumcised everyone-- their servants,
children, and all who left with them. As it is said, “All
B’nai Yirsael went and did”. This can be compared to a
king who made a feast for his beloved ones. The king said,
“If there is no sign among all who recline, not one of them
will enter”. So too God made a feast for them: “Flesh,
roasted over the fire, and unleavened cakes; with bitter
herbs they shall eat it.” Because they were redeemed from
suffering, God said to them, “If the seal of Avraham is not
on your skin, you will not taste the Pesach offering”.
Immediately, all born in  Egypt circumcised
themselves...Our rabbis said: Israel did not pursue the
mitzvah of circumcision in Egypt, with the exception of the
tribe of Levi...God wanted to redeem B’nai Yisrael, but
they did not merit it, so what did God do? He called Moshe
and told him to circumcise them. There are those who said
Yehoshua did it...God said to Moshe and Aharon, “This is
the law of the Pesach offering...” immediately the people
gave themselves to be circumcised, and the blood of the
Pesach was mixed with the circumcision blood, and God
passed and lifted each of them and kissed and blessed
them, as it is said: “When I passed by you and saw you
wallowing in your blood, I said to you: Live in spite of
your blood. Yea, I said to you: Live in spite of your blood.”
Life is in the blood of the Pesach and in the blood of
circumcision.
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Pirkei DeRebbe Eliezer 29: 10-12, 16-18
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The sons of Jacob circumcised their sons and their grandsons. They
gave it to them as an inheritance for an everlasting statute, until
Pharaoh the Wicked arose and decreed harsh laws concerning
them, and withheld from them the covenant of circumcision. And
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on the day when the children of Israel went forth from Egypt all the
people were circumcised, both young and old, as it is said, "For all
the people that came out were circumcised" (Josh. 5:5). The
Israelites took the blood of the covenant of circumcision, and they
put (it) upon the lintel of their houses, and when the Holy One,
blessed be He, passed over to plague the Egyptians, He saw the
blood of the covenant of circumcision upon the lintel of their
houses and the blood of the Paschal lamb, He was filled with
compassion on Israel, as it is said, "And when I passed by thee, and
saw thee weltering in thy (twofold) blood, I said unto thee, In thy
(twofold) blood, live; yea, I said unto thee, In thy (twofold) blood,
live" (Ezek. 16:6). "In thy blood" is not written here, but in "thy
(twofold) blood," with twofold blood, the blood of the covenant of
circumcision and the blood of the Paschal lamb; therefore it is said,
"I said unto thee, In thy (twofold) blood, live; yea, I said unto thee,
In thy (twofold) blood, live" (ibid.). Rabbi Eliezer said: Why did
the text say twice, "I said unto thee, In thy blood, live; yea, I said
unto thee, In thy blood, live"? But the Holy One, blessed be He,
said: By the merit of the blood of the covenant of circumcision and
the blood of the Paschal lamb ye shall be redeemed from Egypt,
and by the merit of the covenant of circumcision and by the merit
of the covenant of the Passover in the future ye shall be redeemed
at the end of the fourth kingdom; therefore it is said, "I said unto
thee, In thy blood, live; yea, I said unto thee, In thy blood, live"
(ibid.)... The kingdom of Ephraim cast off from themselves the
covenant of circumcision. Elijah, may he be remembered for good,
arose and was zealous with a mighty passion, and he adjured the
heavens to send down neither dew nor rain upon the earth. Jezebel
heard (thereof), and sought to slay him. Elijah arose and prayed
before the Holy One, blessed be He...Elijah, may he be
remembered for good, arose and fled from the land of Israel, and he
betook himself to Mount Horeb, as it is said, "And he arose, and
did eat and drink" (1 Kings 19:8). There the Holy One, blessed be
He, was revealed unto him, and He said to him: "What doest thou
here, Elijah?" (1 Kings 19:9). He answered Him, saying: "I have
been very zealous" (1 Kings 19:10). He, said to him: Thou art
always zealous! Thou wast zealous in Shittim on account of the
immorality. Because it is said, "Phineas, the son of Eleazar, the son
of Aaron the priest, turned my wrath away from the children of
Israel, in that he was zealous with my zeal among them" (Num.
25:11). Here also art thou zealous. By thy life! They shall not
observe the covenant of circumcision until thou seest it (done) with
thine eyes. Hence the sages instituted (the custom) that people
should have a seat of honour for the Messenger of the Covenant;
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for Elijah, may he be remembered for good, is called the | ,122% W wnm> mwn
Messenger of the Covenant, as it is said, "And the messenger of the | 5y max 2% 2wm '\w
covenant, whom ye delight in, behold, he cometh" (Mal. 3:1). .02

Rabbi Zave Rudman, Pesach and Milah: Torah Thoughts from Rabbi Rudman 2014

The Midrash explains that we remind ourselves that before Yetzias Mitzrayim we were naked
and unclothed from any Mitzvos, and then in order to redeem us, HaShem gave us two
Mitzvos of blood; Bris Milah and Korbon Pesach. These are not two random Mitzvos. The
connection between these two Mitzvos is so powerful that there is special Halacha that
someone who does not have a Bris Milah cannot eat from the Pesach. This extends even to the
extent that someone whose children do not have Milah also cannot bring a Pesach...This
connection appears also in one of the pivotal events in Jewish history. This is when Avrahom
changes from being an individual person who believes in HaShem to Avrahom Avinu, the
progenitor of a nation that will be unique in the history of the world in its relationship with
HaShem.This takes place while he is recovering from his Bris Milah. He is visited by the three
angels, and is told about the imminent birth of his son Yitzchak. Interestingly this takes place
on Pesach. What is the connection between Pesach and Milah, that we find these two Mitzvos
together again? In order to understand this let us examine an idea of RYI (Rav Yitzchak Isaac)
Chaver...Explains RYI Chaver that there are two levels of interaction between HaShem and the
world. The Bris of Noach is described in the Pasuk as being, “All the days of the world, winter
and summer, day and night, and sowing and reaping will not change.” This is the Bris of
Noach that guarantees that Bereishis, the ‘natural’ order of the world as established by
HaShem at creation, will continue...The first Mitzvah which Avrohom Avinu accepted was
Bris Milah. Bris Milah is almost subversive. It says that now a Jew can take the raw material
of the world that God created and fashion it into something even more Holy and spiritual...This
is a covenant between us and HaShem that we can be ‘partners’ in the formation of a spiritual
world. The foundation of this power is found in the study and performance of the Torah. But
the concentration of this connection is not in the Written Torah, but in the Oral Law. This is
the ability to create new Chidushim in Torah...From our ability to create Torah comes our
ability to create from the raw material of creation something even more Godly...This level of
interaction between the Jews and God was clarified at the time of Yetzias Mitzrayim. At that
time God changed the usual actions of the natural order of the Seven Days of Creation. The
Makos and Krias Yam Suf were to teach us that HaShem and the Jewish people have this
unique relationship. All of the natural order was subverted for the deliverance of Klal Yisroel.
Therefore to properly remember Yetzias Mitzrayim, one needs to first do Bris Milah. One
needs to create the relationship with HaShem that is over and above that of the Sons of Noach,
a positive relationship that influences the world to a new and higher level of spirituality.




