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Parsha Plug: Parshat Vayeitzei

Bereshit 28:10-22
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10 And Jacob left Beer Sheva, and he went to Haran. 11 And he

arrived at the place and lodged there because the sun had set, and
he took some of the stones of the place and placed [them] at his

head, and he lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed, and
behold! a ladder set up on the ground and its top reached to
heaven; and behold, angels of God were ascending and
descending upon it. 13 And behold, the Lord was standing over
him, and He said, "I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your
father, and the God of Isaac; the land upon which you are lying to
you I will give it and to your seed. 14 And your seed shall be as

the dust of the earth, and you shall gain strength westward and
eastward and northward and southward; and through you shall be
blessed all the families of the earth and through your seed. 15
And behold, I am with you, and I will guard you wherever you
go, and I will restore you to this land, for I will not forsake you

until I have done what I have spoken concerning you." 16 And
Jacob awakened from his sleep, and he said, "Indeed, the Lord is
in this place, and I did not know [it]." 17 And he was frightened,
and he said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." 18 And Jacob
arose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had
placed at his head, and he set it up as a monument, and he poured

oil on top of it. 19 And he named the place Beth El, but Luz was

originally the name of the city. 20 And Jacob uttered a vow,
saying, "If God will be with me, and He will guard me on this
way, upon which I am going, and He will give me bread to eat
and a garment to wear; 21 And if I return in peace to my father's

house, and the Lord will be my God; 22 Then this stone, which |
have placed as a monument, shall be a house of God, and
everything that You give me, [ will surely tithe to You.
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Rashi on Bereshit 28:16
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And I did not know [it]: For had [ known, I would not have slept in such a
holy place [from Bereshit Rabbah, attributed to Rabbi Moshe Hadarshan].
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[God is a home].

Rebbe Eleazar said, What is meant by the verse, ‘And many people [ 199771 2°n37 871 YR ' 09X
shall go and say: Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 977 5ROV 195 190K 0°a0 Oy
to the house of the God of Jacob’ (Isaiah 2:3)? God of Jacob, butnot | »»box "1 2py* *phR N2 X '
the God of Abraham and Isaac? But [the meaning is this: we will] | xbx pry» 792K PR KDY 2P
not [be] like Abraham, in connection with whom ‘mountain’ is | x3w 97 12 2375w 277280 KO
written, as it is said, ‘As it is said to this day, in the mountain where X5 AR ' TR 0P MR TR
the Lord is seen’ (Bereshit 22:14). Nor like Isaac, in connection with
whom ‘field’ is written, as it is said, ‘And Isaac when out to
meditate in the field” (Ibid 24:63). But like Jacob, who called Him
‘home’, as it is said, ‘And he called the name of that place Beit-El
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Pesikta Zutarta Lekach Tov Bereshit 28:12
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‘And he dreamed, and behold! a ladder set up on the
ground’: Know that all of the dreams are accompanied by
interpretations, with the exception of this one in the Torah,
even though this dream is the first of all of the dreams...It
does not have an interpretation because the dream was about
the giving of the Torah, and it is said ‘And he dreamed and
behold! a ladder set up on the ground’. Our rabbis
interpreted the ladder to mean Sinai, for behold the gematria
of sulam and Sinai is the same. What applies to one applies
to the other. ‘Set up on the ground’ regarding sulam is
likened to ‘They stood at the bottom of the mountain’ for
Sinai. ‘Its top reached to heaven’ regarding sulam is likened
to ‘The mountain burned with fire to the heart of the
heavens’ for Sinai. ‘Behold the angels of God’ for sulam
refers to Moshe and Aharon for Sinai. ‘Ascending and
descending’ for sulam refers to ‘Moshe went up to God’ and
‘Moshe went down’ and then ‘Moshe went up’ again for
Sinai.
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Shadal on Bereshit 28:12

23:770 NOWRD2 By BT

‘Ascending and descending’: Abarbanel is right that they
were ascending and bringing before God prayers and
supplications, and descending according to God’s
command to fulfill the requests and prayers. This is what
Yaakov meant that it was a ‘gate to heaven’, for here the
prayers of mankind ascend to heaven.
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In the holy Zohar, whoever wants to descend into a deep pit
must first attach himself to a strong rope so that he does not
become immersed there. So too, ‘Yaakov left Beer Sheva’, for
he made a vow to God with all of his heart...[When a person is
able to focus his intention on God’s will] He is able to go
anywhere he wants without fear. ‘And he arrived at the place’,
for he also felt there the precious point and brought out the
beloved from the valueless. This is why the sages fixed maariv
[to Yaakov], for night is called erev, for there is a mixture
[taarovet- from the same root word as erev]. For he [Yaakov]
found the unique goodness within the mixture.
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Drashot HaRan 5:14
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‘And he dreamed, and, behold, a ladder set upon the earth
and its top reaching to heaven, and, behold, angels of God
ascending and descending on it.” The purpose of this parable
was to show him the superiority of the land of Israel to other
lands, it being the ladder upon which the righteous, who are
referred to as ‘angels of God,” ascend to heaven. For if the
intent were to teach him that everything was done in this
land through the agency of angels, the parable consisting in
the angels walking through the land and bringing word back
to the Lord, saying, ‘We have walked through the land,” as
in the case of the Satan (Job 1:8), it should have been
written ‘angels of God descending and ascending on it,” the
first act preceding the second. ‘Angels of God’ in this
instance, then, allude to the righteous, who scale the ascents
in the land of Israel. And for this reason it is written
‘ascending and descending on it,” for it is impossible that the
ascent of the righteous be an unbroken one, a man, as we
have indicated, having two orientations, one upwards, the
other, downwards. And it is impossible, so long as he has a
body that he be exclusively upwards-oriented, but he must
also be downwards-oriented towards the management of his
body. This is what is alluded to in the parable of ‘angels of
God ascending and descending on it.” And the Blessed One
revealed this to Jacob so that the land of Israel be precious
in his eyes and so that he make it his destination after his
marriage.
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