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Parsha Plug: Parshat Ki Teitzei

Devarim 23:4-9, 25:17-19
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23: 4 An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the assembly of the
Lord; even the tenth generation shall never enter the assembly of the
Lord. 5 Because they did not greet you with bread and water on the
way, when you left Egypt, and because he hired Bilaam the son of
Beor from Petor in Aram Naharaim against you to curse you. 6 But
the Lord, your God, did not want to listen to Bilaam. So the Lord,
your God, transformed the curse into a blessing for you, because the
Lord, your God, loves you. 7 You shall never seek out their welfare
or their good all your days. 8 You shall not despise an Edomite, for
he is your brother. You shall not despise an Egyptian, for you were a
sojourner in his land. 9 Children who are born to them [in] the third
generation may enter the assembly of the Lord.

25: 17 You shall remember what Amalek did to you on the way,
when you went out of Egypt, 18 how he happened upon you on the
way and cut off all the stragglers at your rear, when you were faint
and weary, and he did not fear God. 19 [Therefore,] it will be, when
the Lord your God grants you respite from all your enemies around
[you] in the land which the Lord, your God, gives to you as an
inheritance to possess, that you shall obliterate the remembrance of
Amalek from beneath the heavens. You shall not forget!
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Rashi on Devarim 23:5
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Because: Because of the advice they gave you to cause you to sin. On the
way: When you were in a state of extreme exhaustion. You shall not despise
an Edomite: Completely, [but only the first two generations,] even though it
is appropriate for you to despise him, because he went forth against you with
the sword. You shall not despise an Egyptian: Absolutely, [but only the
first two generations,] even though they cast your male [infants] into the
Nile. What is the reason [that you may not despise them]? Because they

hosted you in a time of dire need.
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The question is a matter in dispute between Tannaim: An Ammonite, but
not an Ammonitess; A Moabite, but not a Moabitess. So Rebbe Yehudah.
Rebbe Shimon, however, said: Because they met you not with bread and
with water; it is customary for a man to meet [but not for a woman].
Rabba made the following exposition: What was meant by, ‘You
loosened my bonds!” David said to the Holy One, blessed be He, ‘O
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Master of the world! Two bonds were fastened on me, and You loosened
them: Ruth the Moabitess and Naamah the Ammonitess.’

AR M ,DNAND Y PIw MM

DP1YE ARy

Rambam Mishneh Torah Isurei Biah 12
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When Sannecheriv, King of Assyria, arose, he confused the identity of all
the nations, mixing them together, and exiling them from their place [See
Berachot 28a]. The Egyptians that live in the land of Egypt at present are of
other nationalities. This also applies with regard to the Edomites in the field
of Edom. Since these four forbidden nations became intermingled with all
the nations of the world [with] whom it is permitted [to marry once they
convert], all [converts] are permitted. For when anyone of them separates
himself [from them by] converting, we operate under the presumption that
he became separate from the majority. Therefore in the present age, in all
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places, whenever a convert converts, whether he be an Edomite, an
Egyptian, an Ammonite, a Moabite, a Kushite, or from any of the other
nations, whether male or female, he or she is permitted to marry among the
Jewish people immediately.
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Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Ki Tetse (5771) — Two Types of Hate

The Egyptians’ hatred and fear of the Israelites was not irrational...The Egyptians feared the Israelites because
they were numerous...They feared the Israelites because they were strong. Precisely the opposite was true of the
Amalekites. They attacked the Israelites when they were “weary and weak”. They focused their assault on those
who were “lagging behind.” Those who are weak and lagging behind pose no danger. This was irrational,
groundless hate. With rational hate it is possible to reason...But with irrational hate it is impossible to reason.
Irrational hate is as durable and persistent as irrational love. The hatred symbolised by Amalek lasts “for all
generations.” All one can do is to remember and not forget, to be constantly vigilant, and to fight it whenever
and wherever it appears.

Avigdor Halevi Nebenzahl, Ani Le-dodi Ye-dodi Li: Thoughts for the Month of Elul

The serious spiritual defect which the nations of Ammon and Moab carry-- a defect which bars them from
entering HaShem’s congregation forever-- is their lack of chessed. The Torah stipulates that this spiritual defect
can never be erased...But Amalek is in a rather interesting position [as it is not prohibited from entering into the
community of Israel through marriage]. While it must be obliterated in order for God’s Name and Throne to be
complete, it is still preferred over Ammon and Moab in the matter of marriage to an Israelite...The Egyptians
and the Amalekites did indeed commit grave crimes, as is evident from their rigorous punishments... [But] when
Ammon and Moab eschewed chessed, they struck a blow at the very crux of Divine existence-- as it is written,
‘The world is built on chessed’ (Tehillim 89:3)-- they cut themselves off from the breath of existence and
thereby inflicted upon themselves a wound that can never be healed.
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