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Parsha Plug: Parshat Yitro

Shemot 20:7
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You shall not take the name of the Lord, your
God, in vain, for the Lord will not hold blameless
anyone who takes His name in vain.
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Rashi on Shemot 20:7
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In vain: [This word appears twice in this verse.] The second [mention
of mwb is an expression of falsehood, as Onkelos renders: '1?‘:27‘7 as it
says in Shavuot 21a: What constitutes a vain oath? If one swears
contrary to what is known, for example, saying about a stone pillar that
it is made of gold. The first mention of N'IW‘? is an expression of vanity,
as Onkelos renders: X331%7. This refers to one who swears for no reason
and in vain, for example making an oath concerning a pillar of
wood,saying that it is wood, and concerning a pillar of stone, saying

that it is stone.!
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Masechet Berachot 33a
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Rav said, or as some say Reish Lakish, or again as some say,
both Rebbe Yochanan and Reish Lakish, ‘Whoever says a
blessing which is not necessary transgresses the command of
"You shall not take [God's name in vain]".
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Rambam Hilchot Shevuot 12:11
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It is not only a false oath that is forbidden. It is also forbidden
to mention one of the names designated for God in vain, even
if one does not take an oath. For the verse commands us, ‘To
fear the glorious and awesome name’. Included in fearing is
not mentioning it in vain. Therefore if because of a slip of the
tongue, one mentions God’s name in vain, he should
immediately hurry to praise, glorify and venerate it, so that it
will not have been mentioned in vain. What is implied? If he
mentions God’s name, he should say, ‘Blessed be He for all
eternity’, ‘He is great and exceedingly praiseworthy’, or the
like, so that it will not have been mentioned in vain.
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! Translation from Chabad.org
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Rashbam on Shemot 20:7
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You shall not take the name of the Lord in vain: All of this is
because of the dignity of God. So too, observing Shabbat, which
comes after this command, as well as the command to honor your
father and mother, for their honor is connected to God’s honor.
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Ramban on Shemot 20:7
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God placed this commandment after the prohibition of idolatry,
because just as it is proper to fear the great and fearful Name by
not giving His glory to another, so it is fitting to give glory to
His name. He who takes it in vain profanes it, as it is written
‘And you shall not swear by My Name falsely, so that you do
not profane the Name of your God’ (Vayikra 19:12). Just as
God was stringent in the case of idolatry and wrote the
punishment for transgression, i.e. that He is a jealous God,
visiting iniquity of the fathers upon the children, so did He
record here the punishment that He will not hold him guiltless.
He used this expression instead of saying that He will visit his
sin upon him because people who swear in vain do not consider
it a real sin and they think it is proper that God forgive them.
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Ibn Ezra on Shemot 20:7
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Here if a person does not uphold the command, it is as if he
has denied God. The practice of Egyptians even today is
that if a person swears on the head of the king and he does
not uphold his word, he is a dead man. Anyone who wants
to give ransom in the value of gold will not live because
this person embarrassed the king in public. If this is the case
for a king of flesh and blood, how many more times would
a person be liable for not stopping himself from using
God’s name in vain?
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Panim Yafot on Shemot 20:7
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Our sages taught that at the moment when God said ‘You
shall not take’ that the heavens and earth shook. There are
those who say that God raised His voice more for this
command than for any other because, as the sages taught,
every Jew is under a perpetual oath from Mount Sinai.
Thus all of the commandments depend on ‘You shall not
take’, and when we are careful to not transgress it, we are
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obligated to uphold all of the commandments...Thus it was
necessary that this be louder than the other ten
commandments. This is the reason by it comes before the
rest of the commandments.
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