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Parsha Plug: Purim, Simcha, and Not Knowing

Esther 8:15-17, 9:19-22
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15 And Mordecai went forth from the presence of the king
in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown
of gold, and with a robe of fine linen and purple; and the
city of Shushan shouted and was glad. 16 The Jews had
light and gladness, and joy and honor. 17 And in every
province, and in every city, wherever the king's
commandment and his decree came, the Jews had gladness
and joy, a feast and a good day. And many from among the
peoples of the land became Jews; for the fear of the Jews
was fallen upon them...9:19 Therefore do the Jews of the
villages, that dwell in the unwalled towns, make the
fourteenth day of the month of Adar a day of gladness and
feasting, and a good day, and of sending portions to one
another. 20 And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent
letters unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the
king Ahasuerus, near and far, 21 to enjoin them that they
should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the
fifteenth day of the same, yearly, 22 the days on which the
Jews had rest from their enemies, and the month which was
turned for them from sorrow to gladness, and from
mourning into a good day; that they should make them days
of feasting and gladness, and of sending portions one to
another and gifts to the poor.
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and ‘Blessed be Mordecai’.

‘A miracle does not take place on every occasion’.

Rava said: One is obligated to become inebriated on Purim
until he cannot tell the difference between ‘Cursed be Haman’
Rabbah and Rebbe Zeira joined
together in a Purim feast. They became inebriated, and Rabbah
arose and cut Rebbe Zeira’s throat. The next day he prayed on
his behalf and revived him. Next year he said, ‘Will the master
come and we will have the Purim feast together?’. He replied,
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A person is obligated to become inebriated on Purim until he | 897 ¥ X192 "m02% WIR 270
cannot tell the difference between ‘Cursed be Haman’ and | 5579 T1M2% 7 91K P2 37
‘Blessed be Mordecai’. Rama: There are those who say thatitis | 9y PRT 2R W s
not necessary to become so drunk. Rather he should just drink | 9n9 gnww &% |70 92 "nwnS
more than usual and go to sleep, for in sleep he cannot tell the W™ TN L™ (12 9) 1vhn
difference between ‘Cursed be Haman’ and ‘Blessed be | sqq-s T35 15 R P2 YT R
Mordecai’. (")
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The primary attainment of knowledge is precisely the | Xp»7 771 °7° BV X317 79°7°0 DAWT oYW
aspect of the goal of knowing that we are not to know. For | nimaw .v71 8% qwR 7v°7°0 n°9on n1ha2
the aspect of not knowing is the primary goal of | 335 %yy ... Av>; n%on P R Y71 RY
knowledge...Therefore, on Purim we must get drunk to the | 255 20w 7% 9nwT> 727X TR 212
point that we reach such joy until we merit the aspect of Y19 M990 NIPAAD TOPW TV AR SAw
the aforementioned goal of knowledge, where pursuit and | -y, T 209 90T 9991 oww 9"in
hindrance are combined, they being knowledge and lack of
knowledge.
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Rav Ezra Bick Purim: A Holiday in Disguise

Purim is not a dignified holiday. It is not blessed with ritual. It is a day when you find the power to
rejoice in God's goodness, in His charge to you, even though He is not demanding it. It is also a day of
Jewish solidarity and equality. Because it celebrates the Jew rather than God - the Jew discovering God
rather than God calling to the Jew - it demands unity and solidarity. Charity is of course a mitzva every
day. The mitzva to give alms on Purim is not a fulfillment merely of charity, but of the nature of Purim.
Shall I rejoice alone on this day? You must search out the needy - and also share with your friends,
although they are not needy. Exchanging gifts, of food, with each other, so that the celebration will be
truly ours, from within. And, have a good time. Not telling us how to have a good time is a big risk for
the halakha. There are, after all, so many ways to misuse human rejoicing. There is a word in Biblical
Hebrew - tzchok - which means basically "fun," and which is used in the Bible to variously describe
murder, sexual impropriety and idolatry. In Megillat Esther, the "good time" of the Jews is described as
"light, joy, happiness and honor." Actually, it does not say that the Jews rejoiced. The verse is phrased
in the passive voice - "And there was light, joy, happiness, and honor for the Jews." Indeed, the
happiness is something that is meant to happen on this day, to spring up from within, without guidance
from above. It is a day to be swept away by the currents that have been hidden, as Esther was hidden,
as God is hidden. On the other hand, the Sages have a pithy saying about instinct - "In three ways is a
man known - kiso, kaaso, koso (his pocket, his anger, his cup)." If it is natural joy welling up from
within, without the guiding hand of eternal reason, it is a mighty indicator of the true nature of the man
within.




